
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What’s On 
in Week 3 
    2009 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mon 9 Feb 

 
 

 

6:30pm-
8:00pm 

C8 to Abercrombie 
House 
 

Excn: C&G11 Biology 
(Long Reef) 
 

Discovery Concert – 
C&G9 (City Recital 
Hall, Angel Place, 
Sydney) 

Wed 11 Feb 
 

Excn: C&G 11 & 12 
D&T (BOS 
Powerhouse Seminar) 
 

Fri 13 Feb 
 
 
 
 
 
5:00pm- 
8:00am Sat 14 
 

6:00pm-
8:00pm 

C8 return from 
Abercrombie House 
 

Excn: C&G 11&12 DNT 
Design Tech Seminar 
(Powerhouse Museum) 
 

Cadets: Recruit 
Bivouac 
 

PHPA Cocktail Party 
(GtHall) 

Sat 14 Feb 

10:00am-
1:30pm 

 
Excn: C&G11-12 Music 
Electives to Meet the 
Music Seminar 
(Eugene Goosens 
Concert Hall, ABC 
Centre, Ultimo) 

TERM DATES 2009 

TERM I 
Opens 27 Jan 
Closes 9 Apr 

TERM II 
Opens 29 Apr 
Closes 3 Jul 

TERM III 
Opens 28 Jul 
Closes 24 Sep 

TERM IV 
Opens 20 Oct 
Closes 11 Dec 

No. 2009/03 4 February 2009 

Much work is being done to restore the books to the shelves this week and I thank the volunteer parents who have been assisting our 
Librarian, Mrs Sefton. I look forward to the Library and Media Centre Project Committee reconvening shortly to discuss the next phase 
of the Centre’s development and fit out. Mr R V H Morgan, Principal 
 

Principal’s Welcome Drinks 
 

We were delighted at the high attendance of Form 7 parents to hear about the ‘nuts and 
bolts’ of everyday life at Pittwater House.  I spoke about how the Key Learning Areas were 
arranged in Forms 7 to 12; Mr King spoke about academic matters such as homework 
timetables; Mrs Fortuin spoke about pastoral matters like the Credit and Debit system 
whilst Mr Page spoke about issues such as Extra Curricular Involvement, Leadership and 
the Buddy System. 
 
Parents then had an opportunity to meet Faculty co-ordinators and Form Tutors before we 
joined all new parents to the School for drinks with the Principal. 

Mr M Orrock, Headmaster, Grammar & College 

Form 7 Briefing 

New Library and Media Centre 

J1 enjoying the new 
Library and Media 
Centre with our 
Librarian Mrs Sefton 

The staff and I welcomed many of our new parents last Friday with a most pleasant 
‘summer party’ on the lawns near the School Oval.  My thanks to the Grammar and 
College Prefects who so ably assisted with the function.  We are fortunate to be in such a 
strong position with so many families interested in a Pittwater House education and the 
interest in enrolling in future years continues to be very strong despite the current 
economics.  We have welcomed families who are sending their young child to school for 
the first time and those who have come to us from both the public sector and from non-
government schools.  Thank you to everyone for the confidence you have shown in us 
and the support and encouragement you have given to me and my staff. 

Mr R V H Morgan, Principal 



 
PREFECTS’ INDUCTION 
I was delighted to conduct the induction of new prefects at the combined School Chapel Service on Monday morning in the Great Hall. 
Each of our pupil leaders read an affirmation to fulfil their duties and obligations to the best of their ability and to work conscientiously 
for the good of the School and members of the Pittwater House Family.  Please join me in wishing them well. 
 
NAVY, ARMY AND AIR FORCE CADETS AT PITTWATER HOUSE 
I have held a meeting this week about the future of cadets at Pittwater House.  I am delighted to report that during this Term T S 
Condamine Navy Cadet Unit will be moving to the Pittwater House campus, as foreshadowed in my 2008 Prizegiving speech. 
Condamine will be developing its infrastructure on our site to complement that which exists for the Pittwater House Army Cadet Unit 
and 305 Squadron Air Force Cadet Unit in and around the cottage at 54 South Creek Road. 
 
Shortly we should be seeing some promotion of the Navy Cadets in our local community. Once we have the three services operational 
here “our” Cadet Units can co-operate to provide rewarding opportunities for young people to participate in the full range of Australian 
Defence Force Cadets programmes. Mr R V H Morgan, Principal 
 
A REMINDER ABOUT CAR PARK SAFETY 
As we move into the second week of the year and as our many new families come to grips with the car park, I wanted to take this 
opportunity to provide all families with a reminder of the constant dangers that exist when young people are in close proximity to motor 
vehicles. 
 
