
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What’s On 
in Week 8 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mon 14 Sept 

 

Frogfest French Film 
Festival Final 
Screening (Astra 
Theatre, Queenwood, 
Balmoral) 

G&C 11 End of Year 
Examinations 
commence (GtHall) 

Wed 16 Sep 

 

Excn: P&J2 to Fairfield 
City Farm (Abbotsbury) 

Excn: C&G 9 
Hist/Geog – Site 
study/fieldwork 
(Cockatoo 
Island/Pyrmont) 

Thu 17 Sep 

9:30am-
12:30pm 
 

6:30pm-
10:30pm 

 

P&J 4-Ways Athletics 
Carn (Academy of 
Sport, Narrabeen) 

Forms 3-12 Sports 
Awards Dinner (GtHall) 

Fri 18 Sep G12 to Abercrombie 
House 

Sat 19 Sep 9:00am-12:00pm ECC 
2010 Orientation (ECC) 

Sun 20 Sep G12 return from 
Abercrombie House 

C12 to Abercrombie 
House 

TERM DATES 2009 

TERM III Closes 24 Sep 

TERM IV 
Opens 20 Oct 

Closes 11 Dec 

No. 2009/28 9 September 2009 

Rex Morgan Photography Competition 
2009 saw the largest number of entries for this annual competition.  Pupils from 
Kindergarten through to Form 12 as well as parents entered many exciting images.  
The Black and White category was not particularly popular as it has been in previous 
years.  Digital media is becoming an attractive alternative with pupils experimenting 
with colour and distortion techniques.  The overall winner was Mitchell Galbraith 
(G12) with his haunting images of water and pools.  Winners of all categories are: 
Best Overall Photograph:  Mitchell Galbraith; Best Colour Photograph:  Ryan 
Blackshaw (G7); Black and White:  1st Ryan Blackshaw; Animals and Pets:  1st 
Joshua Copland-Nielson (G7), 2nd Skye Donaldson (C9), 3rd Jackson Wright (G8), 
Highly Commended: Mitchell Yeomans (P6), Commended: Peter Taylor (P4); Close 
Up: 1st and 2nd Ryan Blackshaw, 3rd Jackson Wright, Highly Commended: Illyphe 
Toumi-Cussinet (P2), Commended: Abigail Garrad (J4); Action:  1st Mitchell 
Galbraith, 2nd Ryan Blackshaw, 3rd Jack Dennison (G7), Highly Commended: 
Joshua Copland-Nielson; People and Portraits:  1st Kim Nielson (parent), 2nd Peter 
Taylor, 3rd Mitchell Galbraith, Highly Commended: Scarlett Barlow-Hunt (J2), 
Commended: Kim Nielson; Landscape:  1st Peter Taylor, 2nd Joshua Copland-
Nielson, 3rd Kelsey Dunlop (C7), Highly Commended: Kristy McAndrew (C7) 
Commended: Mrs Kim Nielson; Genre:  1st Mitchell Galbraith, 2nd Jamison Stead, 
3rd Jackson Wright, Highly Commended: and Commended: Joshua Copland-Nielson; 
Special Effects: 1st Edward Morgan (G7), 2nd Skye Donaldson, 3rd Mrs Kim 
Nielson, Highly Commended: Hattie Channon (C10), Commended: Amelia Taylor 
(C10).  Congratulations to all winners. Mrs J Gobert 
 

Last week, once again, the Great Hall was full with an appreciative audience for the 
Secondary Schools’ Creative Arts Night. This featured HSC pupils’ Visual Arts Bodies of 
Work and examples of Form 12 work from TAS.  There were also performances from 
Form 12 Drama and Music pupils.  Two of the Bodies of Work have been awarded a 
place at Manly Art Gallery’s Express Yourself exhibition.  The School Instrumental 
Groups and the Senior Choir also performed in a concert of a very high standard.  
Congratulations to all who took part.  Thanks also to those behind the scenes who 
helped to make the evening successful. Mr J Abraham, Coordinator Creative Arts 

College and Grammar Creative Arts Night 



ALUMNI GATHERING 

Former pupils from throughout the School’s 47 years gathered for drinks at our annual Alumni Party last Friday in the Great Hall.  
These young men and women celebrated their time at Pittwater House and many remarked on how well they are doing these days 
thanks to the solid foundations laid down by their teachers in past decades.  The Pittwater House Alumni are soon to become an 
incorporated body, an achievement which will herald in the School’s 50th anniversary celebrations. 
 
