
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What’s On 
in Week 9 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mon 30 Mar 
 
 

 

C&G 12 Mid Year 
Examinations 
commence (GtHall) 
 

Excn: P&J5 – Royal 
Botanic Gardens 
Rainforest (The 
Domain) 
 

G8 to Abercrombie 
House 

Wed 1 Apr 
 

 
6:00pm-
7:30pm 

P&J K-6 Aboriginal 
Workshop 
 

PHPA Meeting (Conf 
Rm) 

Fri 3 Apr G8 return from 
Abercrombie House 

TERM DATES 2009 

TERM I 
Opens 27 Jan 
Closes 9 Apr 

TERM II 
Opens 29 Apr 
Closes 3 Jul 

TERM III 
Opens 28 Jul 
Closes 24 Sep 

TERM IV 
Opens 20 Oct 
Closes 11 Dec 

No. 2009/10 25 March 2009 

Last Thursday our School hosted the Annual Quadrilateral Swimming Carnival.  The other Schools that were involved were Coogee 
Prep, Mosman and Newington Prep.  We saw a large team of over 50 boys from 6 to 13 years compete.  The competition was stiff 
but our boys swam to the best of their ability.  It was another excellent opportunity to prepare our swimmers for the upcoming CIS 
carnival this Friday. 
 
Congratulations to Isaac Smith (P5) and Luca Franks (P4) who were our most successful swimmers on the day.  Well done to the 
many swimmers from our team who were representing our Swimming team for the first time.  Mr Browning has been so impressed 
with the Quadrilateral Swimming Carnival for boys that he will now approach schools with the object of creating a Quadrilateral 
Swimming Carnival for girls to be held in Term IV. 

Mrs J Gonczi, Head of Junior School 

Quadrilateral Swimming Carnival 
 

Last Tuesday a number of 
Junior School families accepted 
the invitation of Mr Orrock for 
morning tea.  Parents heard 
about the Middle Schooling 
concept and then toured the 
School to view the facilities and 
hear of the academic 
programmes of the Secondary 
School.  This was a great 
opportunity for parents to see  
 

where many of their children are already having classes with Secondary staff as part of 
our ‘Middle School’ programme. 

 
Any families who were unable to attend may contact the Admissions Office to arrange 
another time for a tour.  Alternatively this offer is made annually to all Junior School 
Families. 
 
Nearly 300 people were also hosted at the School last Wednesday as part of our 
Campus Open Day.  Tours were conducted through the Early Childhood Centre, Junior 
School and Secondary School to cater for the enrolment enquiries for entry into the ECC, 
Kindergarten or Form 7 in 2010 or for future years.  It was wonderful to have such large 
crowds moving around the campus and the pupils accompanying the tour groups did a 
fantastic job. 
 
Definite Place offers are now being made for both 2010 and 2011 in the Junior School 
and Secondary School.  Wait Lists are building for the ECC and specific years 
throughout the School.  I encourage any families who have siblings that they wish to 
enrol at Pittwater House in the next few years to submit their Application Form promptly. 
School Families have preference but we do need to know about all your children so that 
we can cater for them in our numbers. Mrs R Beaumont, Director of Admissions and Marketing 
 

Campus Open Day 



 
EASTER EGG HUNT – A CHARITY FUNDRAISER 
 

Day:  Tuesday 7 April  
Times:  Forms E-2 at 10:45am (after Hat Parade) Parents Welcome! 
 Forms 3-6 at 9am 
 Forms 7-12 at 2pm (during Form Period) 
Cost:  $2 entry fee 
Egg donations would be greatly appreciated.  All proceeds go to “Cure our Kids” 
Please contact Monique Macri (C12) at: monique.macri@students.tphs.nsw.edu.au  

 
BUSHFIRE RELIEF CONCERT 
Enjoy an afternoon of song with the Sydney Male Choir on Sunday 29 March at 2pm at the Brimson Centre, St Augustines, Federal 
Parade Brookvale.  Tickets are available at Oaks Medical Centre, 30 Oaks Avenue Dee Why or visit:  www.sydneynmalechoir.com.au  
(Adults - $20, Conceession - $15, Families - $50).  All proceeds go to the Australian Red Cross Victorian Bushfire Appeal 2009. 

