
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What’s On 
in Week 9 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Thu 26 Mar 
 
 

8:30am-
3:30pm 

AICES Girls Basketball 
(Hills Stadium) 
 

Scholarship Day 
Exams (GtHall) 

Tue 24 Mar 
 

 

CIS Schools Basketball 
 

CIS Swimming 
Carnival (Jnr School) 

TERM DATES 2009 

TERM I 
Opens 27 Jan 
Closes 9 Apr 

TERM II 
Opens 29 Apr 
Closes 3 Jul 

TERM III 
Opens 28 Jul 
Closes 24 Sep 

TERM IV 
Opens 20 Oct 
Closes 11 Dec 

No. 2009/09 18 March 2009 

A great gathering of the 
School Family was 
entertained by some very 
talented people on Friday 
13 March at the ‘Chicago’ 
Gala Ball in support of the 
Parents Association and 
the Foundation.  The 
effort was remarkable 
from a large volunteer 
committee led by the 
Founder.  I will single out 
a handful of people who  
 

made special contributions (this is always dangerous!) but in so doing I thank 
everyone who gave goods and services, made bids on auction items, 
performed, helped in the lead-up weeks or on the night and to those who 
attended. 

 
First, four remarkable Pittwater House parents Tracey Spicer – the MC, Tim 
Shaw – the auctioneer, Cathy Reynolds – the entertainment co-ordinator and 
Carolyn Dodds – the auction co-ordinator.  These four supported by their cast 
and crew did an outstanding job to ensure everyone enjoyed the night and 
contributed to the fundraising, which was well over the $20,000 target.   
 
Secondly, I thank the teaching staff who assisted on the night and I will single 
out just one, Mr Coyle, for producing the sensational ‘All Stars Big Band’ made 
up of alumni, parents, current staff and pupils.   
 
Thirdly, three outstanding pupil performers who gave solos, Sasha Korchinski 
(C11), Adina Toumi-Cussinet (C10) and Cameron Elliot (G10) supported by 
dancers and chorus presented the main theme through some of the music from 
the musical Chicago. 
 
I also thank the Pittwater House parent rock band ‘Gluteus Maximus’ and singer 
Virginia Younger Pittwater House Alumna and parent, for their enormous 
contribution to the fun of the night. Mr R V H Morgan, Principal 
 

What a Fantastic Night! 
 



 
FROM THE CURRICULUM OFFICE 
Would all parents of pupils in Forms 3, 5, 7 and 9 please note that the official ‘Information for Parents’ regarding the 2009 National 
Assessment Program, Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN), is on the School’s website.  This details the timetable and requirements for 
the tests and gives considerable information. Mr B King, Duputy Head, Curriculum 
 
HORIZONS NEWS 
Last Friday, a group of pupils attended a meeting for interested members at Club Horizons during their lunch time break.  During the 
meeting, some of the current competitions were outlined.  There is a public speaking competition for 12-14 year olds and one for 15-18 
year olds.  There are two essay competitions for Forms 11 and 12 – both with a focus on Law.  This would be of particular interest for 
anyone wishing to study Law.  For the scientifically minded, there is Murder Under the Microscope – an ecological project.  Please 
encourage your son or daughter to enter these competitions if they have an interest in that particular area.  Competitions provide 
valuable learning experiences.  Pupils can obtain more information about competitions from the Horizons Department.  Interested 
pupils will meet for Club Horizons every Friday lunch break for the Senior School.  Plans are underway for a similar club for the Junior 
School.  This week’s brain teaser:  The drive from Oakland to Pinewood was a slow and windy one.  I covered the uphill distance of 40 
kilometres at 42 km/hr.  The return journey was downhill and I managed to drive at 56 km/hr.  What was my average speed for the 
entire journey?  Last week’s answer:10 teams.  The workings: If 10 teams, then the first team plays against 9 teams, the second 
against 8 and so on – 9+8+7+6+5+4+3+2+1=45.  The formula is 9x10 /2. Mrs M Cross, Horizons Co-ordinator 
 