PUPIL CREATIVITY 
Great work was on display throughout Week 6 with a focus on the products of some very creative minds.  If, like me, you managed to 
get to every event in the Great Hall you would have found mostly art works contributed from all pupils K to Form 8 and from many 
pupils in senior elective Art classes. Congratulations to all those who made the effort to enter models and photographs for the 
competitions in those areas.  Results are detailed elsewhere in this Housenews.  The highlight for many visitors last week was the 
outstanding exhibition of Form 12 major works in art and design. Those who attended Secondary Creative Arts Night on Wednesday 
were treated to some fine and fun music from our ensembles and some very talented performances by solo musicians and drama 
pupils. “The Arts” at Pittwater House are certainly in capable hands thanks to the great work of the Creative Arts and Design teachers 
as well as our instrumental music tutors. 
 
You should also be aware of some outstanding work being done in the classroom led by teachers of the enrichment classes in Form 7 
and 8. Mr R V H Morgan, Principal 
 
FROM THE HEADMASTER 
Last week was one of the busiest I can remember for the Creative Arts faculty.  Creative Arts night featured Music, Art, Drama, Design 
and Technology, Models and Photographs.  We were delighted that the Founder was here to host the Secondary School Grandparent’s 
Day which again featured the Creative Arts faculty. 
 
It was wonderful to see so many fathers here for breakfast on Friday enjoying the Models, Photographs and Portraits on show.  On 
Friday night we also enjoyed seeing so many alumni return to remind us of all the amusing incidents from the past but to hear all the 
encouraging stories of the very responsible positions they now hold. Mr M Orrock, Headmaster 

 
PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHER REQUIRED  
The School needs to appoint a photographer to update its photographic library and would like to extend an invitation to parents to 
submit their portfolios and rates for consideration.  In the first instance please contact Rebbecca Stewart via telephone on 9972 5749 or 
alternatively email rebbecca.stewart@tphs.nsw.edu.au Mrs R Stewart, Director of Marketing 
 
HORIZONS NEWS 
Last week saw the celebration of National Literacy and Numeracy Week.  I know that class teachers planned some special activities in 
literacy and numeracy.  Horizons conducted a Spelling and Word Knowledge Quiz.  Two separate quizzes were held – on Tuesday at 
lunch time for the pupils in Forms 5 and 6 and on Friday at lunchtime for the pupils from Forms 7 and 8.  The Form 5, 6 quiz was won 
by Maria Wang (J6) and Thao Nguyen (J5), who tied for the award.  The Form 7 and 8 quiz was won by Tamsin Delaney (C7).  It was 
good to see so many entrants, with some pupils requesting more of these quiz events. 
We will resume Chess Club on Tuesday at lunchtime for Forms 5 and 6 this week.  The UN Club will be meeting at lunchtime on Friday 
to discuss a resolution as per the United Nations format.  We will be led through this procedure by Alfred Lee.  We are still able to take 
more members, so see Mrs Cross if interested. 
This week’s Brain Teaser: A man is looking at a picture of a man on the wall and states, “Brothers and sisters I have none, but this 
man’s father is my father’s son.”  Who is the man in the picture? 
Last week’s answer: the cork costs 2.5 cents and the bottle $1 more, which is $1.2.5 cents, a total of $1.05. 

Mrs M Cross, Horizons Coordinator 
NEWS FROM THE LIBRARY 
The library has been extremely busy as it celebrated Book Week in Week 5.  The library played host to a Scholastic Book Fair and with 
an extremely enthusiastic group of parent helpers, the library was transformed into a ‘safari’ themed book shop.  All pupils, families and 
staff were invited to visit the library and purchase a book for themselves or their chosen classroom.  The library gratefully received 
many donations from pupils and their families and this generosity will allow all pupils of the School to enjoy many new and exciting 
books over the coming school years. 
 
