
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What’s On 
in Week 8 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mon 7 Dec 
 

5:30pm-
6:15pm 

6:30pm-
7:30pm 

 
PHPA Christmas 
Drinks (Deck) 
 

Carol Service (GtHall) 

Tue 8 Dec 

 
Head’s XI v Prefects XI 
Cricket Match (Oval) 

Wed 9 Dec 

 

Academic Excellence 
Morning Tea (The 
Deck) 
 

Excn: C&G12 PDHPE 
– Career in Sport 
Information Day 
(Sydney Olympic Park) 
 

PHPA 2nd Book Sale 
Collection (N101) 

Thu 10 Dec PHPA 2nd Book Sale 
Collection (N101) 

Fri 11 Dec 

9:30am-
12:00pm 

 

Prizegiving (GtHall) 
 

PHPA Second Hand 
Book Collection and 
Sales 

TERM DATES 2010 

TERM I 
Opens 27 Jan 

Closes 1 Apr 

TERM II 
Opens 20 Apr 

Closes 25 Jun 

TERM III 
Opens 20 Jul 

Closes 17 Sep 

TERM IV 
Opens 12 Oct 

Closes 10 Dec 

No. 2009/37 2 December 2009 

Pittwater House Art Prize 
The entries this year were most exciting.  
There were over 50 entries with subjects 
ranging from realism to abstraction.  The 
event was sponsored by HIPS, High Impact 
People Strategies who also contributed 
generous cash prizes.  The following pupils 
won prizes in the various age groups:  Senior 
Section Forms 10-12 1st - Mitchell Dodds 
(G11), Highly Commended - Georgina  
 

Butterworth (C11), Encouragement Award - Lucius Ha (P6); Junior Forms 7-9 1st - 
Section Caz Feeney (C9), Highly Commended - Mitchell Halford (G8), Commended - 
Bonnie Osborne (C8); Forms 5-6 1st - Emma-Jane Mackinnon-Lee (J5), Highly 
Commended - Emily Brown (J5), Commended - Alexandra Lankow (J5); Forms 3-4 1st - 
Sydney Floyd (J4), Highly Commended - Abigail Garrad (J4), Commended - Willamina 
Lockhart (J4); K-2 1st - Zachary Wilkinson (P2), Highly Commended - Amelia Thomas 
(J1), Commended - Nikki Jason (J1).  Congratulations to all the winners this year and I 
look forward to 2010’s competition. Mrs J Gobert 

Last Friday in very hot conditions 
our Prep 1st Cricket team played 
against Mosman Prep in our annual 
Shield match.  What an exciting and 
fabulous match it turned out to be!  
The result came down to the last 
three balls of the 24 over a side 
match.  Our boys batted first and  
 

after some impressive batting from our top order, we set Mosman 153 runs to win.  Our 
top batsmen were: Ethan Chessell 25 runs, Jack Murata and Matt Brock both scored 
great 40’s and retired and Louis Langoulant 26 not out.  After our 24 overs we had 
posted the solid total of 152 with the loss of only 2 wickets.  Mosman then started their 
run chase and we had them in early trouble when they lost their first wicket with the 
score on 15.  We kept taking wickets as the overs counted down and we also managed 
to run out two of the Mosman batsmen with some excellent work in the field by Jack 
Murata and Ethan Chessell.  It came down to Mosman needing 5 runs in the last over 
which they managed to do.  Our top bowlers were: Matt Brock 2 wickets, Ethan Chessell, 
Harrisson Brock, Jack Murata, George Firth and William Hurst who took 1 wicket each.  
Our boys played well as a team and were very unlucky to just get pipped at the post! 
 Mr P Browning, Junior School Sportsmaster 

 

Mosman Prep Cricket Shield 

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 
We have two Gold Awardees, Blaire Conde (C12) and Ross Donaldson (2008).  Blaire was presented her 
Gold Award by the NSW Governor, Her Excellency Professor Marie Bashir AC CVO, on Saturday 28 
November.  Unfortunately Ross was on ADF commitments and was unable to attend.  Congratulations to 
them both for their splendid efforts over many years. 
 