 R V H Morgan, Principal 
 
HORIZONS NEWS 
Last week the Horizons department hosted many visitors during the School tours.  It was pleasing to see the interest shown by 
prospective School parents, both from the Junior School and newcomers.  The highlight for visitors to the Horizons department was the 
display of robotics presented by Stephanie McArthur (C10) and Fredrik Westling (G9).  These two pupils amazed the visitors with their 
skill in programming the robot and impressed all with their ability to answer the many questions asked of them.  Thank you Stephanie 
and Fredrik for your time and effort in showcasing one of the many clubs on offer here at Pittwater House.  I think that the Robotics 
Club will be inundated with new members this week!  This week’s Brain Teaser:  When I add 5 times my age 5 years from now to 6 
times my age 6 years from now, I get 12 times my current age.  How old will I be 2 years from now?   Last week’s answer: 48 km/hr.  
Common mistake is to calculate the average speed as the arithmetic mean ie 42 + 56 / 2 = 49. 
 
PARENT/GRANDPARENT HELP NEEDED 
We urgently require scribes to assist with Form 12 Examinations starting next Monday and for Half-Yearly Exams starting in May.  If 
you are able to assist please call Mrs Cross urgently on 9972 5707. Mrs M Cross, Horizons Coordinator 

 
SCHOOL SHOP 
Please remember that Term II commences with all pupils wearing their Winter uniforms.  Call now to make an appointment for a fitting 
on 9972 5721.  We have lots of items in Lost Property including towels from the Swimming Carnival.  Please label all items so they can 
be easily returned to you. Mrs T Spark, Manager 
 
MOSMAN YOUTH ART AWARD 2009 
Pupils interested in entering this prestigious award which offers great prizes, please speak to Mrs Gobert as entries are due in early 
May.  Pupils should be aware that artworks must be properly framed for exhibition if on paper (including drawings, collage, mixed 
media, etc).  Canvas stretched paintings do not require framing but must be suitably presented for hanging/exhibition.  Past pupils who 
have won prizes are Georgina Butterworth (2008) and Nicholas Heygate (1995).  Mrs Gobert will advise pupils on a local framer who 
will offer student discounts. Mrs J Gobert 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Junior School News 
I would like to remind all parents of K-2 pupils that dismissal time is 3:00pm.  Those pupils who are collected at this time will be in the 
car park from 3:00pm.  If you do not wish to collect your child at this time then they will be part of a Literature Afternoon and will not be 
ready until 3:20pm along with all pupils in Forms 3-6.  Parents are requested not to arrive early and block the car park.  ECC parents 
start arriving from 2:45pm as they must park and come to the Centre to sign their child out.  Parents of Form 3 to Forms 6 pupils are 
asked not to arrive in the car park before 3.15pm.  If these times are adhered to we should have a more efficient and faster system.  
Turning left on exiting the gates in South Creek Road would also speed up the process.  Thank you for your co-operation in this very 
important matter. Mrs J Gonczi, Head of Junior School 
 

Secondary School News 
 
FOUNDATION BALL 
The following staff and pupils deserve a vote of thanks for their contribution to the Ball.  Pupils:  Technical Crew: Alex Brooke (G12), 
Charlie Eager, Mitchell Dodds and Jeremy Stulajter (G11), Singer: Cameron Elliott (G10), Dancers: Michelle Jan (C12), Amelia 
Novakovic (C12), Adina Toumi-Cussinet (C10), Sacha Korchinski (C11), Amy Henderson (alumni), Pierce Howell, Angus Cottman, 
Spencer McTavish, James Casey, Andrew Fathers and Harrison Brand (G12).  Thank you to Ms Catherine Reynolds (alumni) for 
organising the dancers.  Auction Assistants:  Monique Macri, Maresa van den Brink, Stephanie Hunt, Bonnie Wynne, Emily Doyle, 
Emily Dean (C12) and Georgina Butterworth (C11).  Staff: Stage Manager - Mr Walmsley, Technical Crew - Mr Lim, All Stars Big Band 
- Mr Coyle and Mrs Gobert - Set Design. 
 
