
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What’s On 
in Week 6 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mon 23 Nov 
 

Mon 23 Nov-
Fri 27 Nov 

C10 to Abercrombie 
House 
 

TPHS Tennis 
Championships 

Tue 24 Nov 2010 HSC Information 
Evening 

Wed 25 Nov 
 

6:00pm-
7:30pm 

Form 7 Orientation Day 
2010 

PHPA Meeting (Conf 
Rm) 

Thu 26 Nov 

6:30pm-
10:00pm 

 

C&G 7-9 Dance 
(GtHall) 

Fri 27 Nov 

 
6:00pm-
8:00pm 
 

2:00pm-
5:00pm 

C10 return from 
Abercrombie House 
 

Pittwater House Art 
Prize 
 

Mosman Prep Cricket 
Shield 

TERM DATES 2009 

TERM IV Closes 11 Dec 

TERM DATES 2010 

TERM I 
Opens 27 Jan 

Closes 1 Apr 

TERM II 
Opens 20 Apr 

Closes 25 Jun 

TERM III 
Opens 20 Jul 

Closes 17 Sep 

TERM IV 
Opens 12 Oct 

Closes 10 Dec 

No. 2009/35 18 November 2009 

Surf Educate Australia 
Last week our Forms 4, 5 
and 6 went to Dee Why 
beach to participate in the 
Surf Educate Program.  We 
were fortunate to enjoy two 
days with perfect weather 
with some good surf 
conditions prevailing.  Our 
pupils were taken through 
the Surf Awareness and 
Surf Skills program by the 
Sea Instructors who  
 

worked at a ratio of one instructor for every 8 pupils.  The Sea Australia staff were very 
complimentary of the effort our pupils put into the program and their good conduct.  
During the programme Form 6 stopped on the beach for a short time to say a few words 
and to observe a minute’s silence to commemorate Remembrance Day.  This week our 
Forms 2 and 3 boys and girls will be taking part in the course.  

Mr P Browning, Junior School Sportsmaster 

 

Last week the Prep 3 boys attended Abercrombie House for the first time.  
We left on Monday 5 November and stayed for three nights arriving back 
on the Thursday afternoon.  On the way to Abercrombie we stopped at 
Echo Point for lunch and to take a look at the famous “Three Sisters”.  
 
On arrival at Abercrombie we were greeted by Mr and Mrs Christopher 
Morgan and shown to our chalet.  During our time at Abercrombie we 
participated in many fun and exciting activities such as the excursion to 
Bicentennial Park where we saw the Macquarie River and visited the Old 
Government Cottage.  Mr Chris helped us act out the scene where 
Governor Macquarie proclaimed the township of Bathurst.  We also visited 
the Bathurst Historical Museum where we participated in a treasure hunt 
activity and watched the Bathurst Remembrance Day ceremony, where we 
sang the National Anthem from the balcony with great gusto. 

 

We had many rituals during our days at Abercrombie House.  The early morning walks/games were a favourite especially as it was 
too hot during the day to venture outside.  Our cricket match against the All Saints College was also a highlight with two games 
being played in great spirits.  Mason Gordon achieved a rare hat trick in one of these games. 
 
Mrs Christopher Morgan provided plenty of food during the week, however the formal dinner in the newly refurbished Banquet Hall 
was the standout with a special home cooked meal prepared by Mrs Morgan.  

 
We would like to thank Mrs Morgan, Mr and Mrs Christopher Morgan, Henry and Julia for their hospitality and for the opportunity to 
attend Abercrombie House.  The P3 boys thoroughly enjoyed their stay and are looking forward to returning as Prep 4.  

Mr S Jones, P3 Form Master 

P3 Attack Abercrombie House 



  

THE MIA FOUNDATION - PUPIL BILLETING REQUIREMENT 2010 
There is an opportunity for a School Family to assist with the billeting and welfare of a new country-based pupil from the start of 2010. 
As announced at the start of Term we are looking forward to the enrolment next year of an Aboriginal girl into Form 11 who will be the 
recipient of a full scholarship from The Mia Foundation.  Families who are interested in supporting this important initiative need to be 
able to provide more than just accommodation and meals and be prepared to provide a 'home-away-from home' for a girl from Far 
Western NSW.  The cost of board will be paid for by the Mia Foundation.  Expressions of interest are being sought now and those 
interested are requested to contact Mr Gary Waters, Chairman of the Mia Foundation, at trustees@miafoundation.com.au and visit the 
web site www.miafoundation.com.au.  The Mia Foundation has been established to honour the memory of Mia Jarvis Waters and is to 
provide a Form 11 and 12 education scholarship each year at Pittwater House to a 16 year old girl from an indigenous community. 
 
