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Form 12 at Abercrombie 

Members of Form 12 attended a final 2-day visit to Abercrombie House over the weekend and I was delighted to join each group at 
their respective final banquet dinners with their Form Tutors, the Headmaster at G12 on Saturday and the Deputy Head at C12 on 
Monday. These candle-light formal dinners are a wonderful feature of the programme that all Pittwater House pupils from Forms 3 to 
10 experience on their annual trip to Bathurst. The Form 12 dinners which were hosted by The Founder and Mrs Mary Morgan and 
the Housemaster, Mr Christopher Morgan and his wife Mrs Xanthe Morgan, in their usual way, ensured the groups had a wonderful 
final visit as class groups.  
 

Mr Miller and Mr Upton accompanied Grammar 12 to Abercrombie House over the weekend. Arriving on Friday evening, everyone 
enjoyed a barbeque dinner and reminisced about times at Pittwater House. On Saturday, we visited Reverend Butterworth’s house, 
where we spent the afternoon looking around his amazing property.  The banquet was on Saturday evening and we all enjoyed a 
great meal and some incredible entertainment.  
Opening their time capsules from Form 7 was a fantastic activity and enabled all pupils to reflect back on how much they have 
changed and at the time they have spent at School.  Sitting around the campfire on the property, all the pupils had plenty of laughs 
and the weekend provided a fitting end to their time at Pittwater House.  Thanks to Mr and Mrs Chris for your hospitality over the 
weekend.  Good luck to Form 12 in their upcoming HSC Examinations. Mr R V H Morgan, Principal 
 and Mr R Upton 
 

�   �  
 

As this is the final House News for the Term I take this opportunity to wish our Form 12 pupils the very best for their Stu-Vac over 
the next few weeks. We expect them to work diligently through their individual study schedules and if needed their teachers and 
Faculty Co-ordinators are available throughout the period for consultation and the Campus is open throughout the Spring Recess. 
We all look forward to these fine young men and women achieving their best in the HSC exams which start on 20 October and 
producing the excellent results which enrich the reputation of Pittwater House. Mr R V H Morgan, Principal 
 

The Sports Awards Dinner, held last Thursday, was the 
highlight event of the year for our sports achievers and their 
parents. The event was taken to a new level because of the 
Guest of Honour, John Maclean, OAM.  This remarkable man is 
a top ranked sportsman in triathlon; he has swam the English 
Channel and has been inducted into the Hawaiian Ironman Hall 
of Fame.  But he does all this without the use of his legs.  He 
became a paraplegic in his early 20s as a result of a being hit 
by a truck.  John presented awards to each of our sports 
achievers, spoke informally to many parents and pupils and  
 

staff and gave an inspirational address with the message that each of us should do the 
very best we can in each of our endeavours whatever the circumstances.  For more 
information on this amazing man see www.johnmaclean.com.au. 

 

There are some sports that have not been awarded their prizes yet.  They will be 
awarded later in the year when their seasons have been fully completed.  Many thanks to 
the Gymnasts who put on a very entertaining show - Amiy Smit, Cassie Wood, Grace 
O’Malley and Julia Fitzgerald.  Also thank you to Mr J Coyle and the Secondary School 
Big Band for warming up the crowd and to our official photographer Mr A Wren and Mr M 
Murray, Stage Crew.  Finally thank you to all the pupils and parents who attended the 
night. 
 

I thank Mr Levy, Miss Birch and Mr Browning as well as our Sports Team Captains and 
House Captains for their efforts as our sports leaders in 2009. Mr R V H Morgan, Principal 
 and Mr W Levy, Manager of Sport 
 

Forms 3-12 Sports Awards Dinner 



NSW BIKE WEEK 26 SEPTEMBER - 4 OCTOBER 
Bike Week falls in our School Recess this year and bike riding is to be encouraged because it is a fun and healthy pursuit. It does have 
inherent dangers because of the unfortunate mix of cars, buses, trucks and bikes on our roads and the lack of dedicated bike 
paths/tracks in our local area. 
I can recall several severe accidents which have involved Pittwater House pupils - one who came off his skateboard in his home 
driveway: no helmet, brain damage for life; another who was riding his bike out of the school gate and was hit by a car: helmet 
smashed but head and body safe; and another who was on his bike and hit by a car at the South Creek Rd / Pittwater Rd intersection: 
helmet and head safe but badly broken leg and upper body injuries.  So it should be clear to all riders what is most essential. 
 