In accordance with the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award, each participant is to undertake an Adventurous 
Journey (practice and qualifying – see below). In previous years this has been outsourced to an external 
service provider and has been received very well.  This year again The Pittwater House Schools will be 
directing participants towards using The Collaroy Centre  to fulfill the Adventurous Journey section (at all 
levels) of the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award. 
 
The Centre provides amazing opportunities to undertake 2 to 11 day walks in numerous National Parks in 
the Sydney Basin (e.g. Royal National Park), the greater Sydney area (e.g. Blue Mountains), and even 
further afield to internationally recognised walking locations (e.g. New Zealand). 

 
These walks are open to everyone enrolled in the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award.  There are opportunities for participants to be a part 
of any ‘open’ dates available.  Please take the time to look at the Collaroy Centre’s website (www.collaroycentre.org.au) under 
“Our Programs”. 
 
As we have such a large number of enrolments again this year we can also book out any of the journeys entirely catering for TPHS 
pupils.  There does need to be a minimum of 8 pupils for these journeys to operate. Mr D Collins, Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Co-ordinator 
 



  

MOVEMBER AT THE HOUSE 
Seven members of the staff have been supporting Movember which raises awareness about men’s health and through the growing of 
moustaches encourages donations to Prostate Cancer Foundation of Australia or beyondblue: the national depression initiative.  
Messrs Browning, Coyle, Hoekman, Page, Upton, Wren and I have enjoyed taking part in the process and thank the School Family for 
its comments and support.  You are invited to support these worthy causes via the Movember Australia web site: 
http://au.movember.com/donate.  
 
CHRISTMAS HAS ARRIVED 
Congratulations to every pupil in the ECC and Kindergarten through to Form 2 for their wonderful performances at their Christmas 
Concert on Tuesday.  I think that this concert is the real start to the Christmas Season and it is always exciting for the boys and girls 
and the parents and grandparents who attend.  Tuesday’s event was no exception.  
 
Thank you also to pupils from Form 6, as well as Grammar and College pupils who provided assistance.  It was great to see people 
from the whole School involved.  Well done to the E–2 teachers and musicians under the direction of Mrs Morrison who worked so hard 
to produce this very popular annual event for the School Family. 
 

 
 
 
SMITH FAMILY CHRISTMAS APPEAL 
We have found more gifts under the tree and the Chaplain and I extend a big thank you to everyone who has 
brought in a gift so far.  We really want to see the tree overflowing with gifts at the Carol Service on Monday 
night so please, everyone, make a contribution!  All gifts are going to The Smith Family to distribute to the 
needy children of Sydney this Christmas. Mr R V H Morgan, Principal 
 
 
 
 

 
MESSAGE FROM THE HEADMASTER 
The Form 7-9 Dance was a great success last Thursday night.  Thank you to the pupils who organised and set up the black and white 
theme decorations.  Thank you also to High Impact People Strategies who sponsored the Art Prize last Friday evening.  It is important 
that our culture celebrates artists.  It was pleasing to see categories for all age groups. 
 
The ECC-K-2 Christmas Concert this week was a wonderful traditional style event to mark this important time of year.  Thank you to all 
parents and staff who helped in the preparations.  The performances were very polished. 
 
This week we have been preparing for a visit of 230 pupils from our sister school Chiba Keiai High.  We joined them in sporting and 
cultural activities. 
 
It is important pupils are at lessons right until the end of term.  Form 11 in particular are completing vital HSC work. 

Mr M Orrock, Headmaster 
 
ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE MORNING TEA 
The Pittwater House Academic Excellence Morning Tea will be held on Wednesday 9 December from 10.30-11.00am on the Great Hall 
balcony.  This event aims to recognize and reward those pupils who have excelled in their academic work during 2009.  Letters were 
posted to all relevant families on Tuesday, and please RSVP if you are attending as numbers are required for catering purposes. 
 Dr R Perry, Acting Director of Studies 
 
SURF LIFE SAVING SCHOOL-SPECIAL OFFERS 

Surf Life Saving Sydney Northern Beaches is offering some great deals for the end of Term IV and Term I in 2010 
through the Surf Life Saving School 
 

Some dates are still available for our surf awareness program in Term IV.  This is a 3 hour program that incorporates surf education 
and beach activities.  The program normally costs $15 per student, we are accepting last minute bookings at a discounted rate of $12 
per student.  There are only limited spots available so book soon. 
 