EMPTY CHRISTMAS TREE 
One of our traditions each Christmas is to ask the Pittwater House Family to give to the 'empty Christmas tree' appeal which provide a 
small gift through the Smith Family to children who are living in poverty in our City.  On behalf of the Chaplain the Grammar and 
College Prefects are encouraging all involved with the School to make a contribution by placing a suitable gift for a child (any age from 
about 4 to 16) under the Christmas Tree that is set up in the Foyer of the Great Hall. 
 
ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY ESSAY PRIZE 
Congratulations to Sarah Axon (C10), who was presented with a medallion and certificate for being one of the two winners in NSW of 
the 2009 RAN Youth Essay Prize. Mr R V H Morgan, Principal 
 
MESSAGE FROM THE HEADMASTER 
Junior School classes are in rehearsal for the Christmas concert, however are still focusing on continuing important Literacy and 
Numeracy work until the last day of term. 
 
Pupils in Forms 7-10 have just finished exams.  The next stage of review is so important for pupils.  When exams are passed back it is 
important that they write in the correct answers and seek answers on how not to repeat the error.  Analysis of the overall paper should 
reveal areas of strength and weakness so focus can be placed on those areas where marks can be improved.  Lesson programmes 
continue right to the end of the year. 
 
The HSC briefing evening next Tuesday is going to focus on academic issues but also address social issues of how to best cope in 
Form 12.  This will address balancing study with family duties, social and physical activities.  We plan to have a parent talk about their 
recent experiences, particularly to help those parents new to the HSC. 
 
We look forward to meeting new parents to the School this Thursday when 2010 Form 7 pupils come for placement tests and parents 
come to meet network parents and receive detailed information on daily routines. Mr M Orrock, Headmaster 

 
SCHOOL CAR PARK 
Thank you to the many parents who provided feedback to the School on issues of car park safety.  The suggestions on improvements 
are very welcome and each is considered carefully to see how it can be implemented.  Car park safety is a whole-of-school 
responsibility and so the more people who are turning their mind to the almost limitless challenges involved, the better.  Over the 
Christmas break we will again be undertaking a “refresh” of the car park lines and directions to improve visibility and will be adding an 
additional pedestrian crossing at the western end of the Kiss-Drop-Go Zone.   
 
This week users of the car park have been inconvenienced by the need to make emergency repairs to the storm water drain in the rear 
traffic lane.  The drain cover was badly damaged and fell into the drain, which has necessitated repairs to the concrete borders and the 
fitting of a new drain cover.  Unfortunately, the repairs could not be delayed as the damage was quite significant.   
 
A number of parents have reported incidences of drivers disobeying the car park rules with special mention of drivers who proceed 
down the rear traffic lane in the wrong direction or, more disturbingly still, exit the car park via the entrance driveway.  These incidences 
seem to be most prevalent first thing in the morning before the “rush hour” of drop-off and during the after-school hours between 
4.30pm and 6pm.  It would appear that most of the offenders are from the community groups who are accessing our out of school 
activity programs, of which there are now many.  The School has written to each group to remind them of their commitment to adhere 
to the School rules as part of the approval to access our facilities, so hopefully these episodes will now be a thing of the past.  Again, 
thank you to those parents who reported poor car park discipline to the School as it allows prompt follow-up action. 
 
All families are asked to please follow the car park procedures at all times – even during “out of hours” periods.  There have been many 
incidences in recent weeks where vehicles have been parked in the Kiss-Drop-Go Zone as well as in other non-parent parking bays 
(such as the School Vehicle bays).  These bays and the rules around parking in the Kiss-Drop-Go Zone are designed to ensure that 
there is clear access in the car park at all times.  Although the front row of the car park often appears to have vacant spaces in it at the 
“peak” times of morning and afternoon drop-off, I must ask parents not to use them.  If this row is used for drop offs and pick ups the 
traffic flow in the car park is severely disrupted by vehicles reversing out into the main traffic lanes.  Reversing vehicles pose the 
greatest threat to pedestrians (especially little pedestrians) and so we must try and minimise this.  For this reason, these spaces have 
been allocated to specific members of staff with the intention that the spaces are occupied for the majority of the day including the peak 
drop off and pick up times.  All spaces in the car park except those that are marked with “24/7” restrictio ns are “free and fair game” 
before 7am and after 6pm on any School day.   Parking in bays that are allocated for School vehicles simply compounds congestion 
problems as vehicles returning out of hours are then forced to occupy parental parking bays.  Parking in front of the main gates into the 
School yard not only obstructs an important emergency entry point to the School but blocks the point where pupils congregate to await 
pick up. 
 
Finally, a number of incidences have occurred recently where drivers who are parking in contravention of the published rules have 
become quite abusive when challenged (either by other parents or by members of the School’s administrative staff).  I can understand 
the frustration when asked to move on but the rules are being enforced to ensure the safety of all pupils at the School.  Getting upset 
about being asked to obey them is not going to result in a dispensation and will only leave everyone feeling bruised by events.  
“Consideration for others” is a core School value and the car park procedures present an excellent opportunity for us all to demonstrate 
our understanding of, and commitment to it. 
 
