
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What’s On 
in Week 8 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mon 15 Jun  Excn: P&J4 to 
Powerhouse Museum 
and IMAX Theatre 
 

Excn: C&G11 Physics 
(Sydney Observatory) 

Tue 16 Jun 

 

Form 7 HPV #2 and 
Chickenpox #1 
Immunisation Clinic 

Wed 17 Jun 
 
 

3:30pm-
7:30pm 

Excn: C&G11 Physics 
to Sydney Observatory 
 

C&G 7 Parent Teacher 
Interviews (GtHall) 

Thu 18 Jun Excn: C&G10 Geog – 
Coastal site study 
(Long Reef to North 
Curl Curl) 
 

Excn: P&J-K to Kuring 
gai Wildflower garden, 
St Ives 

TERM DATES 2009 

TERM II Closes 3 Jul 

TERM III 
Opens 28 Jul 
Closes 24 Sep 

TERM IV 
Opens 20 Oct 
Closes 11 Dec 

No. 2009/18 10 June 2009 

Junior School Creative Arts Night 

Last Thursday 5 June was the annual Creative Arts Night for the Junior School.  The 
standard of performances this year was exceptionally high and varied.  The evening 
started with J5 performing 76 Trombones and ended with J3 singing So Long, Farewell. 
In between the audience were treated to P4 playing and singing the Blue Danube Waltz, 
P3 performing When I First Came to this Land, J4 singing Off on Holiday and Form 6 
performing a vocal/instrumental arrangement of the Beatles classic Ob-la-di Ob-la-da. P2 
and J2 combined forces for Colour my World while J1 and P1 sang about 40 Performing 
Bananas! The items from Kindergarten were Let Me Be Your Teddy Bear and Knicky 
Nacky Nocky Noo.  P5 presented a percussion composition which they had written. In 
between we heard the Cantabile Singers, the Chamber Choir and Junior String Ensemble 
and also some soloists who had performed at the Music Festival a few weeks earlier.  
Around the Great Hall were tables of artwork that the classes had been working on. The 
costumes and choreography added to the music to make a very enjoyable evening. 

Mr J Abraham 

On Friday 29 May and 5 June, pupils in Form 7 and 8 and those pupils who are studying French as an elective from Forms 9-12 
went to the Alliance Française, in Sydney and participated in a range of activities.  The Form 7 and 8 pupils participated in a 
language workshop, led by native French speakers, listening to French songs and completing an accompanying worksheet, followed 
by a Chasse au Trésor (a treasure hunt).  In small groups they had to read and follow the clues, in French, and once all completed 
reported to their leader with the correct answers.  This was followed by ordering morning tea à la française and then back for a 
second session of Celebrity Heads in French.  The older pupils were involved in an intensive Atélier Phonétique where they honed 
their pronunciation and speaking skills.  At the conclusion of the outing, the winning teams were awarded badges from the Alliance 
Française and various French Readers to inspire and motivate them in their language study pursuits.  Based on their reaction and 
feedback of the students this proved to be a worthwhile experience and many of the older pupils were keen to take a close look at 
the facilities such as the library resources, holiday language workshops and the various cultural activities and events that are often 
on offer to students and the general public, such as the Bastille Party on 14 July.  A worthwhile experience for everyone involved. 

Mrs J Sellies 

Alliance Francaise Excursion 

Bailey Donegal and Makayla Smith (C7) enjoy a 
traditional French morning tea 

Benjamin Chapman and Ryan Blackshaw 
(G7) participate in the Chasse au Trésor 

Maddie Galbraith, Georgia Dodds and China 
Waters (C8) receive French Readers as a prize for 

winning the Chasse au Trésor 

 



FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
This week over 500 Australians have been recognised for their magnificent contribution to our nation with Queen’s Birthday Honours 
(published on the Queen’s Birthday Holiday) and we join in congratulating them. Within the School there have been some outstanding 
achievements in recent weeks and it is fitting to acknowledge some of them again this week.  My list is not exhaustive but I would like 
to include: our teams who competed in the Da Vinci Decathlon, especially the Form 7 Team who gained a 2nd place and the Form 9 
Team who gained 3rd place out of 44 school teams; our performers in the Junior School Creative Arts Night; our very successful Form 9 
Debating Team; Amity Delaney for her silver medal in her age division in the Secondary Schools CDSSA Cross Country and George 
Firth for gaining a bronze medal in his age divisions in the Junior Schools CIS Cross Country Championships; Pascalle Casey for her 
places in Butterfly and Jayke Rees on his gold and silver medals in Freestyle at the NSW All Schools Swimming Championships; 
Amelia Taylor for her art work that has been selected for the Mosman Youth Art Prize; all those who have competed in the Northern 
Beaches Eisteddfod in recent weeks, especially the Cantabile Singers for gaining 2nd place in the Choral Section and Harriet Channon 
on her 2nd place in U15 Brass Championship; our Cadet Band for their very professional public performances; and to all those who 
have distinguished themselves in the recent exams and assessments. 
 