FORM 12 EXAMS – MONDAY 30 MARCH - WEDNESDAY 8 APRIL 
All Form 12 pupils brought home a letter on Tuesday regarding examinations as well as a copy of the Exam Rules.  If pupils are to take 
the privilege of studying at home in non-exam times then they must return the tear off slip giving parental/guardian permission.  Usual 
School rules apply to Form 12 until the end of Term IV including all exam periods.  In particular uniform and appearance rules remain 
as usual.  All sporting, STU, TAFE and other usual commitments must be met.  All Form 12 pupils are expected back on 9 April for 
exam review and the ANZAC Service. Mr M Orrock, Headmaster 
 



 
WRITER IN RESIDENCE  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Once again the budding writers of Pittwater House participated in the WIR program.  Pupils from Forms 7–12 were invited to apply for 
the program and from the applications, 21 pupils participated.  The week-long program held at the School saw pupils participate in daily 
sessions with Australian author JC Burke.  Each session focused on one aspect of writing.  The Form 10 enrichment class also took 
part in the program enjoying a morning of writing advice from Jane.  Jane Burke has written many well-known books such as White 
Lies, The Red Cardigan, Nine Letters Long, The Story of Tom Brennan, Faking Sweet, Starfish Sisters and Ocean Pearl.  Jane gave 
practical advice on characters, plots and settings.  Once again we have seen the benefits of exposing our writers to a professional 
author.  It is the hope of Pittwater House that this experience was fruitful and engaging and that these young writers will continue to 
apply these lessons throughout their lives. Mrs B Sefton, Teacher Librarian 
 
PDHPE HART DRIVING SCHOOL EXCURSION 
The day involved Form 10 pupils attending six different lectures on a range of different topics involving driver education.  Particular 
highlights were the very moving lecture on brain injuries from a survivor and the student centred activities on breaking distance and 
alcohol restrictions.  The day provided an excellent platform for all pupils leading into their L’s and P’s test.  Thanks to Mrs Cross, Miss 
Danswan and Reverend Butterworth for their assistance on the day. Mr R Upton 
 
SUMMARY OF THE RESULTS FOR THE ESSA (ESSENTIAL SECONDARY SCIENCE ASSESSMENT)  IN 2008 
In Form 8 in all aspects of Science the pupils from Pittwater House were above the mean for the State. 
Grammar School:  Overall Science mean for the Form 8 boys in 2008 was 94.5% verses a State mean of 84.6%.  College:  Overall 
Science mean for the Form 8 girls in 2008 was 92.4% verses a State mean of 84.6%. 
In the Grammar School: 50% of the boys achieved a score in band 5 verses a State average of 10%.  In the Grammar School, 100% 
were in bands 3-5.  In the College:  33% of the girls achieved a result in band 5 verses a State average of 10%.  In the College, 100% 
were in Bands 3-5. Mr B King, Deputy Head - Curriculum 
 
CAREERS AND TERTIARY ADVICE INTERVIEWS 
Mrs Murray is available on Tuesdays for interviews concerning post Form 12 options, subject changes, study help or subject choices. 
Please email for an interview time at mellissa.murray@tphs.nsw.edu.au Mrs M Murray, Careers Advisor 
 

Sport 
 
TENNIS 
The School Holiday Tennis and Sports Camp Forms have been distributed please return them as soon as possible.  Working parents 
are reminded of the Chid Care Rebate scheme!  If you need assistance with an earlier start or later pick up please don't hesitate to ring 
me on 0402 731 196. 
Results of the Saturday Morning TNB Junior Comp: TPHS 1 v Courtsportz.  Won 3-3 (32-31).  TPHS 2 v Courtsportz.  Lost 2-4.  TPHS 
3 v Palm Beach.  Won 4-2.  TPHS 4 v Narrabeen.  Lost 2-4. 
Our team of Kelsey Dunlop and Joshua Moses are in the final of the Sunday Morning TNB Comp Grade I. Congratulations and good 
luck next week! Mr L Hegyessy, Tennis Head Coach 
 
JUNIOR SCHOOL SPORT 
 
CIS SWIMMING 
Congratulations to the following members of our Swimming team who have been selected to swim for the HICES team this Friday at 
the CIS Swimming Championships.  We wish you all the best of luck against the top swimmers from all NSW Independent Schools. 
Jade Parsons (J6), Stephanie Braund (J3), Tyra Hugill (J4), Jasmine Pye, Tasha Burke, Thao Nguyen, Tessa Mapplebeck, Teigan 
Forbes, Emma-Jane MacKinnon-Lee (J5) and Isaac Smith (P5). 
 
