
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What’s On 
in Week 9 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mon 22 Jun 

 

9:30am-
11:00am 

C&G 10 Careers 
Interviews 
 

Visit In: P&J K-6 Gillian 
Eastoe (GtHall) 

Tue 23 Jun 

 

C&G 10 careers 
Interviews 
 

Exchange Pupil Dinner 
(off campus) 

Wed 24 Jun 

 

K-2 Athletics Carnival 
(School Oval) 
 

Cadets (Form 7&8 to 
Rockhouse) 

Thu 25 Jun C&G 9 & 11 Parent 
Teacher Interviews 
(GtHall) 

TERM DATES 2009 

TERM II Closes 3 Jul 

TERM III 
Opens 28 Jul 
Closes 24 Sep 

TERM IV 
Opens 20 Oct 
Closes 11 Dec 

No. 2009/19 17 June 2009 

Woodward Academy, USA 

For 20 years there has been a strong relationship between Pittwater 
House and Woodward Academy in Atlanta based on an annual 
teacher visit. This programme was the initiative of Headmaster Martin 
Orrock and has resulted in an exchange of visits throughout that time 
including large pupil groups.  Last week we were fortunate to  
 

have welcomed Mrs Nneke Robinson, a member of the Innovation and 
Technology department at Woodward, to classes.  She has brought a wealth of 
knowledge to us about the latest ICT tools in use at Woodward and presented us 
with two Flip Video cameras, new technology not yet available in Australia, which 
will be available for loan from the Library and Media Centre from this week.  We 
congratulate Mr Bruce King on winning the Pittwater House Teacher Exchange 
Award and he will be making the return trip to the US later this year.  We hope to 
establish a number of pupil and teacher on-line collaborations this year between 
Pittwater House and Woodward as a result of Mrs Robinson’s recent visit. 

Mr R V H Morgan, Principal 

Last Wednesday the children from the Junior School experienced the wonders of the Thulli Dreamtime workshop.  They 
were able to sample some delicious bush tucker, practise their boomerang throwing, listen to Aboriginal stories and 
participate in some Aboriginal dancing.  After an eventful morning everyone met on the deck to watch a very interesting 
performance.  Each of the entertainers introduced themselves and the tribe to which they belong.  A great day was had 
by all involved! Mrs N Page 

 

Aboriginal Workshop 

Successful Stimulus Funding Second Announcement 
 I am delighted to announce to the School Family that last week the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Education, 

The Hon Julia Gillard MP, announced the Primary Schools for the 21st Century Round Two projects.  Pittwater House 
will be the recipient of $1,700,000 under the ‘Building the Education Revolution’ programme.  We will be building a 
multi-purpose hall / indoor gym for use by the whole School.  Obviously there are many detailed aspects of this 
development to be resolved and planning, architectural and engineering work has commenced.  This is perhaps the 
most exciting news for us and will provide a very practical large indoor space for the whole School to use in future 
years. Mr R V H Morgan, Principal 
 



PARENTING PROGRAMMES 
Northern Sydney Central Coast Area Health Service is again offering a number of parenting courses during Term III 2009.  The 
following courses are being held in various suburbs in the northern area:  Triple P (Positive Parenting Programme), Communicating 
with Kids and Communicating with Teens.  Workshops are also being held – Dealing with Teen’s Back Chat, Understanding your 
Toddler and Discipline, Bully Busting, Transition to School and Transition to High School.  The seminar series Triple P for 1-12 years 
and Teens is also available.  Please phone for a brochure or information about the courses, workshops and seminars on 9887 5830. 
 
