
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What’s On 
in Week 3 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mon 2 Nov HSC Examinations 
continue (GHall) 

J5 to Abercrombie 
House 

Tue 3 Nov Excn: C&G 11 Drama – 
NIDA HSC Study Day 

Manly Daily Surf 
Lifesaving Carnival 
(Manly Beach) 

Fri 6 Nov 

 

J5 return from 
Abercrombie House 

Sat 7 Nov 

4:00pm-
8:00pm 

 

PHPA Outdoor Concert 
(School Oval) 

TERM DATES 2009 

TERM IV Closes 11 Dec 

TERM DATES 2010 

TERM I 
Opens 27 Jan 

Closes 1 Apr 

TERM II 
Opens 20 Apr 

Closes 25 Jun 

TERM III 
Opens 20 Jul 

Closes 17 Sep 

TERM IV 
Opens 12 Oct 

Closes 10 Dec 

No. 2009/32 28 October 2009 

 
A number of pupils at Pittwater House compete in a variety of competitions throughout the School year.  We 
would like to congratulate Form 10 pupils Stephanie McArthur and Natalie Townsend, current NSW Junior 
RoboCup champions, who placed eighth in the National Championships during the holidays.  Supported by Dr 
Regtop, RoboCup is a competition where pupils construct robots who can follow a line and pick up an item 
independently.  On behalf of the School body, congratulations to the girls for this terrific achievement. 

 Dr R Perry, Acting Director of Studies, Examinations 

NSW Junior RoboCup winners and 8th place in National Finals 

Form 5 at Parliament House 

On Tuesday Form 5 travelled to the NSW State Parliament House.  We firstly visited the 
Legislative Assembly where we sat in the chamber on the seats of the NSW government 
ministers and opposition shadow ministers.  We had the opportunity here to role play a 
debate.  We debated the ‘Homework Abolition Bill’.  The bill was then passed to the 
Legislative Council where it would normally be checked by committees before hopefully 
being sent to the Governor of NSW, before becoming a Law. 
 
Form 5 had a fabulous time at Parliament House. The member for Wakehurst, Mr Brad 
Hazzard, came to meet us and explained the importance of representative democracy. 
 
We learnt a lot and value the system of government in our country. 

Emma-Jane Mackinnon-Lee J5 and Nicholas Andrews P5 
 

The final term of the year has started wonderfully in the Junior School.  We have 
been lucky in Weeks 1 and 2 to be visited by the Life Education van, and more 
importantly, by Harold! 
 

Each grade had the opportunity to visit the van and learn how to be healthy and 
happy.  Life Education aims to assist schools with their drug and health 
educations programmes.  Their programmes focus on positive health messages 
and the belief that every child is unique.  The pupils participated in games, 
discussions and hands on activities.  This year’s sessions were very successful, 
and we are already looking forward to next year’s visit from Harold. Ms H Bennett 
 

On Monday the 26 October we had a visit with Healthy Harold.  Margaret taught 
us how different drugs and medicines effect people differently, how drugs can 
help your body and how they can be dangerous.  At the end Harold came out 
and showed us his crazy dance moves.  We had a great time learning and 
having fun. Taylor Sheahan (J4)  
 

Life Education Van Visits Junior School 



FULL AND ENRICHED LIFE AT THE HOUSE 
The annual French Dinner returns to the Great Hall this year and we are welcoming over 80 people to enjoy fine French cuisine and 
some delightful songs and readings – all in French, of course.  French is the language of choice at Pittwater House and often I am 
asked “why French?”  The study of any foreign language greatly assists with the learning of one’s mother tongue and most European 
languages have many similarities to English making them useful adjuncts to mastering vocabulary, grammar and good writing structure.  
French is the second language in so many non-English-speaking nations it becomes a useful language of international commerce and 
education for everyone.  French is also nearly as beautiful as English and over time has been the most successfully learnt by our 
pupils!  No doubt this will be debated at our French Dinner. 
 
The HSC Exams continue and, having met many of our pupils coming out of their exams in the last few days, I see much relief on their 
faces as they explore with each other the approaches to questions and the answers given. There are quite a few days of exams to go 
so please remember to keep quiet around the rooms being used for exams. Much of it takes place in the U-Hall behind South Wing. 
 
In the Prep and JC the Form 6s have been in Canberra for their annual HSIE excursion and we look forward to more detailed reports 
on their return.  The Life Education Centre van is on site for all classes to visit and learn through interaction with the presenters 
including “Healthy Harold”. 
 