These and many other pupil achievements are proudly recognised in the best traditions of Pittwater House. 
 
UPGRADED CONTAINMENT MEASURES FOR HUMAN SWINE INFLUENZA  
Over 1200 people in Australia are now infected by the H1N1 virus.  In response to Victoria lifting its pandemic alert level to 'sustain' the 
NSW Department of Health has announced new measures to assist with the containment of the H1N1 “Swine Flu” virus in NSW.  From 
today children who have travelled to greater metropolitan Melbourne will be required to stay away from School for seven days after 
their return to NSW. This is the same policy that has been in place for overseas travellers returning from countries affected by human 
swine influenza.    
 

In co-operation with NSW Health, we think it is important that we continue to do everything possible to delay the onset of person-to-
person transmission and, to that end, we are following the recommendations of the NSW Health Department.  Therefore, until further 
notice, if any School family travels to Melbourne, I am asking parents not to send their children to School for the seven days after their 
return.  This is in addition to the overseas destinations already on the quarantine list (Canada, the United States, Mexico, Panama and 
Japan).  It is important that excluded children do not participate in “after School” activities where they will mix with other School aged 
children (eg sports teams, youth groups, play dates, group lessons). 
 

At this stage the restrictions only apply to people who have themselves travelled.  The advice we have received to date indicates that 
there is no reason to exclude anyone from School who lives in a household where someone else has travelled to one of the identified 
destinations (for example if a parent has been travelling to the US there is no reason for the children to be excluded from School).  
However, I am asking that any family member who has travelled to one of the identified destinations exclude themselves from the 
campus for seven days after returning.  We are applying this policy to all staff as well. 
 

If parents have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact the School’s Health Centre on telephone 9972 5734.   
Thank you for your cooperation. Mr R V H Morgan, Principal 
 
HORIZONS NEWS - Da Vinci Decathlon 
Last week teams from The Pittwater House Schools participated in the Da Vinci Decathlon at Knox Grammar School.  This was a 
competition comprising ten activities covering areas from general knowledge to engineering and construction.  On Tuesday I 
accompanied teams from Forms 9 and 10.  The Form 9 pupils received a third place for their engineering construction.  The Form 10 
pupils received a third place for their art and poetry entry.  On Wednesday a group of Form 5 and 6 pupils attended the competition 
under the direction of Mr Hudson.  On Thursday the teams from Forms 7 and 8 attended with Mrs MacDonald.  The Form 7 team 
received a second place for the science component, and a fourth place for their art and poetry.  The pupils enjoyed the day and were 
excellent ambassadors for The Pittwater House Schools.  We are proud of their achievements and the way in which they conducted 
themselves on the day. 
 
The Junior School pupils are busy working on projects and continuing with their class group activities.  The pupils doing the MULTILIT 
programme are progressing well, and we thank those dedicated parents who help with this programme. 
Brain Teaser: If you were to construct an 8x8 chess board, how many rectangles would there be in total?  (you need to include squares 
too, as they are a special type of rectangle). 
Last week’s answer: Bob weighs 60kg. Mrs M Cross, Horizons Co-ordinator 

 

Junior School News 
Last week’s Creative Arts Night was sensational. It was a slick performance with all pupils performing to a high standard. I have 
thanked the children but would once again like to thank all the families for supporting this evening so enthusiastically. 
 

Mr Browning took an Under 11s Rugby team to Bathurst to play against All Saints Bathurst on Tuesday. This proved to be an exciting 
day for all concerned and our team returned victorious.  All Saints will travel to Sydney to play in a reciprocal Rugby match against 
Pittwater House during August. It will be a lunch time match and all parents are welcome to come and support our team. 
 