MANLY DRUG EDUCATION AND COUNSELLING CENTRE  [Website: www.mdecc.org.au ] 
The MDECC is running a free Parents Prepared Workshop over two Saturdays in July – 11 and 25 between 9am and 5pm.  The 
Parents Prepared Program is a peer education project that provides parents with up to date information about alcohol and other drugs, 
and the appropriate skills to communicate about these issues with young people, their families and others in the community. The 
knowledge and skills gained can be applied to many areas of life.  The program also addresses some of the myths and misinformation 
about drugs and drug use.  Informative and interactive sessions cover such topics as how drugs work, why people use drugs, drug use 
and adolescence, talking to your teenager about drugs. Parents also receive a comprehensive resource folder and are encouraged to 
share information learnt at the program with their friends and local communities.  A Parents Prepared Network is being established as 
well as an interactive web link to facilitate information sharing and provide opportunities for networking and discussion.  To book phone 
9977 0711. Mr R V H Morgan, Principal 
 
PUB2PUB FUN RUN AND WALK 
The 17th Annual Pub2Pub Fun Run and Walk will take place on Sunday 23 August 2009.  A group of parents from J1 are participating 
this year and will be entering a team in an attempt to win one of three team prizes which is a donation to the team’s nominated charity.  
The first prize of $2,500 is significant and can be won by entering a team with the most members.  Our goal is to enter the largest team 
so that we can take out one of the prizes and make a donation to Cure our Kids which is the charity that the Secondary pupils are 
supporting this year.  If you are thinking of participating in this event we encourage you and anyone who is walking or running with you 
to enter as part of our team which has been named: “Pittwater House Families and Friends”.  There is no requirement for team 
members to be pupils or parents at Pittwater House nor do we need to walk or run as a team.  Registration and full details of the event 
can be found at: www.pub2pub.com.au.  Numbers for this event are limited to 3,500 and last year registrations closed early so please 
register early to avoid disappointment.  Note that the minimum age for this event is 11 years however everyone is welcome to join us at 
the finish line (Newport Arms) for lunch.  If you have any questions or suggestions please contact Trish Cuthbert (J1 Mum) at 
trish_cuthbert@optusnet.com.au or 0416 843 959. Mrs T Cuthbert 

 
NORTHERN BEACHES EISTEDDFOD 

 

Last week, the Pittwater House Brass Ensemble competed in the Open Age Chamber 
Group section in the Northern Beaches Eisteddfod. Against some serious and diverse 
competition, the group placed a very pleasing second.  The adjudicator made some very 
generous and constructive remarks and expressed his regret that he could not award two 
first places.  The group, Harriet Channon, Rebecca Williams, Conan Omori, Scott 
Ferguson, Adam Powers, Stephanie MacArthur and Christopher Coyle, performed Galop 
from 'The Comedians' by Kabelevsky and a prelude on the hymn tune 'Hyfrydol'. 
 Mr J Coyle 

 
HEAD LICE 
This week, the school has been notified of a case of head lice in the Secondary School.  Head lice are very common, usually more so 
in the Junior School than Secondary.  Could all parents examine their child’s hair and look for the following signs: 

• Persistent scratching, particularly behind the ears and nape of the neck 
• Tiny silver white eggs at the base of the hair shaft 
• Small, pale brown lice. 

 
The following steps will treat head lice quickly and effectively.  
1. Purchase a specialist head lice treatment, and apply it according to the directions on the pack.  
2. Examine all members of the family, and treat everyone found to have head lice at the same time. Do not treat if there is no 

evidence of lice/nits. 
3. Use a fine tooth comb to remove ALL the treated lice and eggs.  THIS IS VERY IMPORTANT.  The eggs (nits) are often not killed 

with the treatment, so they need to be physically removed. 
4. Repeat the treatment in 5 – 7 days to treat any lice that may have hatched since the last treatment.  THIS IS VERY IMPORTANT. 
5. Ongoing inspections at 5 – 7 day intervals until no nits/lice are seen. 
 
Please note that children with head lice should not attend school until they have been effectively treated.  If you have any questions, 
please contact the Health Centre on 9972 5734. Sr Scouller and Sr Kennewell 
 
HORIZONS NEWS 
More good news from the Da Vinci Decathlon:  Since my last article, the final results have been 
forwarded to schools and we are proud to announce that the team from Form 7 received a 5th place 
overall.  This is from an entry pool of 44 schools.  What a great achievement! 
Junior School news – The J3 and P3 group are working enthusiastically on their project planning 
sheet and will start their poster next week.  The reading group from Forms 5 and 6 are beginning a 
new novel, called “Destination Disaster”, and are all keen to predict what the disaster might be.  I will 
be starting with a new group of J4 pupils for some Maths work.  This will continue next term.   
It is good to see the improvement in the reading skills of the Form 2 pupils, and the way the Form 1 
pupils have improved with their story writing. 
 
