
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What’s On 
in Week 7 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mon 30 Nov G10 to Abercrombie 
House 

Tue 1 Dec 

9:00am-
11:00am 

P&J ECC/K-2 
Christmas Concert 
(GtHall) 

Wed 2 Dec 

3:30pm 
 

 

 

8:30am-
3:10pm 
 

 

 

Cadets depart for Visit 
to SAS in Perth 
 

Visit In:  Chiba Keiai 
School (GtHall & Oval) 
 
 

P&J K-6 Picnic Day (off 
campus) 

Thu 3 Dec 

 

Excn: C&G11 Geog – 
HSC field work (Snowy 
Mountains) 
 

Snr Cadets in WA with 
SAS 

Fri 4 Dec 

 
 

 

G10 return from 
Abercrombie House 
 

Snr Cadets in WA with 
SAS 

 

Excn:  C&G10 to The 
Whitlams & Sydney 
Symphony Orchestra 
Concert (Sydney 
Opera House) 

TERM DATES 2009 

TERM IV Closes 11 Dec 

TERM DATES 2010 

TERM I 
Opens 27 Jan 

Closes 1 Apr 

TERM II 
Opens 20 Apr 

Closes 25 Jun 

TERM III 
Opens 20 Jul 

Closes 17 Sep 

TERM IV 
Opens 12 Oct 

Closes 10 Dec 

No. 2009/36 25 November 2009 

P5 at Abercrombie House 
On Monday and Tuesday P5 went 
gold panning at Mutton Falls and 
Turon River.  Some of the boys were 
lucky enough to find a few specks of 
gold and some very old and beautiful 
quartz rocks. Everyone enjoyed the 
experience of being a fossicker and 
panning for gold.  We then ventured 
through a historic town called Sofala 
and learned many facts about towns 
that thrived during the gold rush.  The 
boys also played a cricket match  
 

against All Saints College, Bathurst and although we were defeated, every boy played a 
great match and represented TPHS with pride and enthusiasm. 

 

On Thursday P5 tried to beat the heat (it was about 35 degrees every day) by having a 
swim at Bathurst Aquatic Centre.  The whirl pool was very popular with the boys.  The 
banquet on Thursday night was exceptional.  Harry Johnston played a song on his guitar, 
while Cameron Currie sang and played guitar.  Both boys showed a lot of talent. 
 

On Friday we went to Echo Point, Katoomba to observe the beautiful Three Sisters area 
and take a few photos of the awe inspiring landscape there. 
 

The boys had an amazing week – their behaviour was excellent, the questions they 
asked showed they were keen to learn new facts and they were a credit to their families 
and the School. 
 

Thank you from P5 for a fantastic week at Abercrombie House.  Thank you to Mr 
Christopher and Mrs Xanthe Morgan who once again prepared and organised every 
event.  A lot of hard work, effort and planning went into all of the activities and their 
dedication, enthusiasm and the care shown to every pupil was greatly appreciated. 

 Mr Wren, P5 Teacher 
 

This term in HSIE, Form 4 are studying a unit called “Who will buy?”  This unit provides opportunities for pupils to explore the goods 
and services that provide for needs and wants and the responsibilities of producers and consumers.  During the term Form 4 worked 
in pairs to develop a product they had to make, price, market and advertise to their peers.  
On Monday 23 November, Form 4 had a marketplace where they sold these products they had been working on.  We had a variety 
of products on sale such as cupcakes, milkshakes, slime and pencil pots.  Form 4 had a great time selling their products to each 
other and to some other lucky Form groups. Mrs K Osborne, P4 teacher 

 

Form 4 Marketplace 

The Christmas Tree Remains 
Empty  

We are endeavouring to fill the floor underneath the 
Christmas tree with gifts for the Smith Family to distribute 
this Christmas.  On behalf of the Chaplain the Grammar and 
College Prefects are encouraging all involved with the 
School to make a contribution by placing a suitable gift for a 
child (any age from about 4 to 16) under the Christmas Tree 
that is set up in the Foyer of the Great Hall.  

Mr R V H Morgan, Principal 
 



  

CADET ACHEIVEMENTS 
The achievements keep happening. This week the School hosted two important community events with the splendid ceremonial parade 
of 305 Squadron Australian Air Force Cadets and the recommissioning ceremony of Training Ship Condamine Australian Navy Cadets 
on Saturday.  Both events involved a number of Pittwater House pupils and staff. 
 