On Wednesday we had our Aboriginal Workshop Day.  All pupils in Kindergarten to Form 6 participated in a range of activities such as: 
boomerang throwing; dancing; native plants; story telling, art and jewellery making.  On Thursday, P/J 3 will be travelling back in time 
and experiencing what school life was like back in the Colonial Days.  Friday P/J 2 are going to the Powerhouse Museum for an 
excursion to consolidate their understanding of transport. Mr J Gonczi, Head of Junior School 
 
AUSTRALIA’S BIGGEST MORNING TEA 
Last week the families of children in the ECC and K-2 
gathered on the oval as part of Australia’s Biggest 
Morning Tea, a fundraiser for the Cancer Council. 
Each family brought a plate to share and a gold coin 
donation. Together they were able to enjoy a 
delicious picnic morning tea on the oval. It was a 
lovely way for ECC parents to meet Junior School 
teachers and families and for parents and 
grandparents to catch up with one another.  Together 
we raised $320 for research and development 
projects.  Thank you to the parents who helped Kindergarten set up the morning tea, and to everyone who participated.  It was a great 
effort! Miss P Wicht, PK Form Teacher 



NATIONAL JUNIOR TOURNAMENT – TAG AND RELEASE 
 

Amy McAndrew of J6 has always loved fishing with her dad.  At the age of eight she began participating in 
game fishing tournaments leaving at 5.30am, travelling 30 miles out to sea and not returning until the evening, 
often in rough weather conditions.  When Amy was nine years old she tagged and released her first marlin and 
since then has tagged and released another eight marlin, one sailfish and several yellow fin tuna.  ‘Tag and 
Release’ is a form of fishing in which an angler attaches a tag to the fish and then releases it back into the 
ocean.  Important data such as date, time, place and type of fish is then submitted to fisheries or conservation 
agencies.  Thanks to the angler’s information, scientists are able to track movements of fish, identify valuable 
fish habitat and also determine how fish are likely to respond to changes in the environment. 
With only a few years of fishing experience under her belt, Amy has been the State Champion for two years of 
the GFAA National Junior Tournament for Tag and Release. Last year she also won the Junior Tag and 
Release section of the Central Zone and Broken Bay Game Fishing Club tournaments.  In April this year fishing 
from Port Stephens, after one and a half hours on the rod, Amy landed this 90kg striped marlin. Mrs K McAndrew 
 

Secondary School News 
 
WOODWARD ACADEMY, USA 
We welcome today Mrs Nneka Robinson from Atlanta, Georgia.  She is here on an exchange scheme travelling scholarship.  Mrs 
Robinson will be visiting classes and as she is a Technology teacher at Woodward Academy she will be working with our staff on the 
latest technologies being used in education and will be advising on our cyberbullying policy and technology protocols we are revising.  
The twentieth year of this exchange was recognised at a morning tea on Wednesday where Mrs Robinson was presented with a plaque 
to Woodward Academy. 
 
PARENT/TEACHER NIGHTS  
Thank you to those pupils and parents in Form 8 and 10 who met with their teachers last Tuesday evening.  Parents are reminded that 
pupils must be in attendance with them to review progress. Mr M Orrock, Headmaster 
 
IMMUNISATION CLINIC JUNE 2009 
The second immunisation clinic for the year will be held on Tuesday 16 June. It will involve Form 7 pupils for the Chickenpox vaccine 
(College and Grammar) and the HPV vaccine for Form 7 College. C&G10 are also being offered a ‘catchup’ for 
Diptheria/Tetanus/Pertusis (Whooping Cough), if they missed out in March.  The consent forms were sent home earlier in the year, so 
these aren’t required to be returned next week.  If you have any questions, please ring the Health Centre on 9972 5734.  

Sr Kennewell, Sr Scouller 
 

FORM 7 HISTORY – ANCIENT EGYPTIAN EMBALMING EXPERIMENT 
The pupils in G7 experimented with ancient ways of mummification last week in History.  Mrs 
Gobert provided the pupils with bandages, various embalming ‘tools’, salt and zucchini 
‘cadavers’ for the boys to prepare for a traditional Egyptian burial. The boys were broken up 
into groups of 3 with each boy choosing a role of High Priest, Chief Embalmer and assistant 
embalmer. Carefully each group dissected their ‘cadaver’, preserved in salt and bandaged the 
‘entrails’ then finally prepared and wrapped the body remains ready for its final resting place. 
Each ‘High Priest’ had the responsibility of creating a death mask for their mummy.  The boys 
thoroughly enjoyed the experiment and will now find a burial site for their mummies.  
 Mrs J Gobert 

 
MOSMAN YOUTH ART COMPETITION 2009 
Owen Dong and Ricky Jury (G11) were lucky enough to have their artworks hung in this annual prestigious competition.  Owen’s 
coloured drawing entitled “Dream” and Ricky’s canvas painting “Old Beauty” were selected from over 350 entries.  Owen’s work 
depicted fantasy images and Ricky’s painting was a photo-realistic work based on landscape.  Congratulations to both pupils for their 
selection. Mrs J Gobert 
 

JUNIOR SCHOOL SPORT 
 

HOUSE BACK YARD CRICKET COMPETITION 
Round One – Osborne–Brown 65 runs defeated Askin 20.  Vickers 54 runs defeated Butler 39.  Round Two – Butler 42 defeated Askin 
41.  Vickers 30 defeated Osborne–Brown 12. 
 