This week’s Brain Teaser: Glenn and Jason each have a collection of marbles.  Glenn said that if Jason would give him 3 of his 
marbles they would have an equal number, but if Glenn would give Jason 3 of his marbles, Jason would have 2 times as many marbles 
as Glenn.  How many marbles does Jason have? 
Last week’s answer: 1296 rectangles.  The possibilities for length = 1+2+3+…+8 = 36, and the same is so for breadth, so the number of 
rectangles equals 36 x 36 = 1296. Mrs M Cross, Horizons Co-ordinator 



SCHOOL SHOP 
Available now is a new brand of cotton/elastine tights for Junior girls in Kindergarten to Form 6.  A new navy tight is available for Senior 
girls.  Parents who especially ordered cotton jumpers please come and collect.  Secondary pupils requiring their blazers to have the 
appropriate line of type embroidered, please have them dry cleaned and brought into the School Shop by the last day of term.  ‘Made to 
measure’ garment orders must be placed this term.  Please ring Mrs Spark on 9972 5721. Mrs T Spark, Manager 
 

Junior School News 
The Aboriginal workshops held last Wednesday for all pupils K-6 proved to be both an informative and entertaining experience.  ECC 
pupils joined the Junior School pupils on the deck for the final performance by the aboriginal presenters. 
 
Form 3’s Colonial Day was equally successful.  The pupils attended the Edwardian classroom for the day and learned what it was like 
to be a school pupil back in 1909. 
 
Last Friday Form 2 went on an excursion to the Powerhouse Museum to learn more about transport and on Monday Form 4 also 
travelled to the Powerhouse Museum and the Imax Theatre to extend their knowledge on space.  This Thursday all Kindergarten pupils 
will travel to Kuring-gai Wildflower Garden. 
 
On Friday evening, the Cantible Singers have been invited to perform at the Eisteddfod Gala Concert being held in our own Great Hall.  
The invitation is a great honour and is recognition of them placing second in the recent Northern  Beaches Eisteddfod. 

Mrs J Gonczi, Head of Junior School 
P&J COLONIAL DAY 

Last Wednesday Form 3 participated in Colonial Day.  They were taken back to the year 1909 to 
complete their school day.  The teacher was very strict but fortunately didn’t need to use the cane as the 
children were all very well behaved.  The pupils had a wonderful day listening to many stories about 
school in the past.  They also used ink pots to write their spelling test, handwriting and art.  Some 
children were lucky enough to earn themselves a penny!  We also learnt that in the year 1909 the size 
of your head was a measure of your intelligence!  A great day was had by all! 
 Mrs N Page 
 

 

Secondary School News 
 
SYLVIA ASBORNE MEMORIAL EDUCATION GRANT  
Form 12 pupils who intend to study Textiles, Dressmaking, Fashion, Design or related industries are invited to apply for a scholarship 
that contributes to Tertiary Studies.  Last year Tom Mason won this Scholarship.  See the Head or Mrs Murray if you are interested. 
 
AICES RUGBY  
Congratulations to Reece Jones and James Casey on being selected in the AICES Rugby Team. 
 
NNEKA ROBINSON  
As well as teaching us about the latest technology at Woodward Academy Mrs Robinson spoke to my College 8 class about attending 
the inauguration ceremony of President Barack Obama in Washington DC.  This was under the topic Human Rights Around the World 
that we have been studying in Geography. 
 

BELINDA HARE - ALUMNI 
We welcomed Belinda Hare (1998) back to her old School and to our assembly where she talked about 
Ski/Snowboard Gap years in Canada.  Belinda confirmed how important her training in public speaking had 
been at School.  Her career has depended greatly on this expertise in promoting her various products.  It 
was wonderful seeing how much she is enjoying her active life in Canada. 