PISA SPORT 
 
Senior Cricket v St Lukes.   Once again we won the toss and elected to bowl first against St Lukes.  They got off to a poor start by 
losing a wicket on the first ball of the match.  At the end of their ten overs they had scored 39 runs for the loss of 8 wickets.  Wickets 
were taken by Ethan Chessell, Jack Murata, Mitchell Yeomans and Michael Jonker (P6).  George Firth and Ethan Chessell (P6), both 
threw down the stumps, to take sharp run outs.  Good catches were taken by Jack Murata and Harrison Brock (P4).  Michael Jonker 
bowled an excellent final over for our team when he clean bowled the St Lukes final pair twice in his final six deliveries with great in 
swinging yorkers.  We then batted and scored the solid total of 81 runs for the loss of 5 wickets to maintain our undefeated record.  Our 
top batsmen were Isaac Smith (P5) with Harrison Brock, who scored 27 runs.  Matthew Brock with William Hurst (P6) and Jack Murata 
with Louis Langoulant (P6) scored 18 runs each.  Shot of The Day was shared by Matthew Brock with a reverse sweep and Louis 
Langoulant who Captained with his cover drive for 4.  Well played boys. Mr P Browning 
 
Form 3-4 Tee Ball v St Lukes Grammar.  Lost 13-25.  Unfortunately we did not play as well as we wanted to and were never in the 
match.  Riley Dunlop (P3) caught everything that went to him which earned him Man of the Match.  Our Captain Luca Franks (P3) did 
his best to rally the team but we did not follow his lead.  We need to field with more focus as catches win matches.  Our batting was 
below our normal ability and we gave their fielders some very easy catches.  We will have to try a lot harder next week if we are to 
achieve our personal and team goals. Mr A Wren 



 
Junior Girls’ Tee-ball v St Lukes.   Won 15-14.  The team played their hardest game of the season.  We played against a very strong 
side who were excellent catchers and played well together as a team.  Fortunately we played that little bit better and were able to 
continue our undefeated season.  Every single player in the team listened to the wise words of our co-coach Mrs Sheahan and ran 
around those bases as fast as they could.  We demonstrated excellent teamwork and communicated well with each other.  Every single 
girl this week received an award as it was a real team effort.  Mrs Osborne is extremely pleased with how well the girls are going and 
we look forward to the finals.  Thanks to our fantastic co-coaches, Mrs Sheahan and Mrs Osborne. Mrs K Osborne 
 
Senior Girls’ Softball v St Lukes.   Lost 7-14.  We were winning in the second innings but lost in the third.  Player of the Match was 
Teigan Forbes (J5) for getting three people out on first base.  I would like to thank Mrs Page for coaching us and Mrs Forbes for helping 
us. Eva Wilsher (J6), Captain 
 
Congratulations to Taylor Sheahan (J4) for her selection in the U/12 Manly Warringah Mod-ball team.  The team will be travelling 
throughout New South Wales and ACT competing in various tournaments later in the year. Mrs D Sheahan 
 
FROM THE SPORTS DESK IN SECONDARY SCHOOL 
 
BASKETBALL  
 

C8 v Blue Comets.   Won 17-12.  The score at half time indicated the type of game this was, 8-6 the Blue Comets way and a real 
struggle.  Pittwater complicated things by poor shooting and passing.  Defence was very tight however.  After a slow start in the second 
half the team suddenly cruised away and won the game.  Jordan Howell scored 10 points in the game.  Well done girls. Mr B King 
 