All members of the School community are again asked to be constantly vigilant when in the car park.  As a minimum please consider 
the following safety requirements: 
 

1. Slow Down.  The speed limit in the car park is 10KMH.  This speed is equivalent to a “gentle stroll” walking pace which 
means that your vehicle should, in fact, simply crawl around the drive lanes. 

 
2. Remember the One-Way System .  The car park is designed to operate on a strict “clockwise” system.  Drivers should not, 

under any circumstances , drive against the arrows.  The car park may look empty and the car parking spot you want may 
well be “right there” but – please – follow the arrows and drive in accordance with the instructions.  Pedestrians (particularly 
children) in the car park are expecting traffic to flow in one direction and will be “biased” to look for danger in that way.  Driving 
contrary to the flow of traffic creates real risks to all concerned.  It follows, of course, that there is only one entry gate and one 
exit gate and they are not interchangeable.  Please, do not drive out the entry gate.   The potential for a serious accident is 
obvious. 

 
3. Do not Park in the Kiss-Drop-Go Zone – Even for “just  a minute”.  The drop-zone is a strict “no standing” zone.  It is 

designed to allow for maximum visibility for young children to be seen and to see.  Parking in the zone cannot be tolerated by 
the School.  Please do not stop for a chat in the Zone – traffic flow and visibility are keys to safety.  If you park in the zone and 
are asked to move on, please do not be offended – your children’s safety comes first.  We appreciate that you may need to 
get out of the driver’s seat to help unload bags and children etc.  Please do this expeditiously and efficiently.  Tying shoe 
laces, combing hair and tucking shirts are all activities best done before the journey begins, not while you are parked in the 
Kiss-Drop-Go Zone holding up traffic. 

 
4. Be Aware, Concentrate and be Patient .  Drivers are asked to be focussed on the job at hand when driving in the car park – 

and indeed within the vicinity of the School.  We are all aware of the frustrations attached to perceived delays in being able to 
find a parking spot, or indeed simply transit the car park at peak times.   This is simply a fact of life.  The best way to avoid the 
congestion is to vary your pick-up or drop off times slightly if at all possible. 

 
5. Watch for Little People .  Remember, the “blind-spot” on most vehicles means that a child under eight years of age will 

disappear from view as much as twenty or thirty feet in front of your vehicle – less when the vehicle is turning.   Maintaining a 
careful lookout is particularly important in the “drive through” line between the Kiss-Drop-Go lane and the first line of car 
parking.   All drivers should enter the car park assuming that a small child is about to dash-out from between the parked cars 
and into your line of advance.   Expect the unexpected.   

 
6. Hold your Child’s Hand .  All children walking through the car park to a parked vehicle need to be accompanied by an adult.  

Children under ten should hold the hand of an adult when transiting the car park.  Parents need to be constantly vigilant and 
be aware of the exact location of their children at all times in the car park.  Do not “follow” little children or have them walk 
close behind you through the car park.  Please – hold their hand. 

 
7. Senior Pupil Pick Up .  The Kiss-Drop-Go procedure exists for all pupils.  If you are collecting senior pupils please make use 

of the procedure that is in place.  That means driving up to the Kiss-Drop-Go Zone and collecting your child and moving off.  
Do not park and “wave your children over” through the car park if at all possible. 

 
Some observations from the first week of term .    

·  I have observed a worrying trend where some families are stopping and letting their children disembark in the drive-through 
lane (ie the inside lane to the Kiss-Drop-Go lane).  This is extraordinarily dangerous and cannot be tolerated.  Please – be 
patient, use the kiss-drop-go procedure or wait for a car parking space and park the vehicle.  

 
·  A number of drivers have also been observed using hand-held mobile phones while driving in the car park!  This is not only 

illegal but is compromising the safety of our children. 
 
The operations of our main car park at South Creek Road are under constant scrutiny by the School’s senior management team and 
every effort is being made to identify improvements to traffic safety.  Staff are on hand at “peak” periods for morning drop-off and 
afternoon pick-up to help ensure that traffic moves expeditiously and above all safely through the car park.  Your assistance with 
following the above procedures will make a significant contribution to minimising the risks that are ever-present and keep Pittwater 
House at the forefront of child safety. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation. Mr G Alderson, Business Manager 



 
BUS DRIVERS NEEDED 
Do you know any suitably qualified bus drivers who are interested in assisting with the School’s regular bus services?  We have 
vacancies for permanent part time and casual drivers.   The work can involve operating scheduled bus services on each morning and 
afternoon of the School term on a “split shift” or driving excursions throughout the year.  Candidates need to hold a NSW Drivers 
Licence with either an “LR” or (preferably) an “MR” endorsement.  If any School Family knows of drivers who may be interested in 
exploring the opportunities, please have them contact the Business Manager on 9972 5722 or via email at 
greg.alderson@tphs.nsw.edu.au 
 