IMPORTANT CANTEEN UPDATE REGARDING: MY STUDENT ACCOUNT 
Parents are advised there are new procedures in place to curb the number of ‘insufficient funds’ presenting for lunch orders.  If your 
child’s account balance does not cover the cost of the lunch ordered, your child will be provided with a basic lunch of vegemite 
sandwich and juice at a cost of $5.  This amount will be charged to your School Account.  If you child presents at the canteen with 
insufficient funds on their account, a subsequent time within the Term, an Administrative charge of $10 will be added to cover the time 
spent by the School’s Accounts Department.  Please ensure you top up your account balance regularly and allow 24 hours for the 
transaction to be processed.  If in doubt, place the order with cash.  We ask for your co-operation in this matter as a significant amount 
of time is being taken up managing records for unpaid lunches.  If you need help depositing funds contact My Student Account  at 
www.mystudentaccount.com.au) (details are on your initial information letter).  Many thanks to the majority of parents already using the 
system efficiently. Mrs V McGrouther, PHPA 
 
SCHOOL SHOP 
Opening hours for term break are: Wednesday 22: 8am-4.30pm, Friday 24: 8am-12pm, Monday 27: 8am-12pm, Tuesday 28: 8am-
12pm and Wednesday 29: 8am-4.30 pm.  Appointments can be made now for winter uniform fittings.  Senior jumpers are now 
available.  Grammar sport shorts will be in store this week(sorry for the delay).  Grammar boys who needed their pocket put on their 
blazer must bring it in by 8.30 am Friday 20 or it will be another month before the next pick up.  Lost Property is still overflowing.  
Please come in to claim your found items. Mrs T Spark, Manager 
 

Junior School News 
 
Last Wednesday Pittwater House again hosted the HICES Swimming Carnival which was held at Homebush.  The HICES Heads of 
School commented on the efficient running of the carnival under the direction of Mr Browning and ably assisted by Miss Jones, Mr 
Jones and Form 6 helpers.  Well done to all swimmers.  Their results appear in this week’s edition of Housenews.  
 
This Thursday we also host the annual Quadrilateral Swimming Carnival in the School pool.  This carnival is for boys only and we will 
be competing against Coogee Prep, Newington Lindfield and Mosman Prep. Mrs J Gonczi, Head of Junior School 
 
THE BULLY STRIKES BACK PERFORMANCE 
On Monday Forms K-6 watched the performance of 
“The Bully Strikes Back” in the Junior Hall. The main 
messages throughout the performance were that you 
can’t beat a bully at being a bully, bullies want a 
reaction and bullies like to feel tall by making you feel 
small.  They also spoke to the pupils about resilience 
and the importance of finding strength when times are 
hard.  The pupils enjoyed the performance and it was 
a good reminder to all pupils as to what is acceptable 
behaviour, and what is not. Miss I Paton 
 
KINDIFARM VISITS THE ECC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The children of the ECC were very excited on Monday to be visited by the Kindifarm.  Everyone had a turn feeding pellets to the greedy 
goats, little lambs, the calf and Lucky the Sheep. The children loved holding the bottle of formula to feed Queenie the calf and the 
lambs.  Chicks, baby rabbits and Jemima the duck enchanted the children as they each had a hold or pat.  The piglets were the 
highlight of the visit.  It was their first venture into the wide world of preschoolers and their wobbly legs and little squeals had the 
children in fits of giggles.  They all got to see the sheep clipped with hand shears and everyone took a souvenir piece of wool home 
with them. A fantastic experience for our youngest members of the Pittwater House Family. Mrs A Murray 



 
CANTEEN NEWS 
An invitation is extended to all Form 5 and 6 pupils to shop at the Canteen each lunchtime after the second bell at 1.20pm.  All pupils 
are expected to display good manners and return promptly to their areas after being served.  The Canteen prefers purchases be made 
with your Student Account Card to minimise handling of cash. Mrs V McGrouther 
 

Secondary School News 
 
ENCORE MUSIC CONCERT 
We were all very proud of Ken Kuo (G12, 2008) who performed at the Sydney Opera House on Monday night.  He had been selected 
as one of twenty from six thousand candidates.  These were the top HSC Music performers from across the state.  Ken played 
Zigeunerweisen (Gypsy Airs) Opus 20 in C minor (de Sarasate) on violin.  His playing was exquisite and drew one of the loudest 
ovations at an extraordinary evening.  Thank you to the large group of staff and pupil supporters.  Congratulations to Ken and the 
Creative Arts Faculty for such a joyous outcome. Mr M Orrock, Headmaster 
 