INVITATIONS TO ANNUAL PRIZEGIVING AND CHRISTMAS EVENTS  
Please find below the invitations to our very popular Carol Service and the Annual School Prizegiving which are being posted home this 
week.  On Tuesday next week E-2 pupils are performing in their annual Christmas Concert in the Great Hall at 9:00am and all parents 
and friends are welcome.  Please use the overflow parking on the School Oval that morning. Mr R V H Morgan, Principal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL GROUP VISITS 
We are delighted to announce that we are hosting groups from two of our sister schools next year.  A group of 15 students and 2 
teachers from Winnitsuksa school in Thailand are coming early in Term II; and a group of about 25 students and 5 teachers from 
Woodward Academy in Atlanta are coming late in Term II. 
 
We are looking for families to host our guests for some of this time.  Specifically, our Thai friends will need accommodation from April 
19 to 26 2010 and our American friends from June 8 to 10 2010.  If you are able to offer accommodation to one or two students in 
either or both of these times, please contact Mr Coyle on 9972 5773 or by email jim.coyle@tphs.nsw.edu.au.  All members of the 
School family are welcome to be part of this cultural exchange. 
 
Next week we welcome 250 pupils from Chiba Keiai High School Japan on their annual tour of Australia and they are spending just the 
morning with us on Wednesday.  A programme involving all of Forms 7 to 11 has been prepared. Mr M S Orrock, Headmaster 
 
NEWS FROM THE LIBRARY 
As Christmas fast approaches, the School library is starting to recall all overdue books from pupils.  It is always good to leave the library 
shelves restocked and in order before the holidays arrive so that we are ready to begin again in the new year.  So it would be 
appreciated if all library books lying around the home could be returned to the library before Week 8.   
 
After a very successful book fair in Term III, the library has been able to purchase a range of new items for the shelves.  These new 
fiction and non-fiction books and journals are starting to appear on the shelves and here is an example of what we can look forward to:  
 
Fiction titles include :  Arrow’s Fall, Into the Wild, Forest of Secrets, The Magic Tree House series, Maximum Ride, Daniel X series, 
Alex Rider, Geronimo Stilton, Battle for Rondo, Beast Quest series, Magic Ballerina series, Dog Days, Wyrm King, Timeless Fairy Tale 
collection, Puffin Classics set and All New Children’s Collection. 
 
Non-Fiction titles include :  Down on the farm series, Happy Families Collection, Where’s Wally collection, Recycling Things to Make 
and Do, Essential Lives, Energy Now and In the Future collection, Digital Information and Literacy collection, Australian and World 
records 2010, The Gifted Kids Survival Guide, Biographies collection, Adding Assets collection, Green Matters collection, 
Environmental Dangers collection, Don’t Be a Copycat, You Write It collection, Food Zone set and Wildlife Watchers set. 
 
Journal Titles include:  APC, Australian PC User, Donna Hay, Empire, Good Health, Inside Sport Magazine, Money, New 
Internationalist, Newsweek, Popular Science, Metro and Screen Education. Mrs B Sefton, Teacher Librarian 

 
 
SECOND HAND TEXT BOOK SALE 2009 
The annual sale will take place on the last day of term.  Please read the flyer at the end of this newsletter for details.  

Mrs V McGrouther 
 

 
HORIZONS NEWS 
This week the Special Projects group are working on their area of interest.  The Form 8 boys have chosen the FIFA World Cup and the 
Form 9 group has chosen Music and Bands.  The Forms 5/6 group are busy distributing and collating the results of a questionnaire 
about cooking. 
Pupils in the Junior School are continuing their group support work, either with some enrichment activities or some extra help in reading 
and writing.  It is pleasing to see the progress that has been made in these areas.  PK and JK are enjoying their weekly Maths games 
and have progressed with their mathematical skills. 
This week’s Brain Teaser: Alf, Bert, Charlie, Dougie, and Ernie have been having a competition with each other, in which there were no 
ties.  You are told that Alf was as many places above Bert as Dougie was above Ernie; and that neither Charlie nor Ernie were third or 
fifth. 
Last week’s answer: C = 7, D = 4, F = 0, H = 1, J = 6, L = 5 Mrs M Cross, Horizons Co-ordinator 
 
MOVEMBER 
This is the last week to get your votes in for the teacher you think will win the Movember moustache growing competition.  Votes are 50 
cents each or 3 votes for a dollar.  All money raised will go to charities concerned with men’s health issues.  Currently, Mr Coyle is the 
clear leader but Mr Upton is putting on a late charge and Mr Hoekman and Mr Browning are late finishing outsiders.  Prizes for the 
correct guess include an ITunes voucher, two movie tickets and a huge lolly bag.  You may vote any day at lunchtime at the picture 
poster near the canteen or in Mr Maydo’s office in W231. Mr J Maydo, Community Service Charity Group 