G7 Pittwater Lakers v All Stars.   Lost 16-25.  This was a fast paced game.  Our defence was lacking which gave the All Stars plenty 
of shooting opportunities.  Simon McTavish and Sam Korchinski both scored early baskets and Tom Jason also contributed four points 
in the first half.  With a glimmer of hope in the second half, Sam Korchinski, Sam Sheahan and Tom Jason all scored for the team, 
bringing them within two points of the All Stars.  Unfortunately the All Stars staged a rally of their own and the Lakers could not get back 
on the offence to combat.  Whilst the boys played with great enthusiasm, they were a little off in their team play against a well 
disciplined side that used all their players in both offence and defence. Mrs D Sheahan, Manager 
 
Form 7 Celtics v St Lukes Blue.   Lost 13-29.  The great thing about coaching this team is that the boys are really enjoying their first 
time at playing basketball.  The improvement this week compared to last week was evident as all the team showed more composure 
with the ball and despite playing a well drilled and experienced team they still managed to score 13 points.  Our scorers this week were 
Mitchel Howe, Alex Burke, Anthony Tregunna and one other mystery man who was not identified at the time of scoring.  But the real 
heroes this week were the two Pittwater House Mums who stepped into score despite never having done it before – well done!!  
Unfortunately we had a lot of balls stolen from us as we were dribbling.  We can improve this at training but it would be really helpful if 
each player was able to find a basketball and practise, practise, practise every day with their dominant hand without looking at the ball.  
When we can do this we will be unstoppable.  Great game this week Celtics – great to see your enthusiasm for the game. 

Mr W Brassil 
 
Form 8 Boys v St Pauls.   Lost 17-51.  The boys put together an excellent first half, the best they have played this season, featuring 
good shooting and defence by Toby Roberts and Marc Breckle.  They were trailing 14 to16 at the break.  In the second half St Pauls 
pulled away and outpaced the House.  It was a Jekyll and Hyde performance which left Coach Henderson lost for words. 

Mr R Miller 
 
G10 v Itoones.   Lost 17-39.  The boys got off to a slow start and never recovered.  They need to work on accuracy in the key and on 
limiting their number of fouls.  It is also important that they talk to each other on the court.  Alex Meirau scored two 3 pointers, Matt 
McLeay five points (including a three pointer), David Novakovic four points and Nick Bulman two points. Mrs K Finney, Manager 
 
G11 Open Boys Div 2B v Timberwolves.  Won by forfeit. Mrs A Wright, Manager 
 
Good Luck to Serge Gromov (G12), Willem van Zanten (G11), Jackson Donegal (G11), Emily Doyle (C12), Pascalle Casey (C9) and 
Georgia Patching (C9) who are attending the AICES Basketball Trials this week.  We look forward to hearing of your experiences in the 
near future.   
 
HOCKEY 
 

AICES Girls 16 Years –  On Wednesday the 11 March, Kelly Sherriff (C10) and Hattie Channon (C10) went to Ryde to play hockey. 
We played with Hills Zone as it was a made up team from other schools, a few from each.  Our NASSA goalie made it into the AICES 
hockey team as well as our centre forward.  We lost all three games with the first game playing HRIS 0-5, the second game NASSA 0-4 
and then we played WAS 0-6.  Thank you Mr Levy for organizing it and we hope that there will be more hockey tournaments in the 
future. Kelly Sherriff (C10) 
 
AICES Opens Boys and Girls –  will be held on 5 May 2009 at Newcastle International Hockey Centre, Turton Rd Broadmeadows – 
Newcastle.  Parents will be providing transport on the day.  The competition will go from 8.30am - 3.30pm.  Those who are interested 
must be 18 years and under as at 31/12/09.  Please see Mr Levy in the Sports Office if you are interested. Mr W Levy, Manager of Sport 

 
CDSSA NETBALL 
On Wednesday 18 March nine girls went to Homebush for the CDSSA Netball trials.  All the girls were put through their paces to 
impress the selectors and we were fortunate enough to have Pascalle Casey (C9), Jordan Howell (C8), Rebecca Onsley (C8) and 
Claudia Neal-Shaw (C10) selected for the U15s team from a large field of thirty players.  Also chosen were Grace O’Malley (C10), 
Emily Dean (C12) and Lauren McKenzie (C10) for the Opens team.  I would like to congratulate all the girls on their performance and 
wish them the best of luck at the AICES competition to be held later in the year. Miss S Birch 
 
SQUASH 
Grammar and College – Term II and III sees the Northern District Interschool Squash Competition take place.  The competition will take 
place on Thursday afternoons at Court Sportz, other participating schools are St Luke’s and Mater Maria. If students are interested 
please see Mrs King for a permission slip. Mr W Levy, Manager of Sport 



 
TENNIS 
 

CDSSA Gala Day – The Pittwater House tennis team of Alex McGrouther (G12), Ricky 
Jury (G11), Dylan Reid (G10) and Charlie Smith (G7) did very well last Friday at the 
CDSSA Tennis Gala Day at Coogee.  The comp ran over time and had to conclude with 
two schools still to play.  We are still to hear from the organisers to clarify the final 
results. 
 