For more information contact Marcial Nunura at info@surflifesavingschool.com.au or call 9913 8066. Mrs A Parker 
 
HORIZONS NEWS 
This week the Special Projects Pupils are working on the final stages of their projects and preparing for the presentation stage.  It has 
been a valuable learning experience for the pupils involved and it has been good to work with them and share in their enthusiasm for 
their chosen area of investigation.  The recent examinations have shown the success of the support programmes in the Secondary 
School, especially the Form 8 group, with pupils achieving a marked increase in their results. 
I am busy meeting with teachers in the Junior School to discuss individual pupil’s support needs for 2010, to ensure a smooth transition 
to 2010 classes.  It has been pleasing to see the improvement shown by the pupils in the support groups this year.  It has also been a 
pleasure to work with the gifted and talented groups in the Junior School. 
This week’s Brain Teaser:  Uncle Bungle has made up an addition sum in which all the numbers are one wrong (either one more than 
or one less than the correct number).  Can you find the correct addition sum?     
 
 
Last week’s answer:  The order is: Charlie, Dougie, Alf, Ernie and Bert. Mrs M Cross, Horizons Co-ordinator 
 

 
SECOND HAND TEXT BOOK SALE 2009 
The annual sale will take place on the last day of term.  Please read the flyer at the end of this newsletter for details.  

Mrs V McGrouther 
 

   6323 
+ 9606 
23256 
 



Junior School News 
One of the highlights of the Junior School calendar, the ECC to Form 2 Christmas Concert, was held on Tuesday to a very supportive 
‘family and friends’ audience.  It is wonderful to see our youngest pupils so adept and confident on the stage.  
 
On Wednesday all pupils from Kindergarten to Form 6 went off campus for their Christmas picnic day at James Meehan Reserve, Dee 
Why.  
 
The pupils of Forms 3 to 6 will be entertained by The Journeymen on Thursday, who will tell tales and recount the history of Australian 
colonial days as well as teach a little bush dancing and on Friday P2 and J2 will be holding their Polar Express Day.  What an excitingly 
busy week we have!  
 
I look forward to catching up with families at next Monday’s annual Carol Service. Mrs R Achurch, Deputy Head Junior School 

 
ARE YOU SMARTER THAN A FIFTH GRADER 
 

Last Wednesday, children from Kindergarten to 
Form 6 participated in the game ‘Are You Smarter 
Than A Fifth Grader?’  The event was hosted by the 
Junior School Enviro Club in order to raise money 
for their charity – Monika’s Doggie Rescue. 
 
The event was a success as a great time was had 
by all!  In the K-2 competition, P2 and J2 were 
equal first until Mrs Ward took out the tie breaker question to make her class the overall winners. 
 
Competition amongst Form 3-6 classes was fierce.  P4 and J5 were very strong, however, it was P/J6 and P5 who made it to the tie 
breaker question.  Mr Hudson’s answer was close but it was Mr Wren who took the honours, making P5 winners. 
 
Thank you to all of the teachers and children who participated. Mrs Page and the Enviro Club 
 

Secondary School News 
 

C10 AT ABERCROMBIE 
Our week at Abercrombie provided the girls of C10 with the 
opportunity to stand on the edge, confront shadows and 
conquer fears.  The experiences shared were enlightening and 
enriching and each girl demonstrated support, fellowship and 
poise. 
 

We commenced the week with an inspiring tour of the All 
Saints Anglican Cathedral where our own Reverend 

Butterworth conducted Evensong in the Warriors Chapel. Tuesday found us ambling through the beautiful (albeit dry) Orange Botanical 
Gardens. However it was Wednesday’s activities which provided the most profound impact.  We travelled to Jenolan caves for an 
exciting day of abseiling and adventure caving.  These activities called on the girls to search for inner (and outer) strength as they 
challenged themselves to move beyond self imposed boundaries.  During our final evening we were privileged to share a formal 
banquet dinner in the exquisite ballroom of Abercrombie House with the Morgan family.  It was here that Kelly Sherriff was awarded a 
certificate for the consistent helpfulness and support she demonstrated throughout the week.  
 