The School welcomes Revd Father Steven Salmon from St John’s Parish to his first chapel for Term IV on Thursday.  Father Salmon is 
our ‘Chaplain-in-Residence’ whilst Revd Butterworth is on leave and the School will meet him as we formerly induct the new prefects in 
the Secondary Chapel Service at 9.55am after the Junior School meets him in their normal service in Period 2.  
 
I am pleased to report that Scott Ferguson (G12), has been given a key role in a significant Australian Army Cadets parade on 
Saturday.  In his capacity as Cadet RSM of NSW he has a specific role in the first royal parade to be held at Victoria Barracks since 
1970 when the Duke of Edinburgh presented his banner to the Cadet Corps.  HRH Prince Edward, the Earl of Wessex, will be 
reviewing officer for this parade of cadets from all over NSW and Scott will also be representing Pittwater House Cadet Unit.  
 
Do not forget to support Music at da House on Saturday 7 November from 4 to 8pm when some great musicians and dancers provide 
excellent family entertainment on stage on the School Oval in support of the wonderful work of the Pittwater House Parents 
Association. Mr R V H Morgan, Principal 
 

 
YOUTHLINX is an early intervention programme, funded by the Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations 
(DEEWR) and Warringah Council.  This service has been operating in the Northern Beaches area for over fifteen years and is based at 
Warringah Council’s Youth Service.  The Youthlinx Service has been supporting young people who are disadvantaged or have ‘special 
needs’ through the provision of recreational activities.  The program focuses on enhancement of self-esteem, development of social 
skills, communications, goal setting and problem solving skills.  This group provides the following community education presentations 
which are free and open to all parents with a child aged 11-16 years of age.  * Speaker’s Night  – Professionals will give information to 
parents of young people on issues that have been identified as being of concern to them.  Presenter Megan Varlow, Health 
Psychologist from Health Psychology Unit, UTS will talk about helping our kids to deal with anxiety, stress and worry.  This session will 
be held on Wednesday 4 November at Warringah Mall Community Room (above Mall Library near Hoyts Cinemas) at 7-9 pm.  
Bookings are essential.  Email booking is preferred YouthLinxbookings@warringah.nsw.gov.au (stating number of seats required) or 
phone Youth and Family Support Worker on: 9942 2681. Mr R V H Morgan, Principal 
 
HOMEWORK SUPPORT PROGRAMME FOR PARENTS 
The programme will be run by the Northern Beaches Business Education Network on Wednesday 18 November 2009 from 6.45pm – 
8.30pm at Warringah Mall Community Room (above Warringah Mall Library) and presented by Angie Wilcock, B A Dip Ed, Director-
High Hopes Educational Services.  The event is open to all parents, with particular focus on skills for pupils in Forms 5-12.  This is a 
free event, all you need to do is register with the NBBEN.  Places are limited so reserve your seat and register with Thali at the NBBEN 
on 9907 3133 or email your name and mobile number to rsvp@nbben.com.au Mrs K Finney, Careers and Tertiary Advisor 
 
HORIZONS NEWS 
This term I will be meeting with teachers to formulate support plans for pupils with special needs so that all will be ready for next year.  
The UN Club will be continuing to meet on Fridays, starting after exam weeks.  Placement testing for pupils going into Form 7 will take 
place in November, and you will be notified of this in due course.  I am looking forward to working with groups of pupils on their 
projects, and continuing with my group activities. 
This week’s Brain Teaser:  You have four chains.  Each chain has three links in it.  Although it is difficult to cut the links, you wish to 
make a single loop with all 12 links.  What is the fewest number of cuts you must make to accomplish this task? 

 Mrs M Cross, Horizons Coordinator 
 

 
CANTEEN 
Please note the canteen is now operating on the summer menu.  The menu can be found on the School’s website by going to: 
>PHPA>Canteen> or by clicking on the following link: http://www.pittwaterhouse.com.au//files/pdf/09CanteenPricesTIV.pdf. 

Mrs M Conde, Canteen Manager 
 
 

Junior School News 
 

This week our Life Education visits have commenced.  These stimulating lessons will be attended by all classes from the ECC to Form 
6.  J3 departed for Abercrombie House on Monday for their first visit.  Mrs Page accompanied the girls who were all very excited about 
their journey to Bathurst.  Form 6 also set off for their study tour of Canberra at 7am on Monday morning.  I look forward to hearing 
about both these trips on their return.  The ECC weekly Transition Mornings to Kindergarten will start on Wednesday 28 October.  The 
2010 kindergarten pupils will be familiarising themselves with the teachers and the classroom surroundings.  
 