Happy motoring! Mr G Alderson, Business Manager 



 
ANNUAL CAROL SERVICE 
This year our Annual Carol Service will be held in the Great Hall on Monday 7 December starting at 6.30pm.  As in previous years, we 
would like to invite all alumni and members of the Pittwater House family to join the Senior Choir and Orchestra for this event.  There 
will be a rehearsal on the afternoon of Monday 7 December and music will be sent to those who wish to join us.  If you play an 
orchestral instrument or are an experienced singer please contact Mr Abraham on jim.abraham@tphs.nsw.edu.au.  

Mr J Abraham, Creative Arts Co-ordinator 
 
2009 PITTWATER HOUSE ART COMPETITION 
The Yearly Pittwater House Art Competition is fast approaching.  All pupils from K-12 are invited to enter an artwork.  To enter, just 
follow these instructions: It must be a 2D artwork (no photography) that does not exceed 80cm x 60cm (works over this size will not be 
hung).  The subject matter is open for all pupils to interpret in their own way.  Only one artwork per child is permitted for entry to the 
competition.  All works must have the pupil’s full name and class on the back of the work.  All entries are to be brought to the Great Hall 
on Wednesday 25 November from 8am onwards.  The artworks will be judged and the winners will be selected from the following Form 
groups: K-2, 3 and 4, 5 and 6, 7-9 and Forms 10-12.  The prizes will be announced on the night of Friday 27 November from 6-8pm. 
Entry forms were distributed to Form classes on Tuesday and any questions should be directed to Miss Goodwin or Mr O’Kane.  The 
Pittwater House Art Competition is sponsored by HIP Strategies. Mr S O’Kane 
 
HORIZONS NEWS 
The UN Club will be up and running again this week and will meet every week until the end of Term.  We thank Alfred Lee for his 
leadership in this area and hope he fared well in his recent University examinations. 
 
The Special Projects groups will meet this week, after a week’s recess for exams.  They are actively pursuing their chosen area and 
have been discovering some useful information and skills.  The Form 5/6 group will be distributing a questionnaire on the effects of the 
latest craze of cooking shows on television and their effects on the ordinary, at home cook.  Please participate in the questionnaire if 
asked as it will help these pupils with their project outcomes. 
 
This week’s Brain Teaser: Multiply by 3:  In the following multiplication each letter stands for a different digit. 
      LDCFL 
          3 
 HJDHHL 
Last week’s answer: The probability is 1:2. Mrs M Cross, Horizons Co-ordinator 
 

Junior School News 
This week Mr Wren and P5 will be spending four exciting days and nights at Abercrombie House in Bathurst.  I look forward to hearing 
about their adventures on their return.  Over the last week, each of the grades from Forms 2 to 6 participated in their Surf Educate 
experience.  I am pleased to report that as well as learning about being prepared for the surf for the summer, the children were 
commended on the way they participated enthusiastically and listened carefully to the instructions of the life savers, a vital necessity for 
living safely on the Northern Beaches of Sydney.  
 
The ECC photos will be taken this week on 17 and 20 November.  On Thursday 19 November, all new parents for E–12, 2010 will meet 
in the Great Hall for an Orientation Evening and on Friday 20 November the Forms 3-6 Network Parents will meet with the Heads of 
School. Mrs R Achurch, Deputy Head Junior School 

 
SUZUKI 2009 GRADUATION 

 
 
Congratulations to the violin and viola pupils who have gained a Suzuki Graduation level.  
The annual Graduation concert was held at the Sydney Opera House on Sunday 8 
November.  Pictured: Violin level 2: Courtney Halford and Bianca Keating. Viola level 2: 
Jasmine Pye.  These J5 string pupils have tuition at School and perform in the TPHS 
Junior String Ensemble.  Suzuki/Traditional violin and viola tuition is available for pupils 
from age 4. Older beginners are also welcome. Mrs A Schmid 
 
 
 
 

 
JUNIOR SCHOOL ENVIRO CLUB FUNDRAISER 
 

Wednesday 25 November.  Tickets on sale now $2.  For sale on the day:  Lolly bags $1, Jelly and Ice Cream 
Sundaes $2.  All proceeds will go to Monika’s Doggie Rescue.  Prizes for the winning classes! 
 Mrs N Page 

 
 

Secondary School News 
 
FORM 10 STUDY AND HSC BRIEFING DAY 
On Friday 20 November Form 10 will be briefed on study skills, future paths and HSC assessment.  A variety of staff will be involved 
and a member of the Warringah Library Services will also attend to help pupils with research and the services the library offers.  This 
will be held in the Junior Hall from periods 1-6. Mrs K Finney, Careers and Tertiary Advisor 

 
CONGRATULATIONS 
To Sarah Axon (C10) who passed her AMEB 5th Grade recently.   Sarah also leads the viola section of the Ceremonial Orchestra. 