As part of the Book Week celebrations, the library also played host to three visiting authors.  Pupils from a range of classes enjoyed 
and were inspired by the inspirational words of Andrew Daddo, Felicity Pulman and Ruth Drobnak.  These author visits allowed the 
pupils to see the planning and writing process through the eyes of an author as they discuss their characters, plots and story lines.  The 
pupils enthusiastically asked questions and challenged the authors to divulge their writing secrets.   
 
I would like to thank the Parents Association and all of the helpers that made Book Week in the library the success that it was.   

Mrs B Sefton, Teacher Librarian 
 

Junior School News 
During Weeks 6 and 7, PK, JK and J5 have had the support of student teachers from UTS, Kuring-gai Campus.  The 3 young women, 
Miss Kelly Lawlor, Miss Nikki Aouad and Miss Vanessa O’Brien have presented exciting lessons to their host classes and have been 
thrilled to have had the opportunity to work with such wonderful pupils.  Mrs Susie Duffy a teaching student from Wesley Institute, long 
distance education, will be working with J2 over the next 2 weeks.  



 
I am sure you will agree The Pittwater House Portraiture Prize was a great achievement.  The pupils’ art works, demonstrated a range 
of different portraiture styles and were on view for the Fathers’ Day breakfast.  I sincerely thank Miss Bennett, her Art Club members 
and their parents for the effort made to ensure its success. 
 
Classroom of the Term judging will take place next week, (Week 8).  This highly valued and sort after award will soon have the pupils of 
the Junior School buzzing, ensuring that their Term’s work is on display and their classroom is looking ‘just right’ for the judges. 
 
There are still a few pupils who are missing parts of their School uniform as a result of changing for extra curricular photos.  Could you 
please check your child’s items of clothing, particularly pieces in their PE bags, for articles belonging to other children.  It is easy to 
accidently place clothing in the wrong bag, however, when it is clearly labelled it is easy to return.  As you know replacing School 
uniforms can be costly. Mrs R Achurch, Deputy Head Junior School 

 
SDN JUNIOR SCHOOL DEBATING COMPETITION 
Round 6 of the SDN Debating Competition was held at Pittwater House.  We debated against Wenona on the topic “That We Should 
Keep Exploring Space”.  Primary A’s presented a very strong case, however, were narrowly defeated.  Congratulations to the B team 
on their win.  Thank you to Russia Christensen, Tessa Mapplebeck (J5) and Holly Donlan (J6) who took on the roles of chairperson and 
timekeeper so willingly.  Well done to all debaters on your enthusiasm and willingness every week!  Next week we will be debating 
against PLC Pymble at Pittwater House. Ms I Paton, Form 1 Teacher 
 

Secondary School News 
 
ROUND 6 SDN DEBATING 
On Friday 4 September Pittwater House hosted Wenona School in the SDN debating tournament.  The theme this week was 
technology.  The Form 7 and 8 team argued that children should not be allowed to use the internet for school work.  Form 9 debated 
the topic that technology has destroyed the English language.  The senior team debated that parents should be allowed to choose the 
sex of their children.  All Pittwater teams were arguing the affirmative case.  The Forms 8, 9 Senior A and Senior B debates were 
awarded to Wenona School. 
Congratulations in particular to Sebastian Davies-Mills, Benjamin and Ryan Blackshaw, James McArthur and Billy Bianchini of the Form 
7 team who won their debate and who hope to go through to the semi-final.  Congratulations also to the Form 10 team who also had 
their fifth win out of seven debates.    
The competition now enters its final stages and we would like to thank our coaches James Smith and Daniel Robinson for their 
commitment to our pupils.  Next week Pittwater House will host Pymble Ladies’ College for another evening of formidable debating; the 
topic will be ‘the environment’.  We look forward to seeing you then! Mrs K Raftesath 
 
CONGRATULATIONS TO: 
Mhairi Lamrock-Pierce (C10), who took part in the Sydney Harp Eisteddfodd and came first in the 15-18 years Intermediate Class. 

