
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What’s On 
in Week 4 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mon 9 Nov C&G 7-10 End of Year 
Examinations 
commence (GtHall) 

Excn: P&J K-2 to Imax 
Theatre 

G&C 10 School 
Certificate 
Examinations (GtHall) 

HSC Examinations 
continue (UHall) 

P3 to Abercrombie 
House 

Wed 11 Nov 

10:50am-
11:10am 

 

Remembrance Service 
(Jnr Schl Flagpole) 

Thu 12 Nov P3 return from 
Abercrombie House 

Fri 13 Nov C&G 10 School 
Certificate computing 
Examination (Gt Hall) 

TERM DATES 2009 

TERM IV Closes 11 Dec 

TERM DATES 2010 

TERM I 
Opens 27 Jan 

Closes 1 Apr 

TERM II 
Opens 20 Apr 

Closes 25 Jun 

TERM III 
Opens 20 Jul 

Closes 17 Sep 

TERM IV 
Opens 12 Oct 

Closes 10 Dec 

No. 2009/33 4 November 2009 

Le Dîner Français 

The annual French Dinner was held in the Great Hall on Wednesday 28 October with 
the theme of “Le français chez nous!”  It was great to see so many dress “a la francaise” 
with many of our families getting into the spirit.  Over 85 guests were entertained by 
various items performed on the night.  Cinderella, in French (bien sur) by Thao Nguyen, 
Molly Hurst, Natasha Burke, Jessica Reynolds-Wellington, Teigan Forbes, Courtney 
Halford, Emma-Jane Mackinnon-Lee, Isabella Thomas (J5).  The poem “Dejeuner du 
matin” was recited by pupils of Form 10 demonstrating one way of learning, or rather 
remembering, the passé compose.  Benjamin and Ryan Blackshaw of Form 7, shared 
their family holiday in France with a slide show of photographs accompanied by 
commentary highlighting that knowing French when in France proved to be a clear 
advantage!  As one of the topics for Form 8 French was clothes one of the class 
activities was to re-enact a cat-walk, describing what each person was wearing.  Adina 
Toumi-Cussinet of Form 10 gave a powerful rendition of “Je ne regrette rien”, one of 
Edith Piaf’s famous hit songs.  Our Guest of Honour, Dr Patricia Marechal-Ross, 
addressed the guests on what it is to be French and the importance of learning French.  
She congratulated our pupils on their performances and the efforts of the French 
teachers in promoting French through events such as the annual French Dinner.  We 
were pleased to have Professor Ross Steele AM, Officier de la Légion d’Honneur, 
attend the event and extend his encouragement and support.  Le dîner français was a 
great family evening with good food, great company all sharing the goal of promoting 
and encouraging our pupils in their efforts and pursuits.  The success of the evening 
became even more apparent the following day, when the pupils were exchanging views 
and ideas on the meaning of some of the gestures presented by the Guest of Honour.  
Vive le francais! Mrs J Sellies, Faculty Co-ordinator, Languages 
 

Last week Form 6 had the privilege of visiting many of the 
features of Canberra that make it such a unique Australian 
capital city.  In our three days away we covered a large 
number of locations and topics. 
 

We were able to follow the historical and architectural 
development of our national capital through visits to the 
National Exhibition Centre at Regatta Point and to the Mt 
Ainslie lookout. 
 

Our political education was advanced through conducting 
our own ballots, elections and Parliament through lessons 
in the Electoral Education Office in Old Parliament House; 
before watching a heated debate during Question Time in 
the House of Representatives and then sharing afternoon 
tea with our local member, the Hon Bronwyn Bishop, MP. 

 

Two special highlights included an evening when we had the fantastic Questacon Science Centre all to ourselves; and a morning 
spent touring – and playing – in the superb Australian Institute of Sport. 
 

Form 6 would like to send a huge ‘thank you’ to Mrs Achurch for organising our jam-packed itinerary and accommodation; our ‘No.1 
Bus Driver’, Ken; and our kind ‘excursion parents’, Mr and Mrs Yeomans and our Form Master Mr Hudson. Form 6 

Form 6 Canberra Visit 



  

 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
It is with much regret that I have accepted the resignation this week of Mrs Janice Gonczi which will take effect from the end of 2009 on 
completion of her long service leave.  Mrs Gonczi has been a cherished member of the teaching staff at Pittwater House for over 13 
years and most recently held the important position of Head of Junior School. She has supported her staff, the Headmaster, me and 
the Board of Governors throughout her tenure and is highly regarded by her colleagues here and amongst her peers in the school 
sector. An announcement about her successor will be made in due course.  In the meantime I join with all Pittwater House families, 
staff and pupils in thanking her for the contribution she has made to the education and care of so many of our pupils. 
 Mr R V H Morgan, Principal 
 