There are some very important messages for all young people who choose to ride bikes, scooters or skateboards. The most important 
one is about managing your risks. Parents should insist that their children wear the recommended safety equipment, the minimum 
being a properly fitted bicycle helmet that complies with the Australian Standards. Riders must also observe the road rules and should 
properly maintain their equipment. Those pupils who ride to school are required to wear a helmet - this is a School rule.  Despite the 
risks and rules, bike riding for all is very much encouraged. Mr R V H Morgan, Principal (and occasional cyclist) 
 
PARENTING PROGRAMMES 
Northern Sydney Central Coast Area Health Service is again offering a number of parenting courses during Term IV 2009.  The 
following courses are being held in various suburbs in the northern area:  Triple P (Positive Parenting Programme), Communicating 
with Kids and Communicating with Teens.  Workshops are also being held – Dealing with Teen’s Back Chat, Understanding your 
Toddler and Discipline, Bully Busting, Transition to School and Transition to High School.  The seminar series Triple P for 1-12 years 
and Teens is also available.  Courses and workshops begin from 21 October.  Please phone for a brochure or information about the 
courses, workshops and seminars on 9887 5830. Mr R V H Morgan, Principal 
 
MESSAGE FROM THE HEADMASTER 
All Debating supporters are needed at St Ignatius Riverview on Friday 25 September when the Form 10 team of Jessica Goddard, 
Stephanie McArthur and Myles Haslam debate St Ignatius.  As they are the convening school the Grand Final is on their home turf so 
all the more reason we need supporters there.  
 
Make sure you are able to come to the French Dinner in the Great Hall on Wednesday 28 October.  Details will be announced shortly. 
 
We congratulate Stephanie McArthur on winning a scholarship with Warringah Council Library.  She will spend time with them over the 
holidays. Mr M Orrock, Headmaster 

 
SCHOOL SHOP 
During the holidays the School Shop will be open 8:00am-12:00pm on Friday 25 September, Monday 28 September, Friday 16 October 
and Monday 19 October.  Please call to make an appointment for summer uniform fitting. Mrs T Spark, Manager (9972 5721) 

 
HORIZONS NEWS 
It is the end of a busy term for Horizons.  This term saw the introduction of the UN Club, held every second Friday at lunchtime.  The 
members are enjoying experiencing the procedures of the UN Assembly.  To mark National Literacy and Numeracy week, Horizons 
held a Spelling and Word Knowledge competition.  This was well attended, with pupils eagerly waiting for the next competition.  Last 
week, six Form 7 and 8 pupils attended the UN Public Speaking competition, held at Hornsby Girls High School.  Congratulations to 
Sebastian Davies-Mills, James McArthur, Owen Smith, Rebecca Williams, James Cox and Nicholas Tucker for their commitment to this 
event.  It was a high standard of competition and our pupils from Pittwater House fared well.  The adjudicators remarked on how 
pleasing it is to know that young people are interested in International humanitarian issues and that we can be confident in our future 
leaders. 
This week’s Brainteaser: By moving one of the following digits, make the sum correct.  62-63 =1 
Last week’s solution: Remain unchanged.  When frozen, the ice cube displaces its weight. Mrs M Cross, Horizons Coordinator 
 

 
ANNUAL FRENCH DINNER CHANGE OF VENUE 

The annual French Dinner will be held in the Pittwater House Great Hall on Wednesday 28 October.  The theme is 
“Le francais chez nous” where you will see what our pupils do in the French classes.  You are welcome to dress-up 
“a la francaise”.  We look forward to your company and invitations will be forthcoming soon.  Please make note of 
the date in your social diaries and join us for the French Dinner. Mrs J Sellies 

 