Mr J Abraham, Coordinator of Creative Arts 
 
NSW OPEN ROBOCUP COMPETITION 

 
This year we entered two teams in the NSW Robotics Competition.  Stephanie 
McArthur with the support of ex pupil Natalie Townsend entered her robot called 
‘Bob” and Fredrik Westling along with Inder Kheray entered ‘Misfit’.  We did 
exceptionally well with ‘Bob’ finishing 1st and ‘Misfit’ finishing 5th due to a 
malfunction. The teams had to construct and code a robot to follow a course 
that was a mixture of lines and obstacles. As Stephanie’s robot came first she 
automatically qualified to enter the National Competition to be held at the 
University of NSW on 19 and 20 September. Dr R Regtop, Coordinator of Science 
 

 
NATIONAL LITERACY AND NUMERACY WEEK 
A variety of activities was organised by the Maths Department to mark National Literacy and Numeracy Week. Quite a few classes 
enjoyed the Mathletics Numeracy Challenge on-line while Tamsin Delaney (C7) was the only pupil to score full marks for the fifty word 
Maths Spelling Quiz organised by Mr Maydo.  Akshai Bhandari (G8) was the first pupil who managed to crack a code which the Form 8 
Extension class was given.  Several classes completed a Geometry crossword which didn’t have any clues except for the first and last 
letters of the words. Mrs D Liddell, Coordinator Maths 

 

Sport 
 
JUNIOR SCHOOL SPORT 
 
RUGBY 
TPHS U12 v Northern Beaches Christian School.   Lost 2-6.  Last Wednesday our U12 Rugby team travelled to the NBCS playing 
fields to play their Rugby team for the second time this season.  After suffering a heavy defeat on the first occasion that we met their 
team our boys were determined to put up a better effort on our second meeting.  The game began with our boys playing some excellent 
Rugby and we dominated the game completely for the opening ten minutes.  Marco Herbert, Sam Korchinski and Jack Murata all made 
some strong runs with the pack winning us a large share of the ball, with some strong rucking.  Sam Korchinski opened the scoring for 
our team with a determined try after a good run from Marco.  At half time we trailed NBCS 3 tries to 1.  The second half saw Jack 
Murata pull off some desperate tackles to save certain tries for NBSC.  Matt Brock crossed the line for our second try late in the match 
and Jack Murata kicked the conversion.  The final score was 6 tries to 2 to NBCS, which was a huge improvement from our first 
encounter. 
 
TPHS U10 and 11 team will be playing our return match against All Saints School, Bathurst on our School oval at 12.00pm on 
Thursday.  The boys won our first encounter against All Saints in June.  That game was played at the All Saints School in Bathurst, so 
we are looking forward to the return fixture on our School Oval this week.  



 
ATHLETICS CARNIVALS 
 
CIS Championships:   Tuesday 15 September at the Sydney Athletics Centre Homebush, 8:30am - 2:30pm. 
 
Quadrilateral Athletics Carnival:   Thursday 17 September at the Sydney Academy of Sport Narrabeen, 9:30am -12:30pm. 
 
Team members must return permission notes to Mr Browning this week.  Parents are welcome to attend both of the above Athletics 
Carnivals next week. 
 
RUGBY 
PISA Junior Boys Mod-League v NBCS.  Lost 3-5.  This was an entertaining game.  Try scorers: Charles Langoulant, Will Crawford 
(our Man of the Match) and Harrison Brock.  Lachlan Batton also played strongly. Mr P Browning, Junior School Sportsmaster 
 
Senior Boys Mod-League v John Colet School.   Won 13-1.  We played a superb attacking game, scoring early and dominating the 
game with plenty of enthusiasm.  Matt Brock (Form 6) and George Firth (Form 6) were both unstoppable and they each scored three 
tries, while Tom Harbutt (P6) and Jack Murata (P6) each scored two blistering tries, as did Isaac Smith (P5) who is a dominant player in 
the team.  Nic Andrews (P5) was as keen as always and scored a strong solo try.  The other pleasing aspect of the game was our 
defence and Tom Harbutt (P6), Ethan Chessell (P6) and Lachlan Howell (P5) were our star defenders.  Henry Kerr (P6) continues to 
improve with every match.  Will Hurst (P 6) and Lachlan Howell (P5) who are starting to show some talent as great mod league players.  
Players of the Match were the whole team as today was a committed team effort. Congratulations on an awesome effort – Well Done 
Champions. Mr Wren (Coach) 
 