I would like to commend all of the girls for conducting themselves cooperatively, sincerely and compassionately.  Also many thanks 
must go to Mr and Mrs Christopher Morgan who were tireless in their efforts to ensure each girl experienced a challenging, entertaining 
and educational week. Mrs N Feledy 

 

Sport 
 
FROM THE SPORTS DESK IN SECONDARY SCHOOL 
 
BASKETBALL 
G8 v St Augustine’s Supersonics.  Lost 12-58.  It was a fun game against the Supersonics with the boys playing really well and 
enjoying themselves. Mrs T Green, Scorer 

 
G11 v OK.  Lost 30-54.  The boys contained the opposition for the first 15 minutes with some impressive bounce passes and scoring.  
The opposition went into overdrive and along with the heat, made this a tough workout for the 5 players.  Standout player and top 
scorer (13pts) this week was Willem Van Zanten especially in the second half with his rebounds and work in the key.  This is the last 
game for the G11 boys who have played in true House sporting spirit every week.  It’s a small team playing against rep filled teams but 
they never give up, never disappoint, have a great attitude to the game and have consistently improved as a team.  Thanks to Mr Levy 
for his coaching at training and games and to the always present and supportive parents.  It has been a pleasure to manage the team 
for the last 2 years - the boys do the School proud with the way they play basketball in this team. Mrs A Wright, Manager 
 
CONGRATULATIONS 
Pascalle Casey (C9) was selected in the Under 18’s A Representative team which competed at the Under 18 State Championships. 
The event was over 3 days.  Pascalle’s team, the Manly Breakers, won their pool and played off in the semi final.  The game at full time 
was 5 all.  Extra time was called and golden point to decide the match.  Unfortunately the girls had 2 opportunities to score and missed.  
Then Cronulla scored.  They placed 3rd on the day. 
 
Willis Casey (G10) also competed at the State Championships in the Men’s U18 for the Manly Breakers.  Unfortunately they did not do 
so well.  They won one game but are a very young squad which do not have any top age team members.  However, they learnt a lot 
over the weekend and next year will be a force to be reckoned with! Mrs P Casey-Spark 



 
Ryan Hirsch (G9) competed for The Nepean Club in the NSW State relays at Blacktown Olympic Park on Saturday 
21 November.  Their team was made up of three 15 year olds and one 19 year old.  Ryan’s team placed 4th, just 
missing 3rd, in the Under 20 4 x 800m.  Unfortunately, Ryan has been suffering from some injuries this year.  He was 
meant to race on Sunday in the U20 4x1500m, but had to withdraw due to the pain he felt from his shin splints on the 
Saturday.  Mr G Hirsch 

 

CIS WATER POLO 
Pascalle Casey (C9) ventured out to Danebank school at Hurstville this past week to take part in the CIS Trial.  Congratulations to 
Pascalle on making the Under 17’s CIS team.  She will be a part of the team which will play at All Schools early in 2010.  Six boys 
attended the CIS Trial at Homebush two days later.  This year in a first for Boys Water Polo, a Gala Day was held involving four 
associations.  Billy Brooks (G9) and Robin Molen-Grigull (G9) trialed for the Under 17’s team while Elliot Green (G12), Sam Nicholas 
(G12), Harrison Selby (G12) and Jordan Coleman (G10) trialed for the Open Team.  Both teams played three games on the day 
against some very tough competition.  Some of the players in the pool are on the Junior National Water Polo Team.  Congratulations to 
all our Water Polo players on representing TPHS with such great pride.  
 
PITTWATER HIGH SCHOOL SUMMER BIATHLON 
The Pittwater High School Biathlon will be held on Friday 4 December, starting at 6:45am.  Team and individual entries are being 
accepted.  Entry is $8 with breakfast and $5 without.  Please see Mr Levy in the Sports Department if you are interested in 
participating.  
 
