
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What’s On 
in Week 1 

2010 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wed 27 Jan 
 

 

8:30am-
10:30am 

TERM 1 OPENS 
 

C&G7 Orientation 

 

C&G New Pupils 
Assembly (GtHall) 

Fri 29 Jan 

 
 
 
6:00pm-
7:00pm 
 
7:00pm-
9:00pm 

Combined Schools 
Form & Portrait Photos 
(GtHall) 
 

C&G7 Parents Briefing 
(GtHall) 
 

Principal’s Reception 
for New Parents 

TERM DATES 2010 

TERM I 
Opens 27 Jan 

Closes 1 Apr 

TERM II 
Opens 20 Apr 

Closes 25 Jun 

TERM III 
Opens 20 Jul 

Closes 17 Sep 

TERM IV 
Opens 12 Oct 

Closes 10 Dec 

No. 2009/38 9 December 2009 

Christmas Carol Service 

All who attended our marvellous family Christmas Carol Service would agree that we 
have some fine musicians at Pittwater House.  Our orchestra was augmented with a 
number of parents, alumni and staff musicians as was the Senior Choir. The whole 
service was of the usual high standard and reflected the very traditional Anglican 
Christmas carol service of Kings College, Cambridge.  Mr R V H Morgan, Principal 
 

The ECC and K-2 Christmas Concert was held last Tuesday in the Great Hall.  This concert is one of the Festive Season’s activities 
at School and it did not disappoint.  A smoothly run, colourful and entertaining concert was enjoyed by the audience.  The children 
delighted us with a variety of traditional to contemporary songs, dances and plays around the Christmas celebration theme.  The 
ECC children concluded the concert with a wonderful rendition of “We Wish You a Merry Christmas”.  I would like to say a very big 
thank you to all the children who participated, for their wonderful enthusiasm and confidence and to the staff for all their hard work 
and creative efforts.  It is certainly a team effort from across the School to put on an event of this size and I would particularly like to 
thank Mrs Meehan, Miss Rubie, Mr Lim and Mr Browning and their assistants for all their help.  The photographs were taken by 
Ryan Blackshaw (G7).  Thank you Ryan for providing such a wonderful selection of photographs of the concert.  

Mrs J Morrison, Form 2 Teacher  
 

ECC and K-Form 2 Christmas Concert 



  

CULTURAL ACTIVITY WITH STUDENTS FROM CHIBA KEIAI SCHOOL 
On Wednesday, Pittwater House hosted over 250 staff and students from our sister 
school in Japan, Chiba Keiai.  Throughout the day the students participated in both 
sporting and cultural activities.  This year’s cultural activity involved students designing 
and creating a surfboard.  Twenty-two pictures were drawn by the pupils from both 
schools and these were attached together and cut out to form the shape of a surfboard.  
These were then presented to the Chiba Keiai students as a gift.  After making our 
surfboards, the Japanese pupils then taught calligraphy to their group.  Both activities 
were thoroughly enjoyed by everyone, and despite the language barriers, it was great to 
see all the pupils working closely together. Mr R Upton, PDHPE Co-ordinator 
 
HORIZONS NEWS 
It is busy this week as we prepare for the end of the school year.  This week sees the Special Projects Group morning tea and 
presentation on Wednesday.  I am sure that parents will be pleased with the progress made by these groups.  It has been pleasing for 
me to observe the way the pupils have worked together on their selected project, sharing ideas and tasks.  The pupils from 5/6 have 
shown great initiative in their quest to learn about cooking programmes, even contacting celebrity Matt Preston for his comments. 
 
As the year comes to an end, I think back to my introduction to the Horizons department at the beginning of the year, and I am pleased 
with the progress made by the team this year.  It has been a busy and challenging year managing both ends of the learning spectrum, 
as each area has its own particular attributes. 
 