 
FROGFEST 2009 FINAL SCREENING 
On Monday 14 September the final screening for the NSW Combined Schools French 
Film Festival - Frogfest was held at Astra Theatre.  Congratulations to the Form 10 
elective French class for their film ‘La Nouvelle Élève’ and to the Form 5 Junior College 
film group for their film ‘Bonbon’, which were selected for the final screening from more 
than 80 film submissions.  These pupils attended the final screening and received trophies 
for being competition finalists.  Frogfest is a fantastic opportunity for pupils to develop 
their French language skills and I would like to thank all pupils who submitted a film. 
 Ms K Harvey 
 

 

Junior School News 
On reflection, this has been an extremely exciting and fast paced term in the Junior School.  Each week seemed to feature a 
celebration or showcase of some kind.  I would like to congratulate the children on their dedication to learning this term and thank the 
staff for their hard work and guidance.  It is from these efforts that we all gain the greatest satisfaction and success. 
 
Classroom of the Term awards were announced in Monday’s assembly.  It was a very close competition with the judges awarding the 
Koalas room in the ECC, JK and J2 in the K-2 section and J5, P3 and P5 in the 3-6 section.  Congratulations also go to the recipients 
of the Sports Awards presented last week at the annual Sports Dinner; a most deserved recognition. 
 



The Early Childhood Centre Orientation Day held on Saturday 19 September was a great success and I would like to thank Mrs A 
Murray for her informative presentation and the ECC staff for their support and warm welcome to families on the day. 
 
I would like to wish the Form 12 pupils the best of luck for their HSC exams next term and wish everyone a safe and happy break.  I 
look forward to seeing you back at School in summer uniform in Term IV. Mrs R Achurch, Deputy Head of Junior School 

 

Secondary School News 
 
NATIONAL ROBOTICS COMPETITION 
Stephanie McArthur (C10) qualified for the National Championships on Sunday 20 September.  Teams from all over Australia including 
winners of the State Championships entered.  With a few technical problems Stephanie reached the finals within the top eight.  A total 
of 30 teams entered the competition. Mr R Regtop, Coordinator of Science 

 
PLACES STILL AVAILABLE ON SAILING TRIP –JANUARY 2010 
We still have places available for the School sailing trip aboard the MV South Passage Sail 
Training vessel from Sunday 10 January to Thursday 14 January.  We are accepting Form 7 
adventurers and would also like to extend an invitation to any parents who might like to join us, 
providing they have a child participating in the trip.  The trip runs from Darling Harbour up to 
the idyllic Broughton Island (off Port Stephens) and returns to Darling Harbour.  The total cost 
for the trip is $730 p.p.  This trip was a fabulous success in 2007 and if you would like further 
information on the voyage I would encourage you to check out the website 
www.southpassage.org.au or contact myself or Mr M Page. Mrs F White 
 

Sport 
 
JUNIOR SCHOOL SPORT 
 
RUGBY 
U12s v Northern Beaches Christian School.   Won 7-0.  After suffering two heavy defeats on the previous two occasions that our 
teams met our boys were determined to show their true colours.  After a scoreless and desperate first half Sam Korchinski scored a try 
after following through a long Jack Murata clearing kick.  We converted from wide out and our team tackled themselves to a standstill to 
repel numerous NBCS efforts to score.  It was a wonderful way for our team to finish the season. 
 
CIS ATHLETICS 
Congratulations to Jade Parsons, Emma-Jane MacKinnon-Lee, Thao Nguyen, Jessica Reynolds-Wellington, Tyra Hugill, Stephanie 
Braund, Tom Harbutt and John Tregunna who all competed at the CIS Athletics Championships for the HICES team last Tuesday. 
They were our top Athletes and all performed confidently to the best of their abilities at the CIS level of competition.  
 
PISA RESULTS 
 
Junior Mod League v St Lukes Grammar School.   Will Crawford continued his excellent form to score two determined tries for our 
young team.  We lost the game but considering that our team has twelve Form 3 boys playing the game for the first time this 
season,our efforts against the largely Form 4 teams from the other schools has been very promising.  Other players to play well on 
Friday were: Lachlan Batton, Harrison Brock, Benedict Barlow-Hunt, Liam House, Arthur and Samuel Wang, Kyle Thomlinson and Luca 
Franks.  
 