FORMS 7-12 SPORT CHOICES 2010 
The Forms 7-12 Sport Choices for 2010 are now available on the Schools web site.  Please click on the following link: 
http://www.pittwaterhouse.com.au//files/pdf/09SportsChoices2010.pdf.  Pupils are asked to discuss their Sport Choices with their 
parents/guardians and return the form to the Sports Department by December 9.  These forms are important for the Sports Department 
as it allows us to better organise the year ahead. Mr W Levy, Manager of Sport 
 

TENNIS 
The School Holiday Tennis and Combined Sports Camp Forms are out now.  One of the highlights of the camp is the visit to the 
Medibank International Tournament at Sydney Olympic Tennis Centre.   
 
Results of the last weekend TNB Junior Competition: TPHS 1 v Mona Vale.   Won 5-1.  TPHS 2 v Wakehurst.   Lost 2-4.  TPHS 3 v 
Collaroy.  Won 4-2.  TPHS 4 v Newport.  Won 4-2.  TPHS 5 v Bareena Pk.   Won 3-3 (29-23).  TPHS 6 v Terrey Hills .  Won 5-1.  
TPHS 7 v Careel Bay .  Lost 2-4.  TPHS 8 v Manly.   Won 5-1. 
  
Four of our eight teams have a very good chance to make the finals which will be held in two weeks time!  

Mr L Hegyessy, Tennis Head Coach 

PHPA 
 
APPEAL FOR CANTEEN VOLUNTEERS 
Our Canteen is managed by a Sub-Committee of the Pittwater House Parents Association and relies on volunteers to be successful – 
even one or two sessions per term are greatly appreciated.  All profits are spent on extra resources for your children.  Volunteers can 
work a whole day (approx. 6 hours) or a split shift (8-11/ 11-2pm).  A roster is on display in the canteen each term for volunteers to sign 
up for the sessions that suit them.  Alternatively you can call Martine or Beth in the Canteen on 9972 5718.  The School Canteen is a 
great place to meet other parents and staff and to learn the workings of our School. Mrs M Conde and Mrs B Eager, Canteen Managers 
 
CANTEEN NEWS 
Thanks to all those who entered the Name the Canteen Competition.  We have a winner.  All entrants can claim a thank you prize from 
the canteen this week. 
 

As Friday 11 December is a short day for most students, there will be no lunch orders. Students can still purchase items during recess 
as drinks and snacks will still be available. 
 

A reminder roster has been placed in the canteen for volunteers to request their preferred days next year Term I.  We still have some 
dates with no volunteers and we desperately need to fill these on the following dates:  Wednesday 27 and Thursday 28 January 2010, 
Tuesday 2, Thursday 4, Thursday 11, Tuesday 16, Thursday 25 and Friday 26 February.  If you can help please contact Martine or 
Beth on 9972 5718. Mrs V Wilson, PDHPE 
 

 
COOL KIOSK IS BACK THIS TERM ON WEDNESDAYS AND FRIDAYS 
The Kiosk will be operating in the Junior School playground on Wednesdays and Fridays at 1.10pm.  Pupils can 
purchase a variety of ‘cool treats’ priced between 50c - $2.00. 
 

 
CAMPION BOOK ORDERS 
The closing date of Campion Book Orders has been extended to Friday 11 December to allow parents and pupils to shop at the 
Second Hand Book Sale.  See end of newsletter for details. Mrs V McGrouther, PHPA 
 

 
CANTEEN DUTY 

Canteen Supervisor – 
Phone 9972 5718 after 8.00am 

Mon 7 Dec Barbara Batton Lissa Hurst  

Tue 8 Dec Cheryl Prenter Help Needed  

Wed 9 Dec Pat Graziano Kerrie McAlpin  

Thu 10 Dec Jan MacKinnon Andri Beneke Cheryl Prenter 

Fri 11 Dec Penny Moses   

CLOTHING POOL AND SECOND HAND 
BOOKS AT 1 PARKES ROAD. 
 

Access is via the gate at the top left hand corner 
of the car park. 
 

The Clothing and Book Pool is run by a volunteer parent. It will be closed 
on Thursday 10 December.  The last day for 2009 purchases is Tuesday 8 
December 8am-9.15am.  Trading commences on the first day of Term 
2010. 
 

Please Note:  Only cash or cheques will be accepted.  Purchases cannot  
be charged to your School account.  CUSTOMERS MUST CHOOSE 
CAREFULLY AS THE PHPA HAS A NO REFUND POLICY 
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