Pupils have made measurable progress in areas of learning support and the high achieving pupils have been offered a number of 
extension activities, both in the School and with outside competitions.  This is due to the support of the highly skilled and dedicated 
class and subject teachers who have implemented and worked through the various support plans and strategies with identified pupils.  I 
thank the teachers for their efforts in ensuring that the programmes and recommendations of the Horizons team have been put into 
practice. 
Last week’s brain teaser answer:    5432 
                                                      +8715 
                                                      14147 Mrs M Cross, Horizons Co-ordinator 
 
FORM 11 GEOGRAPHY EXCURSION 

The current Form 11 Geography class set out on Thursday 3 December to embark 
on an epic adventure to conquer one of the ‘seven summits’ (the highest peak on 
each of the seven continents) – Mount Kosciuszko!  
 
Sixteen pupils accompanied by Mrs Seligman and myself were taking part in an 
excursion that would cover three units of their HSC Geography studies, mainly 
focusing on the Alpine Environment, an ecosystem at risk. 
 
On Thursday we attended an audio visual presentation and lecture at Sawpit Creek 
run by the National Parks and Wildlife Service discussing the fragile environment we 
would be exploring the following day.  We then took a quick trip to Perisher Valley to 
see the Skitube and Perisher Blue Ski Resort as examples of People and Economic 
Activity, another of the units learnt for the HSC.   

 

We were hopeful that the lovely weather we had on Thursday would stay for our walk to the 2228m summit the following day and we 
were in luck!  We set out from Thredbo around 9:30am under blue skies.  The only threat was sunburn and wind chill! 
 
The first part of the ascent was an easy chairlift ride to the top of the ski resort and gave the pupils their first sense of the adventure that 
lay ahead.  We then made our way by paved track and raised metal walkway, which was built to protect the fragile environment we 
were studying.  After 6.5km of walking in lovely mountain conditions, the group reached the top of Australia’s highest peak, Mount 
Kosciuszko at 1pm.  After a short break for lunch, photo’s, observations, activities and calls to loved ones we then started our descent.   
The expedition took at total of 5.5 hours covering 13kms. 
 
Taking the opportunity to complete studies on other aspects of the HSC course, we also conducted fieldwork on the townships of 
Jindabyne and Adaminaby whilst in the area on Saturday morning.  We will use this back in class in 2010.   
 
A very special thanks from all the pupils and myself to Mrs Seligman for volunteering to accompany us on this trip to this very special 
place.  The Kosciuszko National Park was recently added to the World Heritage List.  For pupils to have the opportunity to explore this 
environment is special, not to mention the added 6 marks on average HSC pupils attain after taking part in this walk. 

Mr D Collins (HSIE – Geography) 
 
FILL UP AT THE PITT STOP 
As a result of the competition held by the TPHS Canteen Committee, the newest place to be well fed at 
School is the “Pitt Stop”.  Three winners were announced in last week’s Junior School Assembly for their 
nomination of the best name to call the canteen.  The winners were Jack Whitehead (PK), Joshua Udell (P4) 

and Ruby Loveday (J5).  The Canteen Committee would like to thank all the children who took part in the competition and hope you 
enjoyed your ‘thank you’ ice-block. Mrs R Achurch, Deputy Head Junior School 
 
HOLIDAY FUNSHOP ACTIVITY CAMP 
Funshop will be running from 14 – 18 December 2009.   The booking forms were sent home in diaries on Tuesday.  If you would like 
your child to attend, these need to be returned to Mr M Roberts or Mrs A Murray in the ECC by Friday 11 December. 

Mrs A Murray, ECC Coordinator 
 

 
 
SECOND HAND TEXT BOOK SALE 2009 
The annual sale will take place on the last day of term.  Please read the flyer at the end of this newsletter for details.  

Mrs V McGrouther 
 



Junior School News 
Santa Claus is becoming a regular sight around the Junior School lately.  He made an appearance in the sensational E-2 Christmas 
Concert last Tuesday, he was seen again at the Polar Express Day for Form 2 on Friday and on Monday Santa Claus also visited the 
Junior School and the ECC and delivered small gifts to pupils in the E-2 classes.  The Christmas Carols Service on Monday evening 
was a lovely celebratory occasion where the whole School family was in fine voice.  The K-2 pupils will be spending the day on 
Wednesday, celebrating their successful year, visiting the IMAX Cinema and The Aquarium at Darling Harbour.  The Combined 
Prizegiving for the Junior and Secondary Schools will take place on Friday (the last day of term). 
 