SOCCER 
Junior Girls v St Luke’s.   Won 3-0.  The girls showed great enthusiasm and put a lot of what we had practised at training into their 
game.  Tyra Hugill (J4) scored the first goal of the game early in the first half and much of the game was spent on our attacking half.  
The girls played as a team as each of them knew what their position was and how to support each other in these field positions.  Bridie-
Rose Snell (J4) scored our second goal of the game in the second half and during the dying minutes of the game Tyra Hugill scored 
another goal.  Once again a superstar performance by our goalie Ellie Bowyer (J4) but every player this week supported each other 
and it was truly a team win.  Player of the Match award is for everyone as you played as a team.   Mrs K Osborne, Coach 
 
Senior Girls v Covenant Christian School.   Lost 0-2.  It was an evenly matched game with both teams at a similar skill level.  
Courtney Halford (J5) saved a number of goals in the first half, however the opposition scored just before half time.  Players of the 
Match were Jordan Howes (J5) and Bianca Keating (J5) for their tremendous passing and team work.   Miss H Bennett 
 
TPHS Mixed Senior AFL v St Lukes.  Lost 12-36.  Pittwater House played and displayed a vast improvement from previous weeks.  In 
the first quarter we held St Lukes to one goal with some tremendous defence from Isabelle Mullane (J6) and Emma Mackinnon-Lee 
(J5).  In the third quarter Robert Thomlinson (P5) scored two magnificent goals through some great kicking from midfielders Cameron 
Currie (P5) and John Tregunna (P5).  Man of the Match points goes to Robert Thomlinson (P5) for his two goal effort, 2 pts goes to 
Emma Mackinnon-Lee (J5) for pressuring the attack and Cameron Curry (P5) received the one point for his work rate and his clearing 
kicks that lead to the two goals. Mr S Jones, Coach 
 
FROM THE SPORTS DESK IN SECONDARY SCHOOL 
 
BASKETBALL 
G8 v St Pauls.   Lost 14-61.  This was not one of the boys best games against an almost 8 rep player team who were on fire.  With just 
5 House boys available to play this was also a session of fitness.  Nick Capeleris (5pts) worked well under the basket with help by the 
continually improving member of the team, Matt Wickens (4pts).  Jackson Wright tried to make inroads, Toby Roberts shot a 3 point 
beauty and Marc Breckle (2pts) made impressive intercepts. Mrs A Wright, Manager 
 
CRICKET 
During Term IV TPHS plays in the Peninsular Cup Cricket Competition.  There are two divisions, Forms 7/8 and Forms 9/10. Games 
are held on Tuesday afternoons with training starting Week 7 of this term.  All trainings are held before school.  The Cricket Handbook, 
including Permission Note can be found on the School’s website at Secondary School > Extra Curr > Cricket.  If your son is interested 
in playing please return the signed permission note to the Sports Department before the end of Week 6. Mr W Levy, Manager of Sport 

 
G11/12 v OK.   Lost 35-54.  Here was another game of fitness in this fast paced game with the boys playing strongest in the second 
half.  Serge Gromov dominated in our scoring coming through with 15 pts with support from Willem Van Zanten with 6 pts.  Other 
scorers were Jackson Donegal, Elliot Green, Sam Nicholas all with 4 pts each and Daniel Wright with 2 pts.  Sean O’Shea with Willem 
and Jackson worked the set plays and our thanks to Mr Van Zanten who stepped in as coach for the game. Mrs A Wright, Manager 
 
SOCCER 
Junior Girls TPHS 1 v Stella.   Lost 0-17.  The girls played an extremely hard game against Stella Maris on Tuesday.  I would like to 
congratulate all of them on improvement in their soccer skills so far this season, with only a few girls in the team actually playing soccer 
before this competition.  
 
Junior Girls TPHS 2 vs Moriah.   Drew 1-1.  This was an extremely close game.  Well done to all the girls who have shown a 
remarkable improvement as a team over the last few games. Miss S Birch 
 
TPHS Senior Girls v NBSC.   Drew 2-2.  This was a very exciting and close game from beginning to end.  All girls played with 
enthusiasm and determination but unfortunately we couldn’t get that third goal that we really needed. Congratulations to Jacqui Green 
and Amity Delaney for scoring our two goals and a big thank you to Mr Hoekman for refereeing the game. Mrs M Yanitsas 
 
SWIMMING 
Congratulations to Jayke Rees (G8) who is officially ranked 5th in Australia in the Male 13 and Under 50 Freestyle.  Jayke’s official time 
for the 50m is 25.72.  In the Male 13 and Under 100m Free Jayke’s time is 56.83.  This places him 11th in Australia! 
 