HOUSE NETBALL COMPETITION 
Forms 5/6 – 1st Bronhill, 2nd Hammond, 3rd equal Melba and Sutherland.  Forms 3/4 – 1st Sutherland, 2nd Bronhill, 3rd Melba, 4th 
Hammond. Mr P Browning, Junior School Sportsmaster 
 

FROM SECONDARY SCHOOL SPORTS DESK 
 
FORMS 3–12 ATHLETICS CARNIVAL will be held early next term on Thursday 6 August at the Narrabeen Athletics Track.  We will 
again have the Junior and Secondary Schools participating on the same day. A ‘tabloid carnival’, similar to Little Athletics meets, will be 
run on the day. During an upcoming Form, Secondary pupils will be asked to designate which events they would like to compete in on 
the day.  Please note that the 100m sprint is a mandatory event for all Secondary pupils.  If any parents are able to help on the day it 
would be much appreciated.  For the Junior School please contact Mr Browning and for the Secondary School contact Mr Levy.  

Mr W Levy, Manager of Sport 
BASKETBALL 
C8 v Blue Comets.  Drew 16-16.  This was a very exciting and physical game.  Behind in the first half the outcome looked in doubt for 
Pittwater House.  Our shooting let us down badly in the first section.  In the second, several great baskets by Maddie Galbraith helped 
get us back in the game.  A very tense last minute saw Natasha Henderson score with twenty seconds left. Mr B King 
 
G7 Celtics v All Stars.   Lost 8-20.  The boys had a very strong defensive game.  They constantly put pressure on the ball carrier and 
passers of the opposition.  We were down at half time 6-12.  In the second half we let the opposition run away with the match.  Our 
passing and rebounding let us down, but we will work on that in training to improve that aspect of the teams’ game. A special mention 
has to go to Anthony Tregunna for his strong defence, Alex Hay for his rebounding efforts and to Mitchell Howe for his confident 
dribbling up the court. Hugh Brassil 



 

G7 Pittwater Lakers v Masada.  Won 50-18.  The Lakers found their form with a mammoth win over Masada on Monday night.  Coach 
Hoekman had cause to be concerned early in the game as the teamwork and defence was lacking and too many shots went begging. 
The half time score showed that it was going to be a close match.  However the boys responded positively to Coach Hoekman’s time-
out and totally dominated the second half.  Masada struggled to stop the Lakers from scoring, but with players like Charlie Smith (14 
pts), Simon McTavish (12 pts), Tom Jason (8pts) and Sam Korchinski (8 pts), our lead was never in jeopardy.  Edward Morgan played 
hard and showed tremendous teamwork as he set Sam Sheahan up for a goal. Owen Smith and Billy Biancini also added to the overall 
tally scoring a goal each.  As the final whistle came closer, the Laker’s lead kept extending and Masada finally conceded defeat. 
 Mrs Sheahan, Manager 
 

G8 v St Paul’s.  Lost 35-47.  ‘Fast and loose’ probably best sums up this scrambling game.  After a rapid start, inspired by Marc 
Breckle’s early scoring, the boys played with a mixture of dynamism and desperation.  Toby Roberts scored some nice baskets, 
including one extraordinary spin shot. Matthew Baldwin was happy with his three baskets and Jackson Wright made some strong 
drives.  Trailing by 10 points at half time, the game was in the balance.  After falling further behind after the break, the team rallied 
thanks to some strong play by Alex Smith and Tom Robb.  It was good to see Matt Wickens going for some lay-ups.  The game 
finished with a flurry of scoring at each end. Mr R Miller, Manager 
 

G10 v Mermaid Magic.   (28 May) Won 56-14. The boys played with only five members and came away with a strong win.  It was great 
to see the ball being shared amongst the team.  David Joo made a couple of superb baskets. Scorers were: Nick Bulman (20 pts), Matt 
McLeay (18 pts), David Joo (6 pts), Misaki Kato (4 pts) and Hugh Brassil (4 pts). Mrs K Finney 
 

