
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What’s On 
in Week 4 
    2009 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mon 16 Feb 

 

G7 to Abercrombie 
House 

Wed 18 Feb 
 

Excn: C&G 11&12 D&T 
(BOS Powerhouse 
Seminar) 

Fri 20 Feb 
 

G7 return from 
Abercrombie House 

Sat 21 Feb 

6:00pm-
10:00pm 

 
Redlands Invitation 
Swimming Carnival 
(Sydney International 
Aquatic Centre) 

TERM DATES 2009 

TERM I 
Opens 27 Jan 
Closes 9 Apr 

TERM II 
Opens 29 Apr 
Closes 3 Jul 

TERM III 
Opens 28 Jul 
Closes 24 Sep 

TERM IV 
Opens 20 Oct 
Closes 11 Dec 

No. 2009/04 11 February 2009 

Junior School in the Pool 

Last week we held our Annual Swimming Carnivals and saw some high quality swimming 
from our very young 5 year olds up to our 12 and 13 year old young champions.  The 
Forms 3-6 Carnival was held on Wednesday and the K-2 Carnival on Friday.  All pupils 
participated enthusiastically and thank you to our wonderful parents for attending and 
supporting their children.  A special thank you to the fathers who competed in the parent 
relay: Mr Rennie, Mr Hurst, Mr Willsher and Mr O’Brien and our Junior School team: Mrs 
Achurch, Mr Browning, Mr Wren and Mr Jones.  The Form 9 monitors were outstanding 
helpers for both carnivals and exhibited leadership qualities as well as outstanding 
swimming skills. 
 

The final House Point Scores were: Boys – Vickers 358, Askin 294 , Butler and Osborne 
Brown 197 (equal 3rd).  Girls – Melba 364, Bronhill 308, Sutherland 261 and Hammond 
212.  Congratulations go to Vickers and Melba for winning our House Swimming 
Competitions.  It is interesting to note that Vickers last won the House Points Score Cup for 
swimming in 1995.  Congratulations to both Vickers and Melba. 
 

The following pupils were our top swimmers on the days and are to be congratulated for 
winning their Age Championships: 
 

Boys – 12/13 Yrs –William Hurst, 11Yrs and Senior Champion - Isaac Smith,10 Yrs and 
Junior Champion Will Crawford, 9 Yrs – Liam House, 8 Yrs Primary – Luca Franks, 8 Yrs 
(K-2) – Dylan Whitelaw, 7 Yrs - James Pinnington, 6 Yrs and K-2 Champion – Jed Hugill,  
5 Yrs – Beau Lonergan. 
 

Girls – 12/13 Yrs and Senior Champion – Jade Parsons, 11Yrs Emma–Jane MacKinnon– 
Lee, 10 Yrs and Junior Champion – Jasmine Pye, 9 Yrs – Tyra Hugill, 8 Yrs Primary – 
Stephanie Braund, 8 Yrs (K-2 and K-2 Champion – Scarlett Barlow–Hunt, 7 Yrs Equal 
Champs – Emily Zhou and Eleanor Platt, 6 Yrs – Equal Champs – Paris Younger and 
Lauren O’Brien, 5 Yrs – Equal Champs – Alexis Pieper and Jade Cruickshank. 
 

A special mention to Jade Parsons, who set a new record of 31.33 in the 12/13 Yrs 50m 
Freestyle. The old record of 31.99 had stood since 2002. Great swim Jade !! 

Mrs J Gonczi, Head of Junior School 

Secondary School Swimming Carnivals will be feature d in next week’s Housenews. 



 
VICTORIAN BUSH FIRE TRAGEDY 
On Monday morning we awoke to the very sad news of over 100 dead and many more injured and suffering as a result of the 
extraordinary bush fires across Victoria.  The death toll is rising as emergency services continue the grim task of sifting through the 
ruins of more than 750 homes and hundreds of motor vehicles caught in the path of ferocious fire fronts.  There will be many teachers, 
boys and girls unable to go to school for many days or weeks in their communities so let our thoughts and prayers be for those 
suffering and let us not forget the heroic work of the emergency service personnel. 
 
Our flags have been at half-mast to honour the victims of this most appalling tragedy. 
 