Mr M Orrock, Headmaster 
 
 

Cadets 
Last Wednesday the Pioneers and the 
Band departed for Deep Creek to practise 
their camouflage skills, first aid and 
evacuation drills.  The group was divided 
into two teams and the battle was on 
between them.  Their task was to 
camouflage themselves in the bush and 
hide so that the opposing team would not 
see them.  Both groups were so well 
camouflaged that each team walked right by the other without noticing.  Finally there was a Search, Rescue and Evacuation (SRE) 
where the groups had to treat the injured and carry them back to the buses awaiting evacuation back to School.  There was also a 
demonstration with the catapults that the pioneers had constructed last week.  The activities went extremely well and I feel that both 
Band and Pioneers learnt a great deal.  Kind thanks to Colonel Morgan and Mr Page for supervising the activities. 
 Staff Sergeant Andrew Fathers 
 

Sport 
TENNIS 
Results of the Saturday Morning TNB Junior Comps: TPHS 2 v Courtsportz .  Won 3-3 (28-23), TPHS 3 v Courtsportz .  Won 3-3 (26-
24), TPHS 4 v Belrose.   Won 4-2.  TPHS 5 v Bareena Park.   Won 5-1. 
Sunday TNB Comp: TPHS 1 v Manly.   Lost 0-4.  
The Tennis and Combined Sports Camps forms are out now, please book your place and time! 
TPHS Singles Tennis Championship will be held in Term III.  I'll let you know the exact date next week.  Get ready!! 

Mr L Hegyessy, Tennis Head Coach 



 
JUNIOR SCHOOL SPORT 
 
RUGBY TOUR 

Last Tuesday we took a combined 10/11 Years team to All Saints Bathurst for 
a Rugby game against their School.  It was a bitterly cold day at Bathurst so 
the boys were pleased to call in on Mr and Mrs Chris at Abercrombie for a 
warming sausage sandwich before the game.  The match kicked off at 1.00pm 
and our boys opened the scoring with a quick try to Harrison Johnston (P5) 
from a tap move.  All Saints responded with a try and conversion as the game 
went from one end to the other. Just before half time Isaac Smith (P5) scored 
our second try which Nic Andrews (P5) coverted.  We led 12 to 7 at half time.  
In the second half our boys started to dominate as our combinations became 
more familiar with each other.  Isaac scored his second try and converted and 
Cameron Currie (P5) our half back scored under the posts and converted.  All 
Saints scored their second try to make the final score 26 to 12 in our favour.  
Well played boys!  Tackling awards went to Will Crawford (P4) and Nic 

Andrews (P5) for their excellent work in defence.  Many thanks to Mr Andrews and Mrs Smith who accompanied the team.  We look 
forward to the return game at our School during Term III. 
 
K-2 ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 
On Wednesday 24 June we will be holding our K-Form 2 Athletics Carnival on the School Oval from 9.00 am until 12.00pm.  Every boy 
and girl from those classes will be involved in at least three events.  Parents and friends of the School are cordially invited to attend the 
event.  At the conclusion of the races, parents may bring a picnic lunch to enjoy with their children.  A letter will be sent home this week 
with all the details. Mr P Browning, Junior School Sportsmaster 

 
SENIOR SOCCER TEAM 
Last Friday the Senior Soccer team played their most challenging match against a committed Christian Covenant School.  This was a 
game that featured strong defence from our backs Jack Murata (Form 6), Rob Thomlinson (P5) and Cameron Currie (P5).  They had to 
tackle keenly as our opponents had lots of attacking skills, but we were able to stay with them and it was 3-3 at half time.  That is when 
we showed just how good we are, by scoring 3 goals and winning 6-3.  Nic Andrews (P5) was simply amazing and scored 4 goals.  
Matt Brock (Form 6) makes scoring goals look easy and Jack Murata (Form 6) scored a superb goal by kicking it over the goalkeeper 
from 40 metres out.  We showed lots of determination in this game and although our passing game wasn’t great, we showed enough 
skills and teamwork to win this close game.  Well done guys – another big win.  Man of the Match – Nic Andrews (P5). Mr A Wren 
 