Mr G Alderson, Business Manager 
SCHOOL SHOP 
The following new stock has arrived in the School Shop: summer pants, Grammar shorts, hair ties, blazers (other than size 16), track 
suits (other than size 16) and small hats.  Rash vest in sizes 6-15 will arrive in two weeks.  Appointments must be made as soon as 
possible for fittings for made to measure winter uniforms, as the cut off date is 20 February. Mrs T Spark, Manager 

 

Junior School News 
 
Week 2 is a very busy week in the Junior School.  On Monday we held the Prefects’ Induction Ceremony.  Congratulations to all Form 
6 pupils who have become our 2009 leaders.  The new leaders will travel to Blue Mountains Grammar for the HICES Leadership Day 
on Thursday. 
 
Parent Orientation evenings are being held this week.  Tuesday is the Forms 3-6 evening and on Wednesday the E-2 parent evening is 
being held.  On Wednesday and Friday we are holding our Swimming Carnivals.  The Forms 3-6 Swimming Carnival on Wednesday 
will only be postponed if there is torrential rain and lightning. 
 
A letter to parents from me was included with the first Housenews published this year.  In this letter I reminded parents about 
expectations for the Junior School.  Some girls have come back to School and have chosen to wear shoes that are not part of the 
School uniform.  These shoes which have a velcro strap are unacceptable and do not offer the correct amount of support needed for 
growing feet.  In the School Handbook the girls’ School shoes are listed as black leather lace up shoes (without decoration).  A 
reminder also that white ankle socks are to be worn.  These are not the type that disappear into their shoes but are able to be folded 
over. 
 
I look forward to catching up with many of you during this busy week. Mrs J Gonczi, Head of Junior School 
 

Secondary School News 
 
FORM 12 2008 
We are currently gathering information from pupils in Form 12 2008 on what tertiary courses they have chosen to take and would 
appreciate any information. 
 
HAIR AND UNIFORM 
A parade was held on Day 1 of the term to inspect hair and uniforms.  A few hair cuts were needed and there were some uniform 
corrections, but as whole, the year has started well in this regard. 
 
SUMMARY COMMENTS 
We look forward to strong House competition this Thursday at both the College and Grammar Swimming Carnivals. 

Mr M Orrock, Head Master 
MATHS SENIOR STUDY CENTRE 
There is free help available in the Library on Mondays and Thursdays from 3.20 to 4.20pm for pupils in Forms 7 to 12 who are having 
problems in class or have been absent and missed new work.  Please contact the Maths Department if you have any questions. 

Mrs D Liddell (Maths Coordinator) 
 
PDHPE 
Any pupils who have not ordered their HPD Workbooks should visit the Campion Education website (http://www.campion.com.au/) and 
go to the ‘Student Order’ menu and order their workbooks.  After the order is placed delivery should only take a few days.  As we are 
still in summer and the temperature is very warm, all pupils need to wear the appropriate sun protection to all their PE lessons.  We 
suggest all pupils wear sunscreen during our aquatic lessons which run through to the end of Week 5 in Term I and a final reminder 
that all pupils must wear their correct PE uniform to all lessons throughout the year.  Detentions will be issued to any pupil who does 
not have their correct uniform or a suitable note explaining why this has not occurred. Mr R Upton 
 

Sport 
 
TENNIS 
 
MUMS’ SOCIAL TENNIS 
The Pittwater House Social Tennis Club will be starting again for 2009 on Friday 6 February on the School Courts.  This term there will 
be a 8.30 - 9am coaching session with Les Hegyessy for those who need a bit of instruction or a warm up.  The Round Robin will 
commence at 9am.  Children are welcome.  Tea, coffee and balls are provided.  A minimum charge will apply.  Please call for details or 
just turn up on the Friday.  If you can't make every week, just come when you can.  For more information please call Sarah Smith on 
0401 847 857. Mrs S Smith 



 
JUNIOR SCHOOL SPORT 
 
SWIMMING CARNIVALS 
This week our Swimming Carnivals will be held in the School Pool.  On Wednesday from 9.00am-2.40 pm we will be holding our Form 
3 to Form 6 Combined Carnival.  All Form 3-6 pupils will swim in at least 3 events and must remain at the Carnival until the last event 
has been completed.  On Friday, our Kindergarten to Form 2 Carnival will be held also at the School Pool.  It will run from 9.00am-1.30 
pm.  At this Carnival there are races that cater for all levels of swimming, from the 8 metres Freestyle for the inexperienced swimmers 
to the 50 metres events for the more experienced swimmers.  If a pupil is only swimming in the 8 metres event they will be allowed to 
leave, once they have finished their race.  Good luck to all competitors. Mr P Browning, Junior School Sportsmaster 
 
FROM THE SPORTS DESK IN SECONDARY SCHOOL 
 
Sports Dates –  The Sports Dates are now loaded on the School’s website by clicking on ‘Secondary’ and then ‘Extra Curricular’.  They 
are at the bottom of the page.  This page also lists the afternoons/nights that competitions are held.  Please note that due to 
Associations and venue changes this may change as the year progresses. 
 