I have designated this Friday (13 February) as a fundraising day for the Bush Fire Appeal.  Teachers and Prefects are planning 
activities to encourage all members of the Pittwater House Family to contribute to the efforts to provide support and comfort, through 
cash donations which will be passed on to the Red Cross, to the many families affected throughout Victoria. Mr R V H Morgan, Principal 
 
BUSHFIRE APPEAL FUNDRAISER 
Form 6 will be holding a Cake Stall on Friday 13th near the Canteen and near the Junior Schools Quadrangle.  Donations of small 
cakes and biscuits will be gratefully accepted!  Please deliver to Form 6 and Mr Hudson in S130 from 7:30am this Friday. Mr G Hudson 
 
WRITER-IN-RESIDENCE 2009 PROGRAM 
The Writer-In-Residence program is being offered in 2009.  The Secondary School pupils who are selected to participate will meet with 
author J C Burke over a period of five days in Week 8 of Term I.  Mrs Burke is well known for her books that include ‘The Red 
Cardigan’, ‘White Lies’, ‘The Story of Tom Brennan’ and ‘Nine Letters’.  Any budding writers who would like to apply should pick-up a 
student proposal form from Mrs Sefton in the library as soon as possible.  All applications should be returned to Mrs Sefton by the end 
of Week 5. Mrs B Sefton, Librarian 
 
SCHOOL SHOP 
You must order poly/cotton jumpers before next Tuesday 17 February.  No orders can be accepted after this date.  Size 14-16 
tracksuits will be available in two weeks. 
Please remember the School Shop no longer stocks stationery. 
 
LOST PROPERTY 
Lost Property will be located at the School Shop and not at the Health Centre.  Please come in and claim your found items as the 
basket is overflowing. Mrs T Spark, Manager 
 
ANOTHER REMINDER ABOUT CAR PARK SAFETY 
Thank you to all drivers who have taken up the challenge of showing patience and courtesy in the main School car park and by doing 
so contribute to the safety of all.  Things seem to be settling back into a routine fairly well with only occasional breaches of the car park 
procedures are being observed and reported. 
 
Although the front row of the car park often appears to have vacant spaces in it at the “peak” times of morning and afternoon drop-off, I 
must ask parents not to use them.  If this row is used for drop offs and pick ups the traffic flow in the car park is severely disrupted by 
vehicles reversing out into the main traffic lanes.  Reversing vehicles pose the greatest threat to pedestrians (especially little 
pedestrians) and so we must try and minimise this.  For this reason, these spaces have been allocated to specific members of staff with 
the intention that the spaces are occupied for the majority of the day including the peak drop off and pick up times.  All spaces in the 
car park are “free and fair game” before 7am and after 4.30pm on any School day. 
 
Finally, I must again ask all drivers to observe the strict one-way system that sees traffic operate in a clockwise direction.  As outlined in 
last week’s Housenews drivers must not, under any circumstances , drive against the arrows.  Pedestrians (particularly children) in 
the car park are expecting traffic to flow in one direction and will be “biased” to look for danger in that way.  There is only one entry gate 
and one exit gate and they are not interchangeable.  Please, do not follow the recent example of the driver of BAP 96G and drive out 
the entry gate. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation. Mr G Alderson, Business Manager 
 
WARRINGAH COUNCIL  

Positive Parenting Programme 
Courses are being held on 4, 11 and 18 March on various topics.  Please call YouthLinx on 9942 2681 for details. 
 
Youth Advisory Committee 
Warringah Council are looking for pupils over 14 years of age to join a Youth Advisory Committee which meets monthly.  

For more information please contact Youth Services on 9742 2401 or at youth@warringah.nsw.gov.au Mr M Orrock, Headmaster 
 
PARENTING PROGRAMS 
Northern Sydney Central Coast Area Health Service is again offering a number of parenting courses during Term I 2009.  The following 
courses are being held in various suburbs in the northern area:  Triple P (Positive Parenting Program), Communicating with Kids and 
Communicating with Teens.  Workshops are also being held – Dealing with Teen’s Back Chat, Understanding your Toddler and 
Discipline, Bully Busting, Transition to School and Transition to High School.  A new seminar series Triple P for 1-12 years and Teens 
is also available.  Please phone on 9887 5830 for a brochure or information about the courses, workshops and seminars. 

 Mr R V H Morgan, Principal 
 

Junior School News 
Thank you to all staff for the Informative Parent Teacher Orientation evenings held last week.  Thank you also to the many parents who 
attended.  The comments I received were very positive.  Both the Swimming Carnivals which were held last week were very successful 
and I congratulate all pupils who swam in the races and Mr Browning, staff and Form 9 pupils for their excellent supervision and team 
work. 
 
I look forward to catching up with you at the Friday 13th Cocktail Party hosted by the Parents Association. 