Senior Mod League  v Oxford Falls Grammar School.   This was our hardest game and our opponents were simply too good for us. 
They scored 9 tries to 0.  Despite the score, we tried our best and every player gave 100% effort to the team.  We repeatedly attacked 
down the side line and were unlucky not to score several times in the match. However, our defence was not good enough to win what 
would have been 3 games in a row.  Unfortunately, the inspirational Isaac Smith broke his arm in a try saving tackle.  He was very 
brave despite his injury and our best wishes go out to him.  It was a pleasure coaching you and seeing you progress and improve each 
game.  Congratulations on a good season. Mr A Wren 
 
Quadrilateral Athletics Carnival Last Thursday our School ran a very successful Quadrilateral Athletics Carnival at the Sydney 
Academy of Sport.  Our large team of boys ranging in age from 6 to 13 years produced some excellent performances in the very hot 
conditions.  Special mention should go to our six and seven year old runners for their individual sprint victories and to their relay teams 
who both recorded great wins in their Age Relays.  The six years team was: James Brock, Liam O’Hara, Kobe Fulton, Ethan Zemann, 
Jed Hugill and Max Braund.  The seven years relay team was: Ted Green, Max Garling, James Pinnington, Matthew Rose, Max Durant 
and Alex Butcher.  Other highlights on the day were George Firth’s dominating run to win the open 1500m by over 150 metres and our 
Tug of War Team’s strong win.  Well done all. Mr P Browning, Junior School Sportsmaster 
 
FROM THE SPORTS DESK IN SECONDARY SCHOOL 
 
BASKETBALL 
 
G8 v St Lukes.  Won 33-17.  The boys have had a tough run this year in Division 1 but this week they not only ‘owned’ the game from 
beginning to end, they blew the opposition off the court.  Their parents watched the best game of the year and they had fun doing 
everything right.  All played outstandingly for different reasons with the boys doubling their score in the second half and yet they kept 
the opposition to only adding 3 baskets.  Marc Breckle (8pts) made steal after steal from the opposition, Toby Roberts (4pts) made 
everything he did look easy, Mattie Baldwin (3pts) rebounded and charged through the opposition’s defence and Tom Robb defended 
strongly.  Alex Smith (9pts) is exciting to watch as he steals, rebounds and shoots brilliantly, Nick Capeleris (4pts) has found his perfect 
spot on the court rebounding in attack, Matt Wickens just plays better each week especially with his work in the key and Jackson 
Wright (5pts) made the drives we all like to see and provided rebounding support.  There were exciting bounce passes and passing 
shots, rebounds aplenty and this was a win by a confident and in sync team.  Do it again boys! Mrs A Wright 
 



Grammar 11/12 v Wolves.  Lost 24-38.  The boys tried hard to work around the opposition in all aspects of the game with Elliot Green, 
Daniel Wright, Sam Nicholas and Willem Van Zanten (2pts) producing strong defence and good team work.  Sean O’Shea (4pts) 
determinedly took on the opposition along with Jackson Donegal (2pts) but it was Serge Gromov’s (16pts) who provided the majority of 
our score and pulled the team together with his exciting work on the court this week. Mrs A Wright 
SOCCER 
Senior Girls v Stella.   (Grand Final)  Won 3-1.  What a fantastic game!  At half time the score was one all with Cassie Wood kicking 
our first goal.  Pittwater House dominated the second half with very impressive play in both attack and defence.  The other team just 
didn’t get any chances to score.  Well done to Lauren McKenzie and Emily Doyle who kicked our other two goals!  Congratulations to 
the team who have improved immensely since the beginning of the season and who have always played the game with great 
determination and enthusiasm.  Also a big thank you to Emily Doyle for being a great coach to the girls. Mrs M Yanitsas 
 
Junior Girls Peninsular Cup 
TPHS 1 v TPHS 2.  Both Pittwater House teams battled it out against each other in a last round of the Peninsular Cup Competition.  
The teams are to be congratulated on their performance with some outstanding goals scored by both teams.  The TPHS 2 defeated 
TPHS 1, 6–1 and will now go on to play St Lukes for 5th place next week.  Well done to all the girls who have shown an amazing 
improvement in ball skills, footwork and game play and a special thankyou to their coaches Elliot Green and Luke Foord. Miss S Birch 
 
SWIMMING 

Congratulations –  to Jayke Rees (G8) who swam at the School Sport Australian Championships in Perth last 
week.  Jayke would like to express his thanks to the School, including Staff, pupils and parents for the huge 
amount of support and encouragement everyone has given him over this past year, especially the recent 
weeks leading up to the Championship.  Jayke won a Silver medal in the 50m freestyle with a P.B time of 
26.49 and a Bronze medal in the 100m freestyle with a P.B time of 57.55.  It was a very exciting week and he 
was really proud to be able to say he was from Pittwater House School. 