NETBALL 
Senior Girls v Covenant Christian School.   Won 19-12.  They had great defence but our shooting was better.  We were really fast all 
over the court.  Player of the Match was Gabriella Finkelsen and special mention goes to Ally Langkow. Thao Nguyen (J5) 
 
Junior Girls v Covenant Christian School.   Won 16-2.  We were most pleased to have our first win of the season.  All the skills we 
have been learning in our training sessions finally came together and we are all very happy with this result.  Special mention must go to 
Stephanie Braund (J3) and Willamina Lockhart (J4) for their accurate shooting.  Players of the Match were Stephanie Braund (J3) and 
Willow Doyle (J4). Miss H Bennett  
 
 
FROM SECONDARY SCHOOL SPORTS DESK 
 
BASKETBALL 
C11/C12 v Pittwater High .  Won 25-13.  A thoroughly exciting match!  The girls worked extremely well as a team with good passing 
and impressive intercepts throughout the game.  Beccy Wickens was fabulous at the hoop, scoring an impressive 3 point basket in the 
final seconds of the match. Ms K Harvey 

 
G8 Boys v Rockets.   Lost 26-45.  The game began well with scores level after the opening minutes. As the first half progressed the 
boys found it difficult to structure a solid defence against the Rockets’ fast breaks and they gradually fell behind. Marc Breckle was very 
energetic in this half and his improved shooting continues to impress. Jackson Wright showed good physical strength under the basket 
and shot determinedly.  Matthew Baldwin and Tom Robb worked hard around the key and Matthew Wickens made some effective 
attacking moves.  In the second half, the boys combined more effectively and matched their opponents’ scoring rate. Alex Smith took 
control at key moments and Toby Roberts used his speed and agility to good effect.  Nicholas Capeleris had his best game of the 
season, using his height and size to win some big plays.  It was good to see him scoring baskets. Mr R Miller 
 
G10 v St Pauls.  (4/6/09)  Won 69-16.  The boys played a much weaker team and came away with a very solid win.  They started out a 
bit slowly.  Misaki Kato (8 pts) was very strong in defence and was all over the attacking team. Matthew McLeay was unstoppable at 
the basket, scoring a personal best 43 pts including 3 three pointers.  Other scorers were Nick Bulman (8 pts), Alex Meirau (6 pts) and 
Hugh Brassil (4 pts).  The boys are at the top of the ladder. Mrs K Finney 
 
G11 Open Boys TPHS 'B' v Mater Maria.  Won 42-24.  With Coach Levy away, Sam Nicholas off sick and Elliot Green out with an 
injury, this game was always going to be interesting.  The House boys were trailing for most of the first half and ended that half at 14-
12.  Willem Van Zanten stepped into the coaching role at the break and rallied and talked the boys up by telling them to play hard, 
defend strong and make the plays.  The boys played so well defensively in the second half the opposition did not score for over 10 
minutes whilst our boys were letting it rip and playing brilliantly as a team.  Jackson Donegal with two big 3 point baskets scored 16 pts 
and Willem Van Zanten was outstanding under the basket in defence and attack and scored 15 pts.  Sean O'Shea shot a great 3 
pointer and scored 5 pts and Daniel Wright was yet again strong in his forte of defence.  Thanks to Reece Jones for helping the boys 
out and playing this week and adding to the score with his 6 pts.  Thanks also to Angus MacKenzie for helping out in scoring.  Well 
done boys, you deserved that win. Mrs A Wright, Manager 



 
GYMNASTICS 

 
Congratulations to Riley Cross (C7) and Amy Smit (C9) who competed at the Elite State Championships 
for Gymnastics on 24 May.  Both had a solid competition with excellent results.  Riley competed in Level 
7 placing an excellent 4th place Overall and 2nd on Vault.  Amy competed in Level 8 with an impressive 
3rd place Overall, 1st on Vault and 2nd on Beam.  Both have now made it into the Sate Team and will go 
on to represent NSW at the National Championships in the first week of the upcoming holidays. 
 Amy Smit 
 
 

 

NETBALL 
After a few weeks of cancelled rounds due to wet weather, the girls played two shorter games on Wednesday, battling the strong cold 
winds.  The juniors played two good games losing their first to St Lukes and coming back to defeat Stella Maris in their second game.  
The senior girls dominated both games with the help of some of our junior players to defeat both Stella Maris and Mater Maria. 
 Miss S Birch 
 
RUGBY 
TPHS v St Lukes.   Lost 0-40.  It was the first time this season that we had a full team plus reserves which was great to see.  The boys 
tried hard but too many turnovers cost us dearly.  The final score was not a reflection of the effort that we made, and our best play of 
the game was in the final minute.  All we need to do now is keep that intensity up for the entire match.  
 