ESSAY/EXTENDED RESPONSE WRITING SKILLS FOR FORMS 9-11 
Course begins Tuesday 24 March.  Venue: Pittwater House, Room S128.  The following pupils are enrolled: Mitchell Anderson, Pippa 
Jennings, Skye Donaldson, Brandon Tran, Hugh Brassil, Matthew Frost, Rory Cross, Robin Molen-Tritull.  Please meet in Room S128 
promptly at 3.30pm.  Bring pens and highlighters.  If your name is not on this list and you would like to attend, places are still available.  
To have your name added to this list go to www.skillscentre.com.au > Course dates.  Alternatively phone or fax -  ics Learning Group 
on:  Ph: 8090 1286 or Fax: 8003 9713. Mr B King, Deputy Head, Curriculum 
 
FORM 10 VOCATIONAL TESTING  
Vocational Testing will occur on Tuesday 7 April.  All Form 10 pupils as well as pupils from Forms 11 and 12 who missed out in 
previous years are encouraged to participate.  The permission note will go home this week.  Could it please be returned by Monday 23 
March. 
 
CAREERS AND TERTIARY ADVICE INTERVIEWS 
Mrs Murray is available on Tuesdays for interviews concerning post Form 12 options, subject changes, study help or subject choices. 
Please email for an interview time at mellissa.murray@tphs.nsw.edu.au Mrs M Murray, Careers Advisor 

 

Cadets 
The PHSCU Band put on a fantastic performance at the Memorial Service for (Hon) LT COL Ian Morgan last Tuesday 
afternoon.  LTCOL Ian Morgan not only commanded the unit, but had a special interest in the band.  The drummers who 
performed a spectacular stick routine in front of the congregation deserve special praise.  The Colour Party and a cadet 
guard also represented the unit at the service with a great deal of pride and skill.  

 
Next week all Form 7 and 9 Cadets will be going surfing at Long Reef under the supervision of Manly Surf School.  Cadets must return 
their forms by the end of this week.  They also need to bring their board shorts, a towel and their own rash vest if possible.  More 
details are on the permission forms. 
 
The PHSCU annual camp is taking place from the 14-18 April 09 at Castle Mountain near Wisemans Ferry.  Permission notes went out 
this week and they must be fully completed and returned no later than Friday 27 March (one week later than mentioned on permission 
form). An electronic version of this form can be downloaded from the Pittwater House Website at: 
http://www.pittwaterhouse.com.au/front/home.php?mod=2nd-xtra&id_nav=187 CAPT (AAC) J Walmsley, OC 
 

Sport 
 
TENNIS 
Great results of the TNB Saturday Morning Junior Comp:  TPHS 1 v Mona Vale.  Won 3-3 (26-18).  TPHS 2 v Narraweena.  Won 4-2.  
Charlie Smith's team are on the top of the Grade!  TPHS 3 v Narrabeen.  Won 4-2.  TPHS 4 v Courtsportz.  Won 4-2. 
Sunday Morning TNB Comp:  TPHS 1 v Manly.  Won 4-1.  Congratulations to Kelsey Dunlop (C7) and Joshua Moses (G8) for getting to 
the Final. 
Outstanding results of the Saturday Afternoon ITP Round Robin Comp: John Tragunna (P5).  Well done! 
The Tennis and Sports Camp forms for your Easter Holidays are out now.  If you have any enquiries please call me on 0402 731 196. 