Mrs J Gonczi, Head of Junior School 



 
LEADERSHIP COURSE 
As part of their preparation for the School year ahead the 16 Form 6 pupils inducted last week, led by Junior College Captain, Maria 
Wang, and Prep School Captain, Will Hurst, attended the HICES Schools’ Leadership Day hosted by the Blue Mountains Grammar 
School.  This programme involved more than 230 Form 6 children from 16 schools in a series of activities, audio-visual presentations, 
games and challenges designed to develop individual confidence and dedication, together with a spirit of collective enthusiasm for 
influencing and inspiring fellow pupils.  Our young leaders enjoyed the experience and returned to School with strategies for helping 
every pupil from K-6 to “Shine in ‘09”!  Our thanks to Mr Alderson for accompanying us. Mr G Hudson 
 
DRAMA SCHOOL 
Easy and convenient after school drama lessons at Pittwater House.  Prepare your child for School and life.  Blossom Drama School 
(formerly Star Performance Drama) welcomes back existing and new drama students.  Lessons are on Tuesday afternoons.  Pupils are 
supervised from the bell.  Forms K-2 3:15-4:15pm and Forms 3-6 4:20-5.20pm.  Act, Perform, Shine…Blossom.  Join in the fun.  For 
bookings Ph: 9938 5220 or Fax: 0422 791 112, Justine@blossommanagement.com.au 
 
SWIMMING MINI-SQUAD FOR JUNIOR SCHOOL CHILDREN 
Swim Wizard are offering a Mini Squad in their swimming programme.  Time: 3.30-4.00pm at the Pittwater House Pool.  It is hoped that 
the programme will continue until the end of Term I and maybe until the end of April or early May if the weather is warm enough for the 
children.  There is strong emphasis on water confidence, stroke development and building the core body strength required for beautiful 
and efficient swimming.  Enquiries:  Please contact Bernadette McAlinden on 0403 840 991. 
 

Secondary School News 
 
MAJOR PRODUCTION ‘The Importance of Being Earnest’ 
The School is calling pupil actors to audition for nine roles in this ‘Oscar Wilde’ classic.  We are delighted that School 
parent Andrew Doyle will be directing this production.  Auditions will be held on Wednesday 18 February at 3:30pm.  
Pupils should collect a description of the nine characters from Mrs MacDonald or Mr Abraham in Creative Arts and ask for 

more details in regard to the auditioning process.  It is expected that all drama elective pupils will audition.  Mr Doyle is an experienced 
actor and director so we look forward to his interpretation of this wry social satire of English town and country life.  It makes many 
observations about social ambition, follies and pretensions.  Much of it could easily be set in Sydney’s eastern suburbs and Bowral 
today.  The production will be performed in early May. Mr M Orrock, Headmaster 
 
DUKE OF EDINBURGH’S AWARD 

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award will continue again this year at The Pittwater House Schools through the guidance of Mr 
D Collins.  The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award (D of E) is about challenging the individual.  Each participant is required to set 
goals and then to achieve them.  There is no time limit and the participant only competes with themselves and within their 
own timeframes.  Perseverance and self-motivation are the keys to success. 
 

This year the Award will be operating at the Bronze, Silver and Gold levels with pupils already looking towards overseas adventures to 
far away lands.  Participants begin with the Bronze level (14 years) and then may progress to the other levels once the Bronze has 
been awarded.  However, pupils can start at a higher level provided they meet the minimum age requirements.  Those pupils who did 
not finish their particular Award last year should continue to work on it in 2009.  Any pupil interested in the D of E Award should contact 
Mr Collins (9972 5769 or in room M154) to get permission note and all relevant information as soon as possible.  There is a one off cost 
of $70 which covers D of E insurance (NSW Sport and Recreation) and minor expenses like postage of log books / certificates and the 
photocopying of relevant materials. 

Mr D Collins, Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Co-ordinator 
 
HOMEWORK TIMETABLES FORMS 7-10 
Timetables are available on the School’s website by clicking on Secondary School and then Curriculum. Mr M Orrock, Headmaster 
 

Sport 
 
TENNIS 
All tennis activities are back to normal.  There are some places available for pupils on the Monday afternoon group session and the 
Pee Wee Tennis Group Coaching.  If you are interested please call me on 0402 731 196. 
 
The Saturday Afternoon Round Robin will commence next week and is recommended for the less experienced players.  For more 
experienced players the Saturday Morning TNB Competition will start 14 February for the four Pittwater House teams! 

Mr L Hegyessy, Tennis Head Coach 

 

Cadets 
Cadets and parents are reminded that the Cadets Parade is every second Wednesday (odd weeks) during periods 7 and 
8.  Therefore, could all cadets please be changed and ready by the end of lunchtime on these days.  This Friday evening 
the Form 7 cadets will be conducting their introductory Cadet Bivouac on the School oval.  Cadets are reminded to 

carefully read the equipment list for this event.  The aim is for as many Form 7 Cadets to be equipped with their uniforms by the end of 
this event and for them to get an introduction to cadet training. 
 
All cadets are reminded to return all paperwork that was handed out on the first day.  All past cadets must return their old clothing (it 
does belong to the Commonwealth).  This must be done on cadet days during the lunchtime prior to training. 