AICES OPEN AND U/16s  
Pittwater House sent 9 pupils to try out for the Open and U/16s AICES Rugby Team.  Representing CDSSA, the Open team played two 
games.  We narrowly won the first and lost the second game 15-5.  Injuries to Elliot Green and Sam Nicholas prevented them from 
playing at their best, but James Casey and Reece Jones both made the Open team with some outstanding efforts.  Special mention 
must go to Charlie Eager, Jackson Donegal and Sean O’Shea who all played well and narrowly missed selection.   In the U/16 division, 
Willis Casey and Wouter Beneke both played really well in a team that recorded a win and a loss.  Unfortunately they too narrowly 
missed selection. Mr R Upton 
 
WATER POLO 
Grammar Open Boys ‘A’ v Marist College: Lost 1 – 3.  Open Boys ‘B’ v St Paul’s College: Won 7 – 3.  In the Final Round of the 
2009 competition a severely depleted TPHS ‘A’ team was defeated by traditional rivals Marist College.  However, as this was the 
team’s only loss this year the team has won the Minor Premiership.  The excellent season for the ‘B’ team resulted in that team also 
qualifying for the Semi Finals, having finished in 3rd place.  This is the first time TPHS has had two Open teams qualify for the Finals – 
congratulations all 22 players and Coach Matt Maydo.  The real challenge begins now. Mr G Hudson 
 
LEVEL 1 WATER POLO COACHING COURSE 
Monte St Angelo Mercy College is planning to run a Level 1 Water Polo coaching course.  Water Polo NSW will run the course.  Date: 
Saturday 27 June 2009. Place: Monte Sant' Angelo Mercy College 128 Miller St North Sydney.  Time: 8am Registration to start at 
8:30am and finish at approximately 5pm. Cost: $30pp.  The session will be conducted entirely in their lecture theatre so no swimming 
gear is required.  If you are interested please see Mr Levy in the Sports Office as soon as possible. Mr W Levy, Manager of Sport 
 

Fixtures 
(Friday 19 June): Warringah Aquatic Centre: Semi Finals TPHS ‘A’ v Marist College at 8:45pm; TPHS ‘B’ v Balgowlah Boys High at 
9:10pm. Mr G Hudson 
 

PHPA 
Clothing Pool:  Clothing Pool will be closed on Thursday 25 June. Mrs V Powers, PHPA 

 
 

CANTEEN DUTY 
Canteen Supervisor – 

Phone 9972 5718 after 8.00am 
Mon 22 Jun Vicki Cardiff-Kinder Sandy Reid Pat Graziano 

Tue 23 Jun Teresa Easter Laura Purvis Joss Cousins 

Wed 24 Jun Kerrie McAlpin Lucy Dennison Dalva Cartwright 

Thu 25 Jun Amanda Phillips Shirley Mitchel Sara Chapman 

Fri 26 Jun Sarah Genev Andri Beneke Vicki Cardiff-Kinder 
Cheryl Prenter 

 

CLOTHING POOL AND SECOND HAND 
BOOKS AT 1 PARKES ROAD. 
 

Access is via the gate at the top left hand corner 
of the car park. 
 

The Clothing and Book Pool is run by a volunteer parent and is open on 
Tuesdays 8am-9.15am and Thursdays 2pm-3.15pm. 
 

Please Note:  Only cash or cheques will be accepted.  Purchases cannot  
be charged to your School account.  CUSTOMERS MUST CHOOSE 
CAREFULLY AS THE PHPA HAS A NO REFUND POLICY 