FRENCH DINNER  
Dr Patricia Marechal-Ross was a delightful guest of Honour at the French Dinner escorted by Professor Ross Steele AM, Officier de la 
Legion d’Honneur.  The Guest of Honour spoke on what it means to be French.  It was a very family orientated evening and 
performances were varied and spontaneous. Mr M Orrock, Headmaster 
 
COMMEMORATION SERVICE 
On Friday 23 October a contingent of Pittwater House cadets formed a tri-service 
catafalque guard for the United Nations Day Commemoration Service held at Martin 
Place.  As they marched onto the catafalque and went to rest on arms the Martin 
Place clock chimed in the background providing for a serene atmosphere amongst 
those who were there to commemorate.  The cadets were highly praised for their 
outstanding efforts during the service.  This was the second service this year that 
Pittwater House has been able to provide a tri service catafalque guard.  Well done to 
Guard Commander – CUO (AAC) Charlie Roberts, Cat Guard - CUO (AAC) Alexander 
Munns, SGT (AAC) Hugh Brassil, SMN (ANC) Sandy Butterworth and Cadet (AAFC) 
Akshai Bhandari. Pilot Officer L Atkinson (Australian Air Force Cadets) 
 
HORIZONS NEWS 
This week the Special Projects groups from Form 8 and Form 9 will begin work on their area of interest study.  I look forward to working 
with them on this project.  Throughout this term I will be meeting with teachers and parents to review and rewrite Individual Education 
Programmes in readiness for next year.  This process will assure a speedy start to the programming in classes in 2010. 
 
The UN Club will reconvene later this month when alumnus Alfred Lee is available again and will then meet weekly on Fridays at lunch 
time.  
 
This week’s Brain teaser: 
Can you connect these nine dots with just 4 straight lines? 
 
Last week’s answer: 3 cuts Mrs M Cross, Horizons Coordinator 
 

Junior School News 
 
BANDANA DAY 
Friday 30 November was Bandana Day, a 
fundraising event for ‘Canteen’ young people 
living with cancer.  The ECC and Junior 
School children participated very generously 
with nearly every child donning a bandana 
and getting into the spirit of the day. 
Bandanas were tied around heads, arms, 
ankles, necks and waists, in an effort to be 
the most original bandana wearer.  Thank you 
to all families for supporting this important 
charity. Mrs P van Bussel, PK Form Teacher 

 
THE PITTWATER HOUSE READING CHALLENGE 2009 
What a wonderful year 2009 has been for reading.  This year we have had 58 pupils participate in The Pittwater House Reading 
Challenge, reading a combined total of 2,182 books!  What a fantastic achievement!  Well done to everyone who became involved in 
the Reading Challenge.  I can’t wait to see what kind of results we achieve in 2010! 
 
Congratulations to the pupils who completed the Reading Challenge: Paris Hallett, Phoebe Udell and Paris Younger (JK); Robyn 
Garrad, Sophie Grant and Isabella Thomassian (J1); Tayler Downey, Anjali Hunter and Isabella Zofrea (J2); Stephanie Braund (J3); 
Russia Christensen, Teigan Forbes, Nisha Hunter, Bianca Keating, Thao Nguyen and Alexandra Wilson (J5); Max Braund, Ashton 
Doukas, Jackson McGuirk and Liam O'Hara (PK); Ric Kuznetsov, Daniel Nemtsev, Vas Sotiropoulos and Alexander Williams (P1); 
Gaetano Zofrea (P2); Kai Johnson (P3). 
 
A special mention must go to those pupils who read more than the required number of books for the Reading Challenge.  They have 
put themselves onto the Reading Challenge ‘Honour List’:  Imogen Barnes, Chelsea Bennett, Jade Cruickshank, Stephanie Evans, 
Amelia Fredrikze, Trinity Phoenix, Alexis Pieper, Lauryn Pollard and Emily Rowland (JK), Charlotte Reid, Camila Vieira and Emily Zhou 
(J1); Scarlett Barlow Hunt, Annikka Burge and Alessandra Schaeren (J2); Juliana Vieira J3; Thomas Burge, Kobe Fulton and Devan 
van Schalkwyk (PK); Jaime Bannister, Alexander Butcher, Benjamin Cook, Alexander Dinham, Duncan Easter, Thomas Lee, Jack 
Rowland and Douglas Wilson (P1); Aidan Bennett, Luca Dailly, Zachary Wilkinson and Cain Williams (P2); Yash Sogy (P5). 
 
Well done everyone!  You should be extremely proud of yourselves. Miss N Jones, Reading Challenge Co-ordinator 
 



J3 ABERCROMBIE HOUSE VISIT 
J3 went to Abercrombie House last Monday morning.  We loved seeing Katoomba but we didn’t get to see the three sisters because it 
was too foggy.  We arrived at Abercrombie House that afternoon. 
 