CIS SPORTS SECONDARY SPORTS IN TERM I 2009 – Deadlines for some of these nominations are very soon.  Pupils who are 
interested in the following sports should see Mr Levy in the Sports Department for more information.  AFL, Diving, Hockey Boys – U16, 
Hockey Girls – U16, Rowing, Sailing, Swimming Additional Events, Tennis Boys, Tennis Girls, Triathlon, Volleyball Open.  The 
corresponding dates are listed in the Sports Dates.  
 
Basketball –  The Term I and II competition will be starting on Monday 9 February.  Game schedules will be given out during that first 
week of competition.  Parent Permission forms with all the necessary details will be given out this week to all those in teams.  Thank 
you to pupils who have trialled for teams.  For those pupils who did not make a team but are interested in sharpening their skills, Mr 
Levy is offering a skills session during Monday lunchtimes.  The sessions will be run throughout the entire year.  Pupils must wear 
TPHS PE uniforms. 
 
Swimming – We have our School Carnival coming up on Thursday 5 February.  The Grammar will be swimming in the morning and 
the College in the afternoon.  The School Swimming Calendar will be handed out to those who make the representative team.  The 
coming events are: the Redlands Carnival on Saturday 21 February (6:00 – 9:30pm) at Homebush and the TPHS Swimming Invitation 
on Friday 27 February (4:00 – 7:30pm). 
 
College and Grammar Swimming – On Tuesday 10 February College and Grammar pupils who have nominated to participate in the 
100m Freestyle, 200 Freestyle and 200IM will need to be at the pool at the end of lunchtime.  Please note that officials cannot be 
responsible for anybody missing an event.  
 
AICES Senior Tennis – The AICES Senior Tennis Championships will be held on Friday 13 February at Cintra Park, Concord. 
Nominations close this Thursday and pupils are to see Mr Levy if they are interested.  Please note that this is a senior trial for inclusion 
in the AICES Team to play at the CIS Championships.  There is a 15 years trial in November. 
 
Rugby Union Referee Courses – Please see Mr Levy for course dates.  Pupils who have their qualifications will be paid for refereeing 
games that are held during Terms II and III. Mr W Levy, Manager of Sport 
 

PHPA 
 

FRIDAY 13th COCKTAILS 
Flyers went out this week inviting parents, friends and staff to attend this year’s Cocktail Party in the Great Hall from 
6-8pm on Friday 13 February.  Tickets are $25 inclusive of drinks and cocktail food.  This is a wonderful opportunity 
to meet your child's teacher and other parents in a relaxed and friendly environment.  For catering purposes please 
return your acceptance with payment by Wednesday 11 February. Mr T Alexis, President PHPA 

 
CANTEEN 
All profits from the Canteen are managed by the Parents Association and used to provide extra resources for your children.  Your help 
as a volunteer is greatly appreciated.  Contact Vanessa Smith on vanessa@bousbeauty.com.au.  Parents are reminded to keep their 
child's ‘My Student Account’ in credit.  Fees apply for extended credit. Mrs V Smith 
 

CANTEEN DUTY 
Canteen Supervisor – 

Phone 9972 5718 after 8.00am 
Mon 9 Feb Katherine Dowd Cheryl Prenter  

Tue 10 Feb Sara Chapman Linda Curl Amanda Phillips 

Wed 11 Feb Angela Burke Susanna Westling  

Thu 12 Feb Shirley Mitchel Lucy Dennison Susanne Molen-
Grigull 

Fri 13 Feb Vickie Cardiff-Kinder Barbara Batton Leah Reid 

 
 

CLOTHING POOL AND SECOND HAND 
BOOKS AT 1 PARKES ROAD. 
 

Access is via the gate at the top left hand corner 
of the car park. 
 

The Clothing and Book Pool is run by a volunteer parent and is open on 
Tuesdays 8am-9.15am and Thursdays 2pm-3.15pm. 
 

Please Note:  Only cash or cheques will be accepted.  Purchases cannot  
be charged to your School account. 