G11 Open Boys 'B' v St Lukes Yellow.  (29 May) - Lost 29-52.  Despite beating this team earlier in the year and a half time score of 
15-18, the G11 boys could not keep up the pressure against an opposition who were firing 3 point baskets from all directions.  
Highlights were a one handed rebound shot by Elliot Green (7 pts), defence work by Daniel Wright and Jackson Donegal's two 3 point 
baskets.  Willem Van Zanten (10 pts) placed pressure on the opposition in the key in both defence and attack, Sean O'Shea also shot a 
sweet 3 point basket and Sam Nicholas (3 pts) defended strongly against some big opposition.  First loss of the season but still a good 
match against some hard hitting and an in ‘form’ opposition. Mrs A Wright, Manager 
 

G11 Open Boys 'B' v Thunder.  (5 June) Won 77-6.  Playing against a four man team had the House boys relaxed and confident.  
They also did everything right with fancy footwork, accurate fast passes, massive rebounds, effective steals, quality set plays, 
successful layups and they should make sure they bring this level and style of play to all games. Scorers: Jackson Donegal (27 pts), 
Sam Nicholas (18 pts), Elliot Green (16 pts), Willem Van Zanten (12 pts), Daniel Wright and Sean O'Shea (2 pts) each.  

Mrs A Wright, Manager 
NETBALL 
Congratulations to Emily Dean (C12) who played in the State Netball Championships this past weekend.  Emily is part of the Manly–
Warringah U17 netball team which placed 3rd overall in the competition.  Mr W Levy, Manager of Sport 
 

RUGBY 
First XV v St Luke’s.   Won 14–10.  The game that was played on the main oval at ‘Rat Park’ was a memorable one. The team scored 
off the very first possession after a great kick, followed by some great passing. Sean O’Shea converted the try even with the rain 
pelting down.  At half time it was all tied up. With no reserves the boys could have folded but came out in the second half with some 
fuel still left in the tank. Great game by all the team but special mention to Sean O’Shea and Willis Casey.  Congratulations on a great 
win.  
 

AICES Rugby  (11 June) Please note that the venue has changed. The trial will now be held at TG Milner Field Eastwood, not Rat 
Park.  The bus will be leaving from South Creek Road at 7:30am.  Full and correct uniform is essential or pupils will not be allowed to 
play. Mr W Levy, Manager of Sport 
 

Congratulations to Sam Nicholas (G11) (Vice Captain), Baden Donegal (G12) and Charlie Eager (G11) who were part of the team that 
represented Warringah U17’s in the NSW Rugby Union State Championships played over the long weekend.  They finished runners 
up. Mrs R Nicholas 
 

WATER POLO 
Grammar Open (5 June): TPHS Open 'A' defeated TPHS Open 'B': 4–2.  TPHS Open 'A' defeated Balgowlah BHS: 4–2. 

Mr G Hudson 
 

Open Girls v Brigidine A .  Lost 5-8.  Brigidine started with two quick goals before we managed an attacking movement which led to 
Jacqui Green scoring our first goal.  By half time we were behind 6-3.  However the second half saw a much more coordinated effort 
from our team. Great individual goals by Pascalle Casey (4 goals overall) saw the gap close to 6-5 before Brigidine finished as they 
started with two quick goals.  With only one game remaining before the finals we need everyone at training on Thursday morning. 

Blair Conde, Captain 
 

Fixtures 
(Friday, 12 June): TPHS 'A' v Marist at 7:35pm TPHS 'B' v St Paul's at 8:24pm Mr G Hudson 
 

PHPA 
 

 
CANTEEN DUTY 

Canteen Supervisor – 
Phone 9972 5718 after 8.00am 

Mon 15 Jun Lorrae Alexis Vicki McGrouther  

Tue 16 Jun Kathryn Dowd Shelley Jiang Sharon Thomlinson 

Wed 17 Jun Val Wilson Vickie Cardiff-Kinder Silvia Herbert 

Thu 18 Jun Amanda Phillips Sara Chapman Andri Beneke 

Fri 19 Jun Jane MacKinnon Barbara Batton Vicki Cardiff-Kinder 

 

CLOTHING POOL AND SECOND HAND 
BOOKS AT 1 PARKES ROAD. 
 

Access is via the gate at the top left hand corner 
of the car park. 
 

The Clothing and Book Pool is run by a volunteer parent and is open on 
Tuesdays 8am-9.15am and Thursdays 2pm-3.15pm. 
 

Please Note:  Only cash or cheques will be accepted.  Purchases cannot  
be charged to your School account.  CUSTOMERS MUST CHOOSE 
CAREFULLY AS THE PHPA HAS A NO REFUND POLICY 