Mr L Hegyessy, Tennis Head Coach 
 
JUNIOR SCHOOL SPORT 
 
HICES SWIMMING CARNIVAL 

Last Wednesday our Combined Boys and Girls Swimming Team took part 
in the annual HICES Swimming Championships.  The team performed 
strongly to finish 4th in the Overall Points Score competition and 2nd in the 
Percentage Points Score competition.  We are now waiting to be informed 
about how many of our Swim Team have qualified to swim for the HICES 
team at the CIS Championships which will be held on Friday 27 March.  
Many thanks for a job well done goes to our Form 6 helpers who helped 
our Pittwater House staff run the event once again this year. The work of 
Mr Wren, Mr Jones, Mrs Gonczi and Miss Jones as officials on the day was 
also responsible for the Carnival running very smoothly. Finally I would like 
to congratulate Jade Parsons (J6), Isaac Smith (P6), Tyra Hugill (J4) and 
our Junior Girls Freestyle Relay Team of Jasmine Pye, Thao Nguyen, 
Tessa Mapplebeck (J5) and Tyra Hugill (J4), for their outstanding 
swimming on the day.  

 



 
PISA SPORT 
Our Senior Boys’ Cricket Team kept their undefeated record intact last Friday with a convincing victory over Covenant Christian 
School.  We once again bowled first and restricted the opposition score to 49 runs from their 10 overs.  Wickets were taken by William 
Hurst, and Mitchell Yeomans (P6).  Louis Langoulant (P6) took a good catch.  We then took up the run chase and George Firth (P6) 
batting with Michael Jonker (P6) as our opening pair once again got our team off to a wonderful start with 25 runs from the first two 
overs.  After 8 overs our team had equalled their score and our last pair of batsmen Jack Murata and Louis Langoulant (P6) put on 13 
runs to take our team to another top victory. Mr P Browning, Sportsmaster 
 
Form 3-4 Tee Ball v Covenant Christians.   Won 21-16.  This was our best game ever.  Sam Donlan (P4), Benedict Barlow-Hunt (P4), 
William Ha (P4), Riley Dunlop (P3), Luca Franks (P3) all batted strongly and laid the foundation for our 21 home runs.  Charlie 
Langoulant (P4) in his role as captain, Will Crawford (P4), George Platt (P4) and John Black (P4) all fielded with skill and this is why we 
played so well and won our first match.  Congratulations to every player for playing to their potential – Mr Wren now is challenging us to 
play this well again and win two in a row.  Player of the Match was Benedict Barlow-Hunt.  Most Improved Player – William Ha.   
 Mr A Wren 
 
Junior Girls’ Tee-Ball v Covenant Christians.  Won 18-11.  The girls all played really well, working together as a team and reading 
the play.  Taylor Sheahan scored a home run and Manon Mueller, Tyra Hugill and Kate Dampney (J4) ran to bases with sensible and 
strong running.  A big thank you to Grace Cooper (J4) who filled in for us this week.  Player of the Match was Kate Dampney and 
Encouragement Award went to Manon Mueller.  Thanks to our fantastic co-coach, Mrs Sheahan. Mrs K Osborne, Coach 
 
Senior Girls’ Softball v Covenant Christians.   Lost 3-14.  We are getting better with every match we play.  We need to improve on 
our sneaking and batting.  Player of the Match was Alexandra Langkow (J5) who was our backstop.  Thanks to Jess Reynolds-
Wellington (J5) for filling in for Eva and thanks to Mrs Page for coaching. Maria Wang (J6) 
 
FROM THE SPORTS DESK IN SECONDARY SCHOOL 
 
BASKETBALL 
G7 Celtics v St Paul’s (09/03/09).   Lost 7-16.  Once again the boys from Grammar 7 showed up ready and raring to play.  During the 
week we had practised at training, awareness of the game as the team we played the week before had gotten away from us due to 
more than a few fast breaks that we just were not aware were happening.  The first few minutes looked a bit shaky, as if they had 
returned to their old ways and a timeout was needed to get their heads in the game, but after this the boys switched on and not one fast 
break attempt was left unattended-Alex Burke shone through in this department.  By far though, my pick for Man of the Match goes to 
Alex Hay.  His size is finally being put into full effect.  In a transformation from a boy who knew not a single thing about basketball to a 
dominant force under the hoop at both ends, Alex showed the way with strength and skill in the rebounds defensive and attacking, and 
to a more important note, exactly what we had been working on at training.  Well done Alex and the rest of the team too, see you on 
Thursday fellas. Mr W Brassil 
 