 
TENNIS 
Congratulations to Kelsey Dunlop (C7) who represented Sydney Metropolitan Area in the 12 Years and Under at Bathurst, a State 
Teams Carnival. The carnival was held over four days with teams from all over the State. There were two pools in the age group. 
Kelsey’s team won their pool to make the finals.  

 
AICES 15 Tennis – On 23 October AICES will hold their annual Tennis Championships.  Those who are interested should see Mr Levy 
in the Sports Department.  It is imperative our best tennis players try for CIS selection. 
 
Pittwater House will be conducting its own Tennis Championships in 2010. 
 Mr W Levy, Manager of Sport 
 
LES HEGYESSY TENNIS 
The last Round of the TNB Saturday Morning graded Comp had great results: 4 out of 5 TPHS teams got into the semi finals next 
week. 
Last weekend results are: TPHS 1 v Mona Vale.  Won 4-2.  Alex McGrouther's Premier League team is in good form for the semis.  
TPHS 2 v Courtsportz.  Won 5-1.  Charlie Smith and team had a very convincing victory.  TPHS 3 v Courtsportz.  Won 5-1.  Gabriel 
Christensen's team was far better technically than the opposition.  TPHS 4 v Barrena Pk.  Lost 2-4.  Matthew Julian and his team are 
improving in this strong grade.  TPHS 5 v Narraweena.  Won 5-1.  John Tregunna and his team are ready to move up to the next level. 
  
The Tennis and Combined School Holiday Sport Camp Forms will be out by the end of this week.  Please enter in time. 
The Tennis Family Fun Day will be held at ATA Oxford Falls in Term IV. Mr L Hegyessy, Tennis Head Coach 
 
TOUCH FOOTBALL 
During Term IV TPHS will run a Peninsular Cup Competition for Touch Football.  We are going to start training during Week 7 of this 
term.  All trainings will be held at TPHS. The Touch Football Handbook, including Permission Note can be found on the School’s 
website Secondary School > Extra Curr > Other. If your son/daughter is interested in playing please return the signed permission note 
to the Sports Department before the end of Week 6. Mr W Levy, Manager of Sport 

 
PHPA 
 
FATHERS’ DAY BREAKFAST 
The Fathers’ Day Breakfast was a huge success last Friday morning, attended by over 250 parents, pupils and teachers.  Thank you to 
pupils participating in the Portraiture Prize and the Photographic and Modelling competitions for providing wonderful artworks to view.  
A lovely morning was had by all.  Special thanks to the Parents Association. Mrs V McGrouther 

 
CLOTHING POOL 
Please Note:  This Thursday 10 September the Clothing Pool will be closed. Mrs V Powers 
 

 
CANTEEN DUTY 

Canteen Supervisor – 
Phone 9972 5718 after 8.00am 

Mon 14 Sep Sarah Spear Geri Roggerio Michelle Limani 

Tue 15 Sep Kathryn Dowd Shelley Jiang  

Wed 16 Sep Val Wilson Kate St Claire  

Thu 17 Sep Sara Chapman Andri Beneke Barbara Batton 

Fri 18 Sep Jane MacKinnon Sarah Genev Leah Reid 
Vicki Cardiff-Kinder 

  
  

HOLIDAY FUNSHOP ACTIVITY CAMP 
Funshop will be running from 28 September – 2 October 2009.   The booking forms will be coming home in diaries this week.  If 
you would like your child to attend, these need to be returned to Mr M Roberts or Mrs A Murray in the ECC by 21 September. 

Mrs A Murray, ECC Coordinator 
 

CLOTHING POOL AND SECOND HAND 
BOOKS AT 1 PARKES ROAD. 
 

Access is via the gate at the top left hand corner 
of the car park. 
 

The Clothing and Book Pool is run by a volunteer parent and is open on 
Tuesdays 8am-9.15am and Thursdays 2pm-3.15pm. 
 

Please Note:  Only cash or cheques will be accepted.  Purchases cannot  
be charged to your School account.  CUSTOMERS MUST CHOOSE 
CAREFULLY AS THE PHPA HAS A NO REFUND POLICY 