SWIMMING LESSONS AT PITTWATER HOUSE 
Swimming lessons have been included as part of the TPHS Community Service Program. 
The lessons are provided to any pupil who lacks water confidence or feels the need to 
improve their swimming. A number of local and international pupils participate in the 
fortnightly lesson, and real improvements have been made.  The latest lesson saw all 
swimmers do a 10 minute trial to see how many laps they could swim, and no individual 
swam less than 200m. There will be numerous benefits of the lessons to all participants, 
including participation in aquatic activities in PE, swimming with confidence at the beach and 
enhancing their self esteem. Mr R Upton, PDHPE Co-ordinator 

 
 
 

Junior School News 
At Assembly this week the pupils were reminded that although there are many exciting events in the School calendar that they are 
preparing for, the pupils still have two full working weeks left in the term before the holidays begin.  To this end, I would ask that the 
pupils do not start to bring in Christmas sweets, cards, candy canes and the like, for their class mates until the last couple of days of 
week 8.  Once celebrations and sugar begin to take hold it is difficult for the pupils to remain focused.  If your children would like to 
acknowledge the Christmas gift of giving, I would recommend our ‘Charity Christmas Tree’ which is in the foyer of the Great Hall. 
Unwrapped children’s gifts can be brought into the classroom to be placed under the tree for a child who might otherwise miss out. 
Please contact your class network parent if you have items for a class Christmas Hamper. 
 
I am excitedly looking forward to the E-2 Christmas Concert next Tuesday 1 December and hope to see many of you there. 

Mrs R Achurch, Deputy Head Junior School 

 
 
JUNIOR STRING ENSEMBLE 
Christmas came early in the ECC when the Junior String Ensemble visited on 
Monday.  As well as playing pieces from their “year-round” repertoire, they also 
played Jingle Bells and We wish you a Merry Christmas amongst other Carols.  They 
will also be playing at the start of the K-2 Christmas Concert which will be held on 
Tuesday 1 December at 9.00am. Mr J Abraham, Creative Arts Co-ordinator 
 
 

Secondary School News 
The Form 7 Placement tests and Parent Information Evening was held last Thursday for new pupils.  Our aim was to ease the transition 
into Form 7 and have class structures organised before Day 1 next year.  It was most helpful to introduce Network Parents so thankyou 
for attending. 
 
This week is the Orientation for 2010 new pupils and the Forms 7-9 Dance. 
 
Next Wednesday December 2 we have 243 pupils and 13 staff visiting from our sister school Chiba Keiai High School, Japan.  We will 
be involved in cultural and sporting activities with the pupils. 
 
Academic lessons continue and all pupils are expected at School every day. Mr M Orrock, Headmaster 
 
FORM 10 STUDY DAY 
The Form 10 Study Day was held last Friday 20 November.  Dr Perry gave a talk about HSC Timing and Assessment, Mr Orrock 
discussed Critical Thinking and the Habit of Mind, Jessica Doyle (2008 alumni) gave advice on how to get through the HSC 
successfully.  Dr Perry and Mrs Finney ran a team building exercise which involved creating a water tower out of straws and 
maneuvering through an obstacle course holding a cup of water.  There were also seminars held by a member of Warringah Library 
Services on using library data bases, a careers talk by Mrs Finney on the My Future Website and Mr Collins discussed how to study 
and make the most of your time.  It was a great day and the pupils enjoyed themselves. Mrs K Finney, Careers and Tertiary Adviser 

 
HSC INFORMATION EVENING 24 NOVEMBER 
An HSC Information evening was run on Tuesday night for our current Form 11 pupils.  The evening was a great success and was well 
attended by the majority of pupils and their parents.  The information packs distributed will be posted to all pupils who did not attend.  A 
number of staff members spoke about surviving the HSC year discussing topics such as ‘Managing stress and study’, ‘Plagiarism’, 
‘Board of Studies requirements’ and ‘Goal setting’.  We would particularly like to thank Mrs Alison Morgan, mother of alumna Harriet 
Morgan for her words of wisdom to all families. Dr R Perry, Acting Director of Studies 
 

Cadets 
Next week cadets will take place on the Tuesday and not the Wednesday.  All cadets have been given a choice of participating in 
surfing, kayaking or the Rock House.  Permission notes were distributed on Monday and it is important that the cadets follow the 
equipment instructions and have all notes returned as per the due dates. CAPT (AAC) James Walmsley 
 

Sport 
 
JUNIOR SCHOOL SPORT 
 
CRICKET SHIELD MATCH 
Congratulations to the following boys who have been selected to play against Mosman Prep in the annual Cricket Shield match this 
coming Friday:  Matt Brock (Captain), Louis Langoulant (Vice Captain), Jack Murata, George Firth, Will Hurst, Mitchell Yeomans and 
Marco Herbert (P6), Ethan Chessell, Isaac Smith and Harrison Johnston (P5), Harrison Brock (P4).  The game will be played on our 
School oval from 2.00pm until 5.00pm next Friday.  Good luck boys! 