G7 Pittwater Lakers v Pittwater Celtics (16/03/09).  Won 24-6.  The play was slow initially with both teams only scoring one basket 
each in the first ten minutes of the game.  Simon McTavish was the first to score with a spectacular long range goal.  The first half saw 
the boys finally edge ahead with Josh Williams, Charlie Smith, Billy Bianchini, Thomas Jason and Samuel Sheahan all scoring to 
increase the lead 12-2.   There was plenty of action in the second half and whilst the Celtics defended well, they weren’t able to 
capitalise on all the scoring opportunities and free throws that the Lakers gave away.  Edward Morgan and Sam Korchinski both 
worked well together and Owen Smith showed confidence scoring 2 goals in quick succession.  Charlie Smith was a fortifying figure, 
preventing the Celtics from going on a shooting spree.  Scoring a total of 8 points for his team, Charlie dominated by repeatedly turning 
his team around from defence to offence.  Whilst the score didn’t reflect the Celtics’ hard work, they really did play well and gave it their 
best ‘til the end. 

Mrs D Sheahan, Manager 
 
G7 Pittwater Lakers v St Luke’s.  Lost 4-20.  Their inability to overcome nerves against their more experienced opponents saw the 
Lakers give away too many scoring opportunities, especially their failure to convert the many free throws awarded to them.  Samuel 
Korchinski took an early basket but the team’s offence was lacking throughout the game.  A magnificent layup saw Charlie Smith score 
the second and final goal of the match.  Owen Smith continues to show great work in defence and his efforts were rewarded with being 
named Man of the Match.  Coach Hoekman will be working on their goal shooting and offence in preparation for next week’s match.  
 Mrs D Sheahan, Manager 
 
Form 8 Boys v St Lukes.   Lost 27-52.  This game was played at a fast pace and the boys matched St Lukes for most of the first half, 
going into the break at a respectable 19 to 28.  Tom Robb and Matt Wickens did some good passing around the key in attack and Marc 
Breckle shot well early while Nick Capeleris showed improving rebounding skills. The second half saw things loosen up as St Lukes 
moved out to a good lead despite energetic efforts by the House. Alex Smith provided some muscle in the key and Toby Roberts 
excelled in defence. Matt Baldwin showed that he had some good moves and Jackson Wright shot well up close. Mr R Miller 
 
G11 Open Boys Div 2B v Thunder.  Won 24-21.  The toughest game this season saw Willem Van Zanten (6pts) hustling and making 
attacks on the opposition, Elliot Green (6pts) leaping for the ball and rebounding with success and Jackson Donegal (4pts) moving the 
ball into set plays.  Strong defence again this week by Daniel Wright and Yannick Volz (2pts).  Sam Nicholas (2pts) and Sean O'Shea 
played well in all aspects of the game.  The boys kept level headed and maintained their style of play successfully keeping the 
opposition out in the last minute and ensuring them their well deserved win.� Mrs A Wright, Manager�
 
C8 v Bayview Boomers.   Won 46-2.  A good victory against an inexperienced team.  Georgia Dodds scoring 13 points.  Training is on 
Thursday. Mr B King 
 
Good Luck to the Open Girls Basketball team as they head off to play at the AICES School Basketball Tournament this week.  Many 
thanks to Mr A Doyle for taking the girls on the day and we look forward to hearing how they play. Mr W Levy, Manager of Sport 
 



 
SWIMMING 
Secondary Swimming at All Schools Swimming Championshi ps – The school based All Age Relay 6x50m (12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17+) 
is not being held at AICES and NSW CIS Secondary Carnival in 2009.  This event will be held at All Schools and Pittwater House is 
hoping to enter our fastest 50m Freestyle swimmers into this event.  The following College and Grammar teams will be entered with the 
hope of qualifying for this exciting event.  Boys:   12 Years: Sam Sheahan, reserve Niall Powers; 13 Years:  Jayke Rees, reserve  
Jon Brooke; 14 Years: Jackson Wright, reserve Tom Robb; 15 Years:  Billy Brooks, reserve David Novakovic; 16 Years:  Jackson 
Howell, reserve Luke Foord; 17+ Years:  Pierce Howell, reserve Angus Cottman.  Girls:   12 Years:  Kelsey Dunlop, reserve Megan 
Rolls; 13 Years:  Katerine-Ann MacKinnon-Lee, reserve Madison Alexis; 14 Years:  Pascalle Casey, reserve Jordan Howell; 15 Years: 
Julia Fitzgerald, reserve Georgia Patching; 16 Years:  Grace O’Malley, reserve Claire Tregido; 17+ Years:  Jodie Sizeland, reserve 
Maresa van den Brink. 
 