The Christmas tree in the foyer of the Great Hall is beginning to look like a giving tree, however there is still plenty of space beneath the 
tree and I would like to encourage all families to bring along a gift for those children less fortunate than our own. 
 
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank all those parents who have supported the Junior School this year by volunteering to 
help with reading groups, excursions, fund raising activities and those little events that pop up from time to time.  Your help is very 
much appreciated. 
 
To all pupils and their families have a relaxing and safe holiday and I look forward to seeing you all in 2010. 

Mrs R Achurch, Deputy Head Junior School 
K–6 PICNIC DAY 

Last Wednesday the pupils of 
Kindergarten to Form 6 held their 
annual Picnic Day at James 
Meehan Reserve behind Dee Why 
Beach. The pupils and teachers 
enjoyed a feast of games created 
especially for the day by our Form 
6 pupils.  Some of the activities 
included individual skills, team 
skills and even carrying exploding 

water balloons!  The focus of the day was having fun with friends of all ages.  We also enjoyed a wonderful barbecue lunch, iceblocks 
and treats.  It was also a chance to see Mrs Gonczi again. 
 
A huge thank you for a fabulous day to Form 6 and Mr Hudson, as well as all the parents and other teachers who made it possible. 

Maria Wang (J6) 
 

Secondary School News 
The visit of our sister school Chiba Keiai from Tokyo last Wednesday was a great success.  About 230 pupils and 13 staff attended a 
welcome ceremony, then broke into 20 groups to join our pupils in sporting and cultural activities.  We have enjoyed their visits since 
1991 and over those years have attended both their 70th and 80th Birthday celebrations in Japan. 
 
Congratulations to all our singers and musicians for the Carol Service on Monday night.  It was particularly pleasing to see so many 
past pupils and our parents involved.  The performance of all choirs was excellent. 
 
We now look forward to our 48th Annual Prizegiving on Friday. Mr M Orrock, Headmaster 
 
FORM 7-9 DANCE 
On Thursday of week 6, the School hosted the annual Forms 7-9 Dance in the Great Hall.  The Form 9 group did most of the 
organising including deciding on a “black and white” theme and making posters and advertising for the night.  The evening was a big 
success with around 90 pupils dancing the night away.  Thank you to the School prefects and teachers for providing supervision on the 
night and to the parents for following all the guidelines and picking up everyone on time. 
 
A huge vote of thanks also goes to Laura Melrose and her family for organising the decorations, to Julia Fitzgerald and her dad for 
donating soft drinks and to Saskia Schonegevel and her mum for donating cookies. Mr M Page, Assistant Deputy - Pastoral 

 
 
 
FORM 9 FINAL ASSESSMENT 
Form 9 had an exciting final term designing and making a variety of party food products.  Part of their Design 
Brief was to create a birthday cake and party invitation with an appropriate theme suited to a particular age 
group.  Mr Lim, Mrs Crossing and Mrs Nicholas had the challenging task of agreeing on first, second and third 
place!  Not easy when all exhibits were of such a high standard.  Well done Form 9! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FORM 10 CHRISTMAST TREE CAKES 
Fierce competition was again the key motivator for the pupil’s own unique creations!  
The competition was judged by Mr Lim and myself.  The winners were:  First place 
Mhariri Lamrock-Pierce – Strawberry Christmas Tree, Second place Melanie Frost - 
Cone Tree and Third place Natalie Molen-Grigull – Biscuit Tree. Mrs J Crossing 
 
 
 
CONGRATULATIONS 
Mhairi Lamrock-Pierce who achieved a high distinction in her AMEB 2nd Grade Musicianship exam. Mr J Abraham, Creative Arts Co-ordinator 



 