Mr J Abraham, Creative Arts Co-ordinator 



 

Sport 
 
FROM THE SPORTS DESK IN SECONDARY SCHOOL 
 
BASKETBALL 
G8 v Rockets.  Lost 28-53.  A loss yes but a good game played with the boys executing good passes around the key and playing 
several moves practiced at training.  Strong rebounding was a highlight especially by Nicholas Capeleris.  Marc Breckle and Toby 
Roberts each scored a very nice 3 point basket. 
 
G11/12 v Vipers.  Lost 38-40.  What a great game.  The G11 boys were trailing 23-6 at half time and then showed the overly confident 
opposition just how well they can play with the final minute being very exciting.  Willem Van Zanten not only made a beauty of a 
successful flip rebound basket, he was pivotal in bringing about such a close score.  Jackson Donegal should also be mentioned for his 
three 3 point baskets. All the boys did everything right and impressed Coach Levy with their skills and great game play. Well done 
boys. Mrs A Wright, Manager 
 
CIS GYMNASTICS 
Congratulations to Amy Smit (C9) and Riley Cross (C7) who competed at the CIS Gymnastics Championships at PLC Sydney this past 
Friday. Amy competed at Level WAG 8, she placed 1st in Vault, 2nd in Floor and Bars and 3rd in Beam. Riley competed at Level WAG 7, 
she placed 1st in Vault, 2nd in Floor and Bars and 3rd in Beam. Congratulations to both girls on these fantastic results.  
 
TENNIS 
 
TPHS Tennis Tournament - During the week of Monday 23 through Friday 27 November TPHS will hold our very own TPHS Tennis 
Championships.  The tournament draw has been posted on the sports notice board near the canteen.  For all those who have entered, 
the games will take place during lunch times.  Good luck to all! M W Levy, Manager of Sport 
 
NORTHERN BEACHES WEEKEND COMPETITIONS 
Congratulations for the great effort and for the outstanding results of the TNB Weekend Competitions.  The results are:  TPHS 1 v 
Narraweena.   Drew 3-3.  TPHS 2 v Courtsportz.   Lost 2-4.  TPHS 3 v Elanora  Hts.   Won 5-1.  TPHS 4 v Bareena Pk .  Won 4-2.  
TPHS 5 v Terrey Hills .  Won 4-2.  TPHS 6 v Bareena Pk.   Drew 3-3.  TPHS 7 v Collaroy.  Won 4-2.  TPHS 8 v Wakehurst .  Won 5-1. 
  
The School Holiday Tennis and Combined Sports Camp forms will be out soon.  Places are limited so please book early. 

Mr L Hegyessy, Tennis Head Coach 
 

PHPA 
 

 
COOL KIOSK IS BACK THIS TERM ON WEDNESDAYS AND FRIDAYS 
The Kiosk will be operating in the Junior School playground on Wednesdays and Fridays at 1.10pm.  Pupils can 
purchase a variety of ‘cool treats’ priced between 50c - $2.00. 
 

 
CANTEEN COMPETITION 
We would like pupils from the Junior School to think of a name for the School Canteen.  Pupils should place their entry into the box 
provided in front of the canteen along with their name and class.  Competition started Monday 9 November and finishes Friday 20 
November.  A prize of two Cinema Tickets has been kindly donated by Mrs Vickie Cardiff-Kinder for the winner who will be announced 
in the School’s Housenews. Mrs V Wilson, PHPA 
 
 

 
CANTEEN DUTY 

Canteen Supervisor – 
Phone 9972 5718 after 8.00am 

Mon 23 Nov Jane MacKinnon Sandy Reid  

Tue 24 Nov Julie Leal Shelley Jiang  

Wed 25 Nov Kerry McAlpin Lucy Dennison  

Thu 26 Nov Lissa Hurst Barbara Batton Andri Beneke 

Fri 27 Nov Penny Moses Vickie Cardiff-Kinder Jane Griffiths 

�

CLOTHING POOL AND SECOND HAND 
BOOKS AT 1 PARKES ROAD. 
 

Access is via the gate at the top left hand corner 
of the car park. 
 

The Clothing and Book Pool is run by a volunteer parent and is open on 
Tuesdays 8am-9.15am and Thursdays 2pm-3.15pm. 
 

Please Note:  Only cash or cheques will be accepted.  Purchases cannot  
be charged to your School account.  CUSTOMERS MUST CHOOSE 
CAREFULLY AS THE PHPA HAS A NO REFUND POLICY 