 Mr W Levy 
 
 

 
TALENT IDENTIFICATION 
The Australian Sports Commission’s National Talent Identification and 
Development (NTID) visited this past week. 
Flatwater Canoe Sprinters - Twenty pupils participated in eight different 
tests to see if they had the attributes of Flatwater Canoe Sprinters.  
Congratulations to all the participants on putting forth a great effort.  All 
twenty have been asked back for more testing at the Sydney Northern 
Beaches Kayak Club, based in Narrabeen.  We look forward to hearing of 
their progress. 
Track Sprint Cylclists – With the support of Cycling Australia the 
commission is searching for junior athletes to become Track Sprint Cyclists.  The program will be based at Dunc Gray Velodrome, Bass 
Hill.  The aim of the NTID Track Sprint Program is to unearth and develop junior cyclists to represent Australia at future Olympic 
Games.  If you are interested please see Mr Levy in the Sports Department before the end of the week. Mr W Levy, Manager of Sport 
 
TENNIS 
 

Congratulations  - to Ryan and Benjamin Blackshaw (G7) who teamed up for Mona Vale to win the Tennis Northern Beaches Grade 2 
Comp.  They beat Wakehurst 17-16. 
 
AICES 15 Tennis – On 23 October AICES will hold their annual Tennis Championships.  Those who are interested should see Mr Levy 
in the Sports Department. Mr W Levy, Manager of Sport 
 
LES HEGYESSY TENNIS 
Congratulations  to TPHS 5, Grade 11 Captain John Tregunna (P5) for winning the MWTA Saturday Morning Junior Grand Finals. 
  

I would also like to thank the following pupils and their parents who participated and represented Pittwater House in the most 
prestigious Junior Comp at the Northern Beaches: Alex Mc Grouther, Ricky Jury, Dylan Reid, Charlie and Isaac Smith, Gabriel 
Chistensen, Anthony and John Tregunna, Kelsey and Reiley Dunlop, Adina Toumi-Cussinet, Joshua Moses, Matthew Julian, Courtney 
Halford, Stephanie Braund, Alannah and Lauren O'Brien, Kai Johnson and Thomas Mapplebeck.  Have a nice break.  

Mr L Hegyessy, Tennis Head Coach 
 

PHPA 
 

CANTEEN VOLUNTEER INCENTIVE 
If you are interested in working at the Canteen, you can join at anytime and save on your School fees.  Previous 
experience is not required.  For more information, please contact Vanessa Smith on 0411 855 555 or e-mail 
vanessa@bousbeauty.com.au. Mrs V Smith 

 
 

 
CANTEEN DUTY 

Canteen Supervisor – 
Phone 9972 5718 after 8.00am 

Tue 20 Oct Pat Graziano Cheryl Prenter Shelley Jiang 

Wed 21 Oct Lorrae Alexis Ruth Udell  

Thu 22 Oct Lissa Hurst Pamela Greening Andri Beneke 

Fri 23 Oct Vicki Cardiff-Kinder Geri Roggerio Kerry Julian 

 

CLOTHING POOL AND SECOND HAND 
BOOKS AT 1 PARKES ROAD. 
 

Access is via the gate at the top left hand corner 
of the car park. 
 

The Clothing and Book Pool is run by a volunteer parent and is open on 
Tuesdays 8am-9.15am and Thursdays 2pm-3.15pm. 
 

Please Note:  Only cash or cheques will be accepted.  Purchases cannot  
be charged to your School account.  CUSTOMERS MUST CHOOSE 
CAREFULLY AS THE PHPA HAS A NO REFUND POLICY 