Cadets 
 
SENIOR CADETS IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ten cadets went to the SASR base in Swanbourne, Perth, between the 2nd and 5th of December; to stay with the soldiers on base.  
Whilst there we participated in activities such as a 270° range shoot using the M4 and the MP5, riding around base in the LRPV used in 
Afghanistan and Iraq, speeding along the Swan river in RHIB’s at around 50 knots and rappelling off a 6 story high climbing wall.  This 
was a once in a life time experience and was only made possible by the SASR and their willingness to have us stay and of course 
through our School’s ties with alumni.  Thank you to LtCol RVH Morgan and Mr M Page for organising the trip. CUO Alex Munns 
 

Sport 
 
JUNIOR SCHOOL SPORT 
 
BIATHALON 
Form 3: Boys -1st Liam House, 2nd Nathan Rolls, 3rd Luca Franks.  Girls 1st Stephanie Braund, 2nd Alannah O’Brien, 3rd Tru Starling.  
Form 4: Boys - 1st Mitchell Brennan, 2nd Will Crawford, 3rd Harrison Brock.  Girls - 1st Tyra Hugill, 2nd Julia Barkle, 3rd Kate Dampney.  
Form 5: Boys - 1st Isaac Smith, 2nd, Nic Andrews, 3rd Robert Tomlinson.  Girls - 1st Tash Burke, 2nd Molly Hurst, 3rd Jasmine Pye.  Form 
6: Boys: - 1st William Hurst, 2nd Marco Herbert, 3rd Ethan Chessell.  Girls - 1st Jade Parsons, 2nd Amy McAndrew, 3rd Holly Donlan. 
 
Congratulations to all of the above top place getters.  The course consisted of a 500m run followed by a 200m swim. 

Mr P Browning, Junior Schools Sportsmaster 
 
FROM THE SPORTS DESK IN SECONDARY SCHOOL 
 
BASKETBALL 
 
G8 v NBSC Blazers.  Semi Final - Lost 26-35.  Great end of season game by the boys.  Alex Smith had a huge first half scoring 10 of 
his 14 points and Jackson Wright powered through in the second half with 6 points.  However, standout player of the game and season 
without a doubt was Matt Wickens.  Matt worked the attack key brilliantly, taking on the opposition in layups.  He rebounded his own 
shots and his defence work was aggressive and powerful.  With this season ending game we thank James Henderson alumni, for his 
time training and coaching of the boys this year, the parents for their support and the boys for their efforts and entertaining games. 

Mrs A Wright, Manager 
 
Term IV Basketball Players 
There is still a vast majority of pupils who have not handed back their basketball singlets.  Could parents please return all basketball 
singlets and any soccer shirts before the end of the week.  Pupils who are playing next year will receive another jersey early Term I.  
Thank you for your assistance. Mr W Levy, Manager of Sport 
 
2009 UTAS ALL SCHOOLS AND YOUTH ATHLETICS CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Over the last few days Elliot Green (G11) and Amity Delaney (C9) have been in Hobart Tasmania to compete in the National All 
Schools Athletics Event.  Amity Delaney competed in two events, first up in the 3000m.  With 22 qualifiers this was the largest field of 
any of the girls races.  It was a very fast race (the time would have won all of the 3000m races) and she finished 11th.  She then backed 
up on the following day in the 1500m and once again placed 11th.  This is a very creditable performance against the best 14 year old's 
in the country.  Elliot has been experiencing some back issues as of late but still managed to clear 185cm.  After clearing this height he 
unfortunately could not jump further. The eventual winner cleared 195cm, a very achievable jump for Elliot when 100% healthy.  Elliot 
placed 7th overall which has qualified him for the Australian Junior Championships in March.  This selection trial is for the World junior 
and Youth Australian teams.  Well done to both Amity and Elliot.  A tremendous amount of training and effort has been put forth to get 
to this level. Mr Delaney and Mrs Forlonge 
 
FORMS 7-12 SPORT CHOICES 2010 
The Forms 7-12 Sport Choices for 2010 are now available on the Schools web site.  Please click on the following link: 
http://www.pittwaterhouse.com.au//files/pdf/09SportsChoices2010.pdf.  Pupils are asked to discuss their Sport Choices with their 
parents/guardians and return the form via email, fax or post to the Sports Department by 9 December.  These forms are important for 
the Sports Department as it allows us to better organise the year ahead. 
 