After being shown to our beds and unpacking we had an afternoon of games.  Some of the highlights of the trip were a treasure hunt at 
the Bathurst museum which was won by Krystl Durant, Sriya Konduru and Tru Starling.  A talent quest filled with lots of singing and 
dancing that was so close that a winner could not be chosen and the fantastic Formal Banquet on the last night was enjoyable and 
delicious for all. 
 
On Thursday we came home and were only slightly held up by a flat tyre but with thanks to the NRMA were still back at School on time.  
A big thank you to Mrs Page, Mrs Chris and Mr Chris for a great trip away.  Can’t wait until next year. Tru Starling, J3 
 

Secondary School News 
 

HSC BRIEFING 
Form 11 were given a briefing on the new ATAR which replaces the UAI University rank on Tuesday as well as a great deal of HSC 
information to pass on to parents.  An information evening is planned this term on a date to be announced to brief parents and pupils 
on a range of social and academic matters such as exam dates in Term I next year and Trial HSC dates.  All parents and pupils are 
expected to make an interview time with Miss Finney this Term to discuss tertiary courses and create goals. Mr M Orrock, Headmaster 
 
FINANCIAL LITERACY BREAKFAST 
At the Financial Literacy Breakfast last Friday morning, Form 9 Commerce had the opportunity to listen to addresses from local 
business people on how to start up and run a successful business.  This breakfast was made possible thanks to the 2009 
Commonwealth Bank Financial Literacy grant the HSIE Department received this year.  Our guest speakers included Sue Heines - 
director of the Warringah Chamber of Commerce, Andrew Blunden - Director of Pittwater Business Limited, Dirk Chinchen – alumnus, 
Stuart Korchinski - School parent and Mark Andrews - School parent.  The Commerce classes got a great deal out of this breakfast and 
they really appreciated the opportunity to listen to experts with experience in small and large businesses tell stories of their 
experiences, provide tips on successful practice and details concerning regulations and laws.  The breakfast was so worthwhile that we 
hope to expand it next year and turn it into an annual event. Mr M Orrock, Headmaster and Mr J Walmsley, HSIE Coordinator 
 
MATHS WORKSHOP 
Maths Workshop is held each Monday and Thursday from 3.30-4.30pm in the Library.  This is a valuable opportunity to gain extra 
assistance from a Maths Teacher in a quiet, friendly environment. Mrs L Crowther, Acting Co-ordinator of Maths 
 

Sport 
 
FROM THE SPORTS DESK IN SECONDARY SCHOOL 
 
ATHLETICS 
Good Luck – NSW All Schools Athletics takes place this week.  Good luck to Sam Sheahan (G7), Shot Put, Elliot Green (G11) High 
Jump, Amity Delaney (C9) 1500 and 3000m and Ryan Hirsch 1500 and 3000m. Mr W Levy, Manager of Sport 

 
BASKETBALL 
G8 v St Augustines Lakes.  Won 33-20.  A great win this week by the boys.  They defended strongly, made steals and did well with 
breakaways.  Points came through good shots worked up from teamwork, successful rebounds and penalty shots.  Well done boys. 
 
G11/12 v St Lukes Gold.  Lost 37-59.  Despite this game coming through as a loss for House, the boys put on a great performance 
and it ended up as a real workout for the 5 players.  Highlight of the game was Daniel Wright’s efforts including the only 3 pointer for 
our team which he shot perfectly, his successful penalty shots and his defence work. Mrs Allison Wright, Manager 
 
 
 
RUGBY UNION 
Congratulations - Baden Donegal (G12) was awarded NSW Sydney Junior Player of the Year.  
The Ken Catchpole Awards Night was held at the Citigate Central Hotel in Sydney.  This photo is 
of the NSW Country player of the year Alex Gibbon, Phil Waugh, HSBC Waratahs Captain and 
Baden Donegal, NSW Sydney Player of the Year. 
 
 
TENNIS 
AICES 15 Tennis – Apologies to Jacqueline Green (C10), as we neglected to report on her accomplishments at the AICES Tennis 
Tournament last week.  Jacqueline placed third in her pool and competed against some very strong competition.  We look forward to 
hearing how Jacqueline fares when she moves into the Open AICES tournaments in the years to come. 
 
TPHS Tennis Championships – During the week of Monday 23 through Friday 27 November TPHS will hold our very own TPHS 
Tennis Championships.  The games will take place during lunch times and College and Grammar pupils from Forms 7-12 are welcome 
to participate.  If pupils do not have a tennis racquet one can be supplied by the Sports Department.  All tennis balls will also be 
supplied as part of the tournament.  Pupils must play in their TPHS PE uniform, including TPHS cap and appropriate footwear.  Those 
who are interested must sign up in the Sports Department over the next two weeks.  Good luck to all those who enter.  