WATER POLO – Good luck to the Open Girls and two Open Boys Teams who will be starting their seasons this Friday.  Last year saw 
TPHS in the finals of both competitions and from the managers reports, it seems that TPHS will be a force to be reckoned with again 
this year.  Please find the draw at www.pittwaterhouse.com.au > Secondary School > Extra Curricular > Water Polo.  
 
SQUASH 
Grammar and College – Term II and III sees the Northern District Interschool Squash Competition take place.  The competition will 
occur on Thursday afternoons at Court Sportz.  Other participating schools are St Luke’s and Mater Maria.  If pupils are interested 
please see Mrs King for a permission slip.  
 
TENNIS 
College – Term II sees the Peter Cullen Cup Interschool Competition take place.  The competition will take place on Tuesday 
afternoons at venues around the Peninsula.  If pupils are interested please see Mrs Liddell for a permission slip.  
 
Good luck to the Grammar pupils heading to Coogee to play in the CDSSA Tennis Competition. This is a very tough competition and 
we look forward to hearing how the boys played.  
 
2009 Snow Sports Event Dates – If you have downloaded the 2009 Event Dates from the website in the last two weeks, please 
beware that there was a minor mistake to the dates on Version 1.6.  The correct Event Dates for the Travelplan Sydney Regional 
Championships are: 

• Wed 22 July - Snowboard GS and Skier X (Div. 4, 5)  
• Thurs 23 July - Snowboard X and Moguls  
• Fri 24 July - Skier X (Div 1, 2, 3) and Alpine (Div. 4, 5)  
• Sat 25 July - Alpine (Div 1, 2, 3) 

 
SPORTS EQUIPMENT 
Mike Pawley has supplied TPHS with VIP cards that entitle the holder to a 15% discount, anyone who is interested in attaining a card 
please see Mr Levy in the Sports Department. 
 
HOLIDAY CAMPS –  Warringah Council has sent the Sports Department information about their Autumn 2009 School Holiday Program. 
Anyone who is interested in Beach Awareness and Surf Education; Skateboarding and In Line Skating and Digital Clay Animation 
please see Mr Levy in the Sports Office.  Mr W Levy, Manager of Sport 
 

PHPA 
 
CLOTHING POOL 
Would all parents using the Clothing Pool ensure we have your correct postal details.  Failure to do so could result in no payment being 
made.  We are happy to sell any items you supply provided they are current and in good condition.  The Clothing Pool has a No 
Refunds Policy. 
 

CANTEEN DUTY 
Canteen Supervisor – 

Phone 9972 5718 after 8.00am 
Mon 23 Mar Vickie Kinder-Cardiff Sandy Reid Pat Graziano 

Tue 24 Mar Sarah Green Anne Zonneveldt Sara Chapman 

Wed 25 Mar Kerrie McAlpin Angela Burke Anna Grant 

Thu 26 Mar Pam Greening Monica Linfield Cheryl Prenter 

Fri 27 Mar Amana Phillips Shirley Mitchel Vickie Cardiff-
Kinder 

 

CLOTHING POOL AND SECOND HAND 
BOOKS AT 1 PARKES ROAD. 
 

Access is via the gate at the top left hand corner 
of the car park. 
 

The Clothing and Book Pool is run by a volunteer parent and is open on 
Tuesdays 8am-9.15am and Thursdays 2pm-3.15pm. 
 

Please Note:  Only cash or cheques will be accepted.  Purchases cannot  
be charged to your School account.  CUSTOMERS MUST CHOOSE 
CAREFULLY AS THE PHPA HAS A NO REFUND POLICY 
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