PITTWATER HIGH BIATHLON 
Dylan Reid (G10) and Willis Casey (G10) competed in the recent Pittwater High Biathlon.  The all ages race consists of a 400m swim 
followed by a 5k run.  In a tremendous effort, Dylan and Willis won the race overall.  Well done boys.  

Mr W Levy, Manager of Sport 
 



 
TENNIS 
 
TPHS Tennis Tournament 
Congratulations to Charlie Smith (G7) who beat Ben Blackshaw (G7) in the Final of the 7-8 Boys TPHS Tennis Tournament 6 – 1.  
Charlie won through to the finals without dropping a set.  We look forward to seeing Charlie represent the School in 2010 at the CDSSA 
and AICES Championships.  In the Forms 7-8 Girls Kelsey Dunlop (C7) beat Kelly Jury (C8) in the final 6-1.  The Forms 9-11 Boys 
Championship Game is still to be played between Dylan Reid (G10) and Ricky Jury (G11), good luck to them both.  Thank you to all the 
pupils who participated in this event and we look forward to next years tournament with even more players. Mr W Levy, Manager of Sport 

 
Les Hegyessy Tennis 
Congratulations to Alex McGrouther who has been playing Comp. Tennis for the past 7 years for Pittwater House.  His achievements 
have soared during these years.  We all wish him the best of luck for his future goals in life. 
 
Five TPHS TNB Saturday and Sunday Comp teams are in next weekends finals.  Congratulations and good luck to the following pupils 
who will be representing the School:  Alex McGrouther, Ricky and Kelly Jury, Dylan Reid, Charlie and Isaac Smith, Kelsey and Reiley 
Dunlop, Mitchell Hancock, Gabriel Christensen, Matthew Julian, Adina Toumi-Cussinet, Anthony and John Tregunna and Courtney 
Halford. 
  
Hope you can make it to our Tennis and Sport Camps.  If you would like to improve your tennis skills, please call me on 0402 731 196.  
  
Have nice holiday and a happy Christmas and New Year! Mr L Hegyessy, Tennis Head Coach 
 
 

PHPA 
 
APPEAL FOR CANTEEN VOLUNTEERS 
Our Canteen is managed by a Sub-Committee of the Pittwater House Parents Association and relies on volunteers to be successful – 
even one or two sessions per term are greatly appreciated.  All profits are spent on extra resources for your children.  Volunteers can 
work a whole day (approx. 6 hours) or a split shift (8-11/ 11-2pm).  A roster is on display in the canteen each term for volunteers to sign 
up for the sessions that suit them.  Alternatively you can call Martine or Beth in the Canteen on 9972 5718.  The School Canteen is a 
great place to meet other parents and staff and to learn the workings of our School. Mrs M Conde and Mrs B Eager, Canteen Managers 
 
CAMPION BOOK ORDERS 
The closing date of Campion Book Orders has been extended to Friday 11 December to allow parents and pupils to shop at the 
Second Hand Book Sale.  See end of newsletter for details. Mrs V McGrouther, PHPA 
 
 

 
CANTEEN DUTY 

Canteen Supervisor – 
Phone 9972 5718 after 8.00am 

Wed 27 Jan Pat Graziano Help Needed  

Thu 28 Jan Lissa Hurst Help Needed  

Fri 29 Jan Delva Cartright Help Needed  

�

CLOTHING POOL AND SECOND HAND 
BOOKS AT 1 PARKES ROAD. 
 

Access is via the gate at the top left hand corner 
of the car park. 
 

The Clothing and Book Pool is run by a volunteer parent. It will be closed 
on Thursday 10 December.  Trading commences on the first day of Term 
2010. 
 

Please Note:  Only cash or cheques will be accepted.  Purchases cannot  
be charged to your School account.  CUSTOMERS MUST CHOOSE 
CAREFULLY AS THE PHPA HAS A NO REFUND POLICY 
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