Bandannas will be on sale this week in the ECC and the Junior School for $3 each.  The pupils can wear their bandannas at School on 
Bandanna Day, Friday 30 October.  The proceeds go to ‘Canteen’ for young people living with cancer.  

Mrs R Achurch, Deputy Head Junior School 



 

Secondary School News 
 
EXAMS 
Our chief focus this term from Forms 7-10 must be the exams.  Pupils must again analyse half yearly exams to see where they can 
gain marks in areas of weakness.  The next fortnight should be spent in revision so pupils are advised to ask Form Tutors for 
assistance in constructing a study timetable if they have not done so already.  A revised exam timetable has been issued and has been 
uploaded to the School’s website under >Secondary>School>Curriculum> or by clicking on the following link: 
http://www.pittwaterhouse.com.au//files/pdf/09Yr7o10YearlyandYear10SchoolCertificateExamTimeTable.pdf 
 
TENNIS 
I am delighted that Kelsey Dunlop has been selected for the CIS team which is a great honour.  Charlie Smith did very well at the 
AICES Trials and we have set a target that he makes the CIC team next year.  The TPHS Tennis Championships start after exams at 
lunch time and all serious tennis players should apply to Mr Levy. Mr M Orrock, Headmaster 
 

Sport 
 
JUNIOR SCHOOL SPORT 
 
SOFTBALL AND CRICKET 
Last Friday in Sport we held the following House Competitions: Girls Softball and Boys Cricket.  Congratulations to all the pupils who 
were selected to represent their Houses and the final results were: Softball - Bronhill 1st, Melba 2nd, Sutherland 3rd and Hammond 4th; 
Cricket - Osborne-Brown 1st, Butler 2nd, Askin 3rd and Vickers 4th.  Well done to Bronhill and Osborne-Brown who both won the finals in 
impressive style. 
 
PRIMARY SCHOOLS TENNIS CHALLENGE 
This competition is being offered to Boys or Girls in Forms 3-6.  The competition will be held next Saturday 31 October.  It is a team 
competition with two teams of players from Forms 3 and 4 and two teams from Forms 5 and 6.  The cost is $10.00 per player and the 
competition will be held in our local area.  Each team will play 4 or 5 matches.  A drink and sausage sandwich will be supplied to each 
player.  Please see Mr Browning for more details. Mr P Browning, Junior Schools Sportsmaster  
 
FROM THE SPORTS DESK IN SECONDARY SCHOOL 
 
BASKETBALL 
G11/12 v OK.  Lost 23-58.  A loss this week against the top team of the division despite good efforts by the boys.  However, the 
standout player of the game without a doubt was Sean O’Shea who defended, attacked, shot successful baskets, rebounded, 
rebounded his own baskets and played brilliantly the entire game and top scored with 10 points. Mrs Allison Wright, Manager 
 
CRICKET - FORMS 7/8 
The draw for Peninsular Cricket has now arrived.  Pupils were given the draw earlier this week.  The draw can also be found on the 
School’s website: Secondary School >Extra Curricular> Cricket.  Good luck to the boys and we look forward to hearing of your progress 
during the season. 
 
TOUCH FOOTBALL 
Unfortunately the Junior Boys and Junior Girls Touch Football game was cancelled this week due to the wet.  Training will take place 
as per usual on Friday afternoon for all players.  The teams will play Monday 2 November at 4pm on the School oval against NBSC.  
 
AICES SOFTBALL will be held Thursday 12 November 2009.  Senior College pupils who play at a high level of competition are 
encouraged to see Mr Levy in the Sports Office.  
 
AICES 15 TENNIS 
Friday 23 October was the 2009 AICES 15 years Tennis Championships.  Players were from Forms 7, 8, 9 and 10.  Kelsey Dunlop 
(C7) competed at the AICES 15 Tennis Championship on Friday.  There was a total of 18 players in the tournament.  Kelsey played 
against some girls that were ranked in the top 400 in Australia.  Kelsey has made it through to CIS which will be held at PLC Pymble in 
two weeks time.  In the boys, fifty three players arrived at Cintra Park Tennis Courts, Concord at 8am, Charlie Smith (G7) being one of 
them.  Some athletes came from as far as Kinross Wolaroi School in Orange, Central Coast, Nowra and an amazing 11 from Moriah 
College.  It was a great experience to be involved in a well organised event with so many athletes.  The boys were split into 12 groups 
where they played a round robin format.  The top 2 from that round robin advanced to the final 24.  They then played 12 singles 
matches.  The 6 winners of those matches went on to represent AICES.  The depth in the boys’ tennis was extremely high and 
unfortunately Charlie narrowly missed out on advancing to the next stage.  He is looking forward to next year where he will be older and 
more experienced in the age group. Mrs Smith and Mr Levy, Manager of Sport 
 