Mr W Levy, Manager of Sport 
 
Northern Beaches Weekend Junior Competition - TPHS 1 v Collaroy.  Won 5-1, TPHS 2 v Courtsportz.  Won 4-2.  TPHS 3 v 
Courtsportz.  Won 3-3 (24-23). TPHS 4 v Narrabeen.  Won 4-2, TPHS 5 v Palm Beach.  Lost 2-4.  TPHS 6 v Bareena Pk.  Won 4-2., 
TPHS 7 v Careel Bay.  Lost 2-4. TPHS 8 v Wakehurst.  Won 4-2. 
 
Congratulations to our winning teams in their grade: Louis Langonlat, Isaac Smith, Reiley Dunlop and Kai Johnson, well done! 

Mr L Hegyessy, Tennis Head Coach 



 
TOUCH FOOTBALL 
On Monday, the Junior Boys Touch Football team had its first game of the season against the combined Northern Beaches Campuses 
High schools.  Although the boys were defeated 13 tries to 2, they showed good spirit and the potential to improve during the season.  
Our tries were scored by Will Harrsion and Owen Smith (G7) and the Man of the Match was James Passmore (G7). 
 
Unfortunately, our Junior Girl’s team was unable to have a game due to a forfeit by the Opposition. 
 
Our next training session will be next Monday at lunch. Mr J Maydo and Mrs M Sare, Managers 

 
PHPA 
 

 
CANTEEN 
Please note the canteen is now operating on the summer menu.  The menu can be found on the School’s website by going to: 
>PHPA>Canteen> or by clicking on the following link: http://www.pittwaterhouse.com.au//files/pdf/09CanteenPricesTIV.pdf. 

Mrs M Conde, Canteen Manager 
 
 
 

 
COOL KIOSK IS BACK THIS TERM ON WEDNESDAYS AND FRIDAYS 
All ice-creams between 50c - $2.00.  Parents don’t forget to give the little ones some money on these days if you 
would like them to have an ice-cream. 
 

 
 
INAUGURAL CANTEEN SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING 

 

The sub-committee has been formed to facilitate the day to day running of the 
School canteen.  Elected on the day, Chairperson Martine Conde and Secretary 
Lucy Dennison. 
 
In attendance were Beth Eager, Martine Conde, Lissa Hurst, Lucy Dennison, 
Vickie Cardiff-Kinder and Val Wilson. 
The newly formed committee gladly welcomes new members.  Members do not 
need to actively work in the canteen.  This is a great way to become involved with 
your School. 
 
Our next meeting is on the Wednesday 25 November at 2.00pm at the Canteen.  
For anyone interested please come along and support your School. 
 

 
CANTEEN COMPETITION 
We would like pupils from the Junior School to think of a name for the School Canteen.  Pupils should place their entry into the box 
provided in front of the canteen along with their name and class.  Competition starts Monday 9 November and finishes Friday 20 
November.  A prize of two Cinema Tickets has been kindly donated by Vickie Cardiff-Kinder for the winner who will be announced in 
the School’s Housenews. Mrs Valerie Wilson, PHPA 
 
PHPA CARDS/CALENDARS 
The teachers and children of the Junior School have been working hard creating beautiful artwork for the PHPA Calendar and 
Christmas Card Fundraiser.  Please note that all orders must be received by the end of this week (6 November) as the artwork must be 
sent off to the publisher.  Please make sure all orders and payments are forwarded to School Reception so you don't miss out. 

Mrs Carla Dunlop, PHPA 
 
 

 
CANTEEN DUTY 

Canteen Supervisor – 
Phone 9972 5718 after 8.00am 

Mon 9 Nov Dalva Cartwright Sandy Reid Lissa Hurst 

Tue 10 Nov Antonia Thomas   

Wed 11 Nov Lucy Dennison Debra Cleveland  

Thu 12 Nov Andri Beneke Barbara Batton  

Fri 13 Nov Kate St Claire Trish Cuthbert Vickie Cardiff-Kinder 

 
 

�

CLOTHING POOL AND SECOND HAND 
BOOKS AT 1 PARKES ROAD. 
 

Access is via the gate at the top left hand corner 
of the car park. 
 

The Clothing and Book Pool is run by a volunteer parent and is open on 
Tuesdays 8am-9.15am and Thursdays 2pm-3.15pm. 
 

Please Note:  Only cash or cheques will be accepted.  Purchases cannot  
be charged to your School account.  CUSTOMERS MUST CHOOSE 
CAREFULLY AS THE PHPA HAS A NO REFUND POLICY 