CAPT (AAC) J. Walmsley, OC 
 



 
FROM THE SPORTS DESK IN SECONDARY SCHOOL 
 
School Swimming Carnival –  Congratulations to all the Grammar and College pupils who participated in the events this past 
Thursday at the School Swimming Pool.  The Swimming Carnival still has a few events to complete before we can announce the House 
Champions.  The remaining events will be completed on Tuesday of this week.  There were three records broken on the day, one for 
Grammar, Jackson Howell (G10) 16 Years 50m Breaststroke swimming 32.44 and for the College, Pascalle Casey (C9) 14 Years 50m 
Butterfly swimming 29.53 and in the 50m Freestyle 27.50.  Well done to you both on breaking some long standing records.  Thank you 
to all the parents for their support on the day and it looks like Pittwater House will have another strong swimming team for the carnivals 
that are on the horizon this year. 
 
Basketball –  Good luck to all those who are involved in the Term I and II competition which has started this week.  Game schedules 
will be given out during this first week of competition at the games.  You may also find the schedule on the MWBA website 
www.manlybasketball.com.au/  Parent Permission forms have been given out this week.  Please assist the Sports Department by 
returning this information as soon as possible.  Those who have never played basketball before will need to register.  Forms can be 
collected from the front desk at the courts.  Please fill one in and give to Mr Levy at School in the Sports Department.  Please note that 
singlets are lent to the pupils for the season and shorts are to be purchased at the School Shop.  Open Court, Mr Levy is offering 
training sessions to ALL pupils, whether you are involved in a basketball team or not on Monday at lunchtimes.  Pupils must be in their 
PE uniforms to participate.  Paul Lee (G12) is also offering Open Court on Friday at lunch for pupils to work on their skills.  
 
Congratulations –  Amity Delaney (C9) who had some outstanding results this past weekend at the Zone Little Athletics Carnival.  Her 
results were as follows: 800m - 1st in 2.25.8 (new PB), 1500m - 1st in 4.54.3, which was an 11 sec PB and Amity just missed the 
record of 4.54.2 which has stood since 1993 and 3000m - 1st in 11.30.  Well done Amity on such fantastic results.  
 
AICES Senior Tennis – Good luck to those six pupils who are competing at the AICES Senior Tennis Championships on Friday 13 
February at Cintra Park Concord.  We look forward to hearing about your progress in next week’s Housenews.  Please note that there 
is a 15years AICES trial in November. 
 
Peter Cullen Tennis –  Grammar pupils, from Forms 7–12, who are interested in competing on Tuesday afternoons at Long Reef 
Tennis Centre please see Mrs Di Liddell before the end of Thursday this week.  Many pupils have shown interest but very few have 
returned their Parent Permission Forms.  These forms are required to register teams.  
 
CDSSA Trials –  For those interested in trialing for the CDSSA Basketball or Touch Teams, trials will be held Wednesday 18 February 
at Moore Park.  Basketball will be held in the morning from 9:30/11:30 and Touch will be held in the afternoon 12:00/2:00.  Pupils must 
be of a high standard and be playing in a recognised competition to attend these trials.  Pupils must see Mr Levy by the end of the 
week to register their interest.  There are two age groups for sports, 15’s and Open’s.  Pupils will be expected to attend classes before 
or after these trials and staff will be providing transport.  
 
Parents if your son/daughter has excelled in a sport outside of the School realm please do not hesitate to contact the Sports 
Department on will.levy@tphs.nsw.edu.au to have their success printed in Housenews. 
 Mr W Levy, Manager of Sport 
 

PHPA 
 

THE PITTWATER HOUSE SOCIAL TENNIS CLUB 
Don't forget tennis this Friday (13 Feb).  8.30 - 9am warm up and tuition with Les Hegyessy - $5.  9am -10am Round 
Robin tennis. 
 

Come along - morning tea and balls are provided and children are welcome.  Special congratulations this week to Janie, Lorrae, Lorna 
and Dalva.  Any enquiries call - Sarah Smith 0401 847 857. Mrs S Smith 

 
CANTEEN DUTY 

Canteen Supervisor – 
Phone 9972 5718 after 8.00am 

Mon 16 Feb Amanda Phillips Pam Greening  

Tue 17 Feb Hilary Noel Lisa Huang Kerrie McAlpin 

Wed 18 Feb Dalva Cartwright Lorrae Alexis  

Thu 19 Feb Vickie Cardiff-Kinder Barbara Batton  

Fri 20 Feb Kate St Claire Sara Chapman  

 

CLOTHING POOL AND SECOND HAND 
BOOKS AT 1 PARKES ROAD. 
 

Access is via the gate at the top left hand corner 
of the car park. 
 

The Clothing and Book Pool is run by a volunteer parent and is open on 
Tuesdays 8am-9.15am and Thursdays 2pm-3.15pm. 
 

Please Note:  Only cash or cheques will be accepted.  Purchases cannot  
be charged to your School account. 
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