 

 
College – Term II sees the Peter Cullen Cup Interschool Competition take place.  The competition will take place on Tuesday 
afternoons at venues around the Peninsula.  If pupils are interested please see Mrs Liddell for a permission slip.  
 
Congratulations to Jodie Sizeland (C11) who competed in the National Flatwater Kayak Championships in Perth from 11 to 16 March.  
Now in the highly competitive Under 18 age group Jodie did well making the finals in the K2 200, 500 and 1000m and the B final in the 
K1 500m.  The highlight for the week was teaming up with three girls from Currumbin Creek in Queensland to place third in the K4 
500m and second in the K4 200m.  Seven girls from this age group including some she paddled with in the K4 were selected to 
compete in the Junior World Championships to be held in Moscow later this year. 
 
Congratulations to Lauren McKenzie (C10) who played in the Manly Warringah Touch Ladies ‘A’ Division Championship Summer 
Competition last Monday night. Lauren’s team won 4-1 with Lauren scoring three tries. Mr W Levy, Manager of Sport 

 
WATER POLO 
 
Open Girls v SGHS.  Lost 4-5.  The first game of the season started with two quick goals by our team after strong passing.  Slowly the 
opposition got their game together and hit back to event the score.  The second half saw us defending strongly but forgetting our 
attacking plays.  Goals were scored by Maresa van den Brink (C12) 1, Jodie Sizeland (C11) 1 and Pacalle Casey (C9) 2. 

Blair Conde (C12), Captain 
 
RUGBY 
 
The Australian Rugby Union in conjunction with the Wallaby coaching staff is conducting Camp Wallaby in the April School holidays  
(16 and 17 April).  The Camp, held at Riverview College, will feature guest coaching from Wallaby coach Robbie Deans and assistant 
coach Jim Williams.  If you are interested please see Mr Levy in the Sports Office.  
 
Attention Rugby Fans –  The Sports Department have four double passes to see the Waratahs v Bulls in the Super 14 on Saturday 11 
April at Sydney Football Stadium.  If you are interested please see Mr Levy in the Sports Department.  These tickets will be given out 
on a first come first serve basis. 
 
HOLIDAY PROGRAMMES – AMF 10 Pin Bowling has an April School holiday deal, $21.50 gets each person two games, arcade 
tokens and café options.  See Mr Levy for more information or head to AMF Dee Why. Mr W Levy, Manager of Sport 
 

PHPA 
 

CANTEEN DUTY 
Canteen Supervisor – 

Phone 9972 5718 after 8.00am 
Mon 30 Mar Vickie Cardiff-Kinder Lissa Hurst Dalva Cartwright 

Tue 31 Mar Sara Chapman Shelley Jiang Sarah Spear 

Wed 1 Apr Silvia Herbert Angela Burke Geri Roggerio 

Thu 2 Apr Andri Beneke Amanda Phillips Sue Blackshaw 

Fri 3 Apr Barbara Batton Penny Moses Jane Griffiths and 
Vickie Cardiff-
Kinder 

 

CLOTHING POOL AND SECOND HAND 
BOOKS AT 1 PARKES ROAD. 
 

Access is via the gate at the top left hand corner 
of the car park. 
 

The Clothing and Book Pool is run by a volunteer parent and is open on 
Tuesdays 8am-9.15am and Thursdays 2pm-3.15pm. 
 

Please Note:  Only cash or cheques will be accepted.  Purchases cannot  
be charged to your School account.  CUSTOMERS MUST CHOOSE 
CAREFULLY AS THE PHPA HAS A NO REFUND POLICY 