CONGRATULATIONS TO: 
Pascalle Casey (C9) competed over the holidays for the Manly Breakers at the Water Polo Club Nationals in Brisbane.  She was 
selected and competed in the 16 Years Competition.  Her team came second and received a silver medal losing to Cronulla in the 
Grand Final.  There were a total of 24 teams taking part in the competition.  Pascalle was one of the youngest selected in the team and 
played really well.  During 2010 they will be travelling to Hawaii for an International Competition.  
 
Riley Cross (C7), Fraser McTavish (G9) and Jacqueline Green (C10) on their selection to the Kayak National Talent Identification 
Squad.  The team is based in Narrabeen and will be training three times a week.  We look forward to hearing of their adventures. 
 
Ben Alexis (G9) in the October recess, competed in the New Zealand National SnowSports Championships.  They were held in 
Cardrona, New Zealand.  His results are as follows: 3rd Parallel Giant Snowboard Slalom, 4th Half-pipe, Semi-finalist in the 
Snowboarder cross event.  
 



Ryan Hirsch (G9) had the opportunity to compete in four races in the United States of America during this last break.  Ryan mentioned 
“It was wonderful competing against runners from another country and I found everyone was really friendly.  I think the experience has 
prepared me well for the upcoming All School’s.  Thank you all for assisting me to get to America.”  
 
TENNIS 
Eight teams were in full action last weekend at the Tennis Northern Beaches Junior Competition.  The results are: Premier League - 
TPHS 1 v Narraweena.  Won 6-0.  Great start for Alex McGrouther (G12) on his last comp in the School colours!  Grade 1: TPHS 2 v 
Narraweena.  Lost 0-6.  Even the powerful play of captain Mitchell Hancock (G7) couldn't save our injured team. Grade 3: TPHS 3 v 
Mona Vale.  Won 3-3 (23-21).  Gabriel Christensen (G8) had a good start in a higher grade!  Grade 7: TPHS 4 v Courtsportz.  Won 4-2.  
Matthew Julien’s (G7) consistency helped to win their first match.  Grade 9: TPHS 5 v TPHS 6.  Lost 3-3 (25-23).  Adina Toumi-
Cussinet teams first match against Isaac Smith's team was exciting!  Grade 10: TPHS 7 v Courtsportz.  Won 4-2.  Good start for 
Courtney Halford’s team against an older team.  Sunday Morning Comp: TPHS 1 v Wakehurst.  Won 4-2.  All tennis activities are back 
to normal. Mr L Hegyessy, Tennis Head Coach, 0402 731 196 

 
 

PHPA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CANTEEN DUTY 

Canteen Supervisor – 
Phone 9972 5718 after 8.00am 

Mon 2 Nov Lissa Hurst Kathryn Dowd Cheryl Prenter 

Tue 3 Nov Shelley Jiang   

Wed 4 Nov Kerri McAlpin Lucy Dennison  

Thu 5 Nov Pamela Greening Susanne Molen-Grigull Shirley Mitchell 

Fri 6 Nov Andri Beneke Geri Rogerrio Vickie Cardiff-Kinder 

 
 

CLOTHING POOL AND SECOND HAND 
BOOKS AT 1 PARKES ROAD. 
 

Access is via the gate at the top left hand corner 
of the car park. 
 

The Clothing and Book Pool is run by a volunteer parent and is open on 
Tuesdays 8am-9.15am and Thursdays 2pm-3.15pm. 
 

Please Note:  Only cash or cheques will be accepted.  Purchases cannot  
be charged to your School account.  CUSTOMERS MUST CHOOSE 
CAREFULLY AS THE PHPA HAS A NO REFUND POLICY 
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Following the success of the ‘Moonlight Cinema’ on the oval last summer, the PHPA is proud to present to the whole School family 
‘Music at da House’ on Saturday 7 November, again on the School oval.  Please see the flyer attached as the last page of this 
Housenews.  Apart from the live bands and hip hop dancing, there will be plenty to keep the kids entertained.  See how long they 
can ride the mechanical surfboard?  Hope to see you there. Mr T Alexis, President PHPA 
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