 
SURF EDUCATE AUSTRALIA 
Last Tuesday our Forms 2 and 3 went to Dee Why beach to take part in the Surf Educate Australia programme.  The pupils arrived to 
find that there was a huge surf pounding the beach.  Many of the activities were moved to the rock pool at the southern end of the 
beach for safety reasons.  Despite the conditions being rough and windy our youngest group to attend this year’s course braved the 
tough conditions and surprised the instructors.  Well done to the Form 2 and 3 pupils for a fine effort.  

Mr P Browning, Junior School Sportsmaster 
 
FROM THE SPORTS DESK IN SECONDARY SCHOOL 
 
BASKETBALL 
 
G8 v St Lukes.  Lost 25-28.  What an exciting game with the highlight being Matt Wicken’s great intercept, effective layup and 
successful basket all while fending off several opposition players from one end of the court to the other.  The boys just missed out on 
making this game a win, however it was a hugely entertaining game and much fun was had by the boys.  It also had parents on the 
edge of their seats from basket to basket and the game could have gone either way. 
 
G11 v Doubled Teamed.  Lost 29-61.  In extreme heat conditions and with just 5 players the House boys put in great work and huge 
efforts, most especially in their hustling of the opposition throughout the entire game.  Elliot Green was brilliant under the hoop which 
showed as he top scored with 10 points but really all the boys did themselves proud with their ‘never give up’ attitude in a tough game. 

 Mrs A Wright, Manager 
CRICKET 
 
Form 7/8 Cricket – The team has already played 2 games this season.  The first game was against St Paul’s Forms 7.  We won the 
toss and elected to bat.  Unfortunately we were all out for 63 runs.  St Paul’s had no trouble reaching our score for only a loss of 1 
wicket.  The highest scorer was Ryan Blackshaw.  The second game was against St Paul’s Form 8 team.  We played much better even 
though we reached 64 runs after 18 overs for the loss of only 5 wickets.  St Paul’s reached 115 runs for the loss of 6 wickets.  James 
Cox was the best batsman on the day and retired on 30 runs.  Notable wicket takers were Ryan Blackshaw, Rob McAlpin and Ben 
Chapman. Dr R Regtop 
 
TENNIS 
 
TPHS Tennis Tournament 
Please note that due to a clash with the 3–on–3 Basketball Tournament we have had to move some of the set days.  Tuesday 24 
November – Opening Rounds for Forms 9-11 Boys will take place.  Friday 27 November – Opening Rounds for Forms 7-8 Girls will 
take place as well as Finals of Forms 9-11 Boys.  Tuesday 1 December – Opening Rounds of Forms 7-8 Boys will take place.  
Thursday 3 December – Finals of Forms 7-8 Boys. Good luck to all those who have entered. Mr W Levy, Manager of Sport 

 
Les Hegyessy Tennis 
The School Holiday Tennis and Combined Sports Camp entry forms have been distributed.  Extra forms are available at the School’s 
Main reception area. 
 
All our TPHS teams were performing exceptionally well last weekend. Congratulations for the outstanding results to Ricky and 
Kelly Jury, Dylan Reid, Charlie and Isaac Smith, Anthony and John Tregunna, Matthew Julian, Mitchell Hancock and Courtney Halford. 

Mr L Hegyessy, Tennis Head Coach  
 

PHPA 
 

 
COOL KIOSK IS BACK THIS TERM ON WEDNESDAYS AND FRIDAYS 
The Kiosk will be operating in the Junior School playground on Wednesdays and Fridays at 1.10pm.  Pupils can 
purchase a variety of ‘cool treats’ priced between 50c - $2.00. 
 

 
 
 

 
CANTEEN DUTY 

Canteen Supervisor – 
Phone 9972 5718 after 8.00am 

Mon 30 Nov Shirley Mitchell Cheryle Prenter Sarah Genev 

Tue 1 Dec Kathryn Dowd Julie Leal  

Wed 2 Dec Pat Graziano Help Needed  

Thu 3 Dec Michelle Howes Andri Beneke Pamela Greening 

Fri 4 Dec Vickie Cardiff-Kinder Kate St Clair Kerry Julian 

�

CLOTHING POOL AND SECOND HAND 
BOOKS AT 1 PARKES ROAD. 
 

Access is via the gate at the top left hand corner 
of the car park. 
 

The Clothing and Book Pool is run by a volunteer parent and is open on 
Tuesdays 8am-9.15am and Thursdays 2pm-3.15pm. 
 

Please Note:  Only cash or cheques will be accepted.  Purchases cannot  
be charged to your School account.  CUSTOMERS MUST CHOOSE 
CAREFULLY AS THE PHPA HAS A NO REFUND POLICY 
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