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What’s On 
in Week 7 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mon 31 May 
 
 

6:00pm-
7:30pm 

C10 to Abercrombie 
House 
 

P&J Music Festival 
(Part 2) (GtHall) 

Wed 2 Jun 

8:00am-
3:00pm 
 
6:00pm-
7:00pm 

 

Instrumental 
Performance (GtHall) 
 

Thai Visit Orientation 
(MG23) 

Thu 3 Jun 

 
 

9:00am-
12:00pm 
 

3:30pm-
8:30pm 

Excn: Form 11 Physics 
Sydney Observatory 
 

Excn: P&J3 
Community Walk 
 

C&G 8&9 Parent – 
Teacher Evening 
(GtHall) 

Fri 4 Jun 

 

C10 return from 
Abercrombie House 

Sat 5 Jun Woodward Academy 
Arrives in Sydney 

TERM DATES 2010 

TERM II 
Opens 20 Apr 

Closes 25 Jun 

TERM III 
Opens 20 Jul 

Closes 17 Sep 

TERM IV 
Opens 12 Oct 

Closes 10 Dec 

No. 2010/17 26 May 2010 

As always, this has been a busy term for the Creative Arts 
and Design faculty.  This article will focus on Drama.  Pupils 
from Forms 11 and 12 will soon be attending a Sydney 
Theatre Company workshop on “Tragedy” as preparation for 
their HSC.  Laura Kenny (C11) should be commended for 
being accepted into the Rough Hewn Theatre Group, based 
in Manly.  Form 12’s have just started working on their group 
performance which will be assessed in August by the external 
HSC examiners. They are also putting the finishing touches 
on their Individual Projects in the areas of playwriting, 
costume design and scriptwriting. 
 

Form 11 has just completed their examinations and earlier in 
the year completed some very impressive play building 
projects.  

 

Form 10’s have been completing performances from ‘Pygmalion’ and designing sets and 
costumes to accompany this production, some of which were excellent.  Form 9’s are 
currently polishing their improvisation skills and have some very creative ideas.  Whilst 
there have been many exams which have kept elective classes busy, there has also been 
the start of the Forms 7 and 8 Drama Club which runs before school on Thursdays. 
 

There will be an opportunity to see some of the Junior School Drama in the Junior 
Creative Arts Night towards the end of this term. 

J R Abraham, Co-ordinator Creative Arts and Design 
 

 

J Garrad and M J Ward, Junior School 
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General News 
 
PARKING AND NEIGHBOURS 
The School has an obligation to maintain our locality for the quiet enjoyment of our neighbours.  In recent weeks there have been 
complaints about the thoughtless way some drivers have parked in Westmoreland Ave.  On Monday a car (BDS-15T) was parked very 
close and overhanging into a neighbour’s driveway which fundamentally caused the blockage of that driveway.  All people using 
Westmoreland Ave as a car park should be aware that Warringah Council Rangers will be up there in a jiffy if they get just one call from 
a local resident and they will have their tape measures out and I dare say many of the cars will be given a ticket.  It is worth reminding 
you that under the road rules there should be no-one parked in the area of the ‘double lines’ because Westmoreland Ave is not wide 
enough.  Pupils and staff can have places allocated in the Army Depot to allow for more room on the street for parents and visitors. 
Visitors can make use of the many spaces in the South Creek Rd Car Park after 9am. 
 
CAR PARK 
This week I have been meeting with the Network Parents so we can discuss a range of issues that are important for the progress of all 
pupils in the School. One of the issues that affects everyone relates to the operation of the kiss-drop-go zone and the particular 
concern is that too much “chat” occurs which holds up the regular flow of cars in the K-D-Z lane.  Staff have been asked to give more 
forceful directions to drivers to ‘move on’ as quickly as possible so that we can maintain a continuous flow of cars through this lane. 
Also drivers are not to stop in the “car park lane” but to continue round the loop into the parking area.  Please also observe the loop 
system and do not dart into a parking space from the entry gate, contrary to the one-way flow. 
 
ABERCROMBIE CHRISTMAS IN JULY 
The Pittwater House Foundation and the Parents Association are holding a very special event at Abercrombie House in Bathurst for 
“Christmas in July” on Saturday 31 July.  This is the coldest time of the year in Bathurst so frost and possibly snow can be expected. 
Places are strictly limited and you are asked to contact the organiser Mr Charles Wynne if you would like to attend.  There is a flyer at 
the end of this Housenews. 
 
FAMILY CONTACT INFORMATION 
Any School Families who may have changed any of their contact details recently should contact the School reception by phone on 
9981 4400 or email school.admin@tphs.nsw.edu.au so that our records can be up-dated.  It is critically important that the School is 
kept informed of changes to mobile numbers and email addresses these days as well as the more obvious home and postal addresses 
of families.  This is particularly important if a family split occurs so that we can continue to exercise our duty of care properly and be 
able to make contact with all family members or carers with responsibility for an individual pupil. 
 
VISIT TO THAILAND ORIENTATION 
The political situation in Thailand has calmed down considerably.  We are therefore leaving the option of a visit there in January 2011 
open. The orientation night on Wednesday June 2 in MG23 (music room) from 6:00 – 7:00 pm will go ahead as planned.  All interested 
families are most welcome. 
 
PREPARE YOUR CHILD FOR THE NEXT BIG STEP 
Whether your child is starting ‘big school’ or high school, you can help them make the transition with confidence through an invaluable 
seminar presented by NSW Health on campus at Pittwater House. 
 
These FREE seminars are open to all parents and carers in the local community and will help you and your child prepare for the next 
big step.  Please see the advertisement at the end of this issue of Housenews. 
 
DRAGONG’S TEETH – COMING TO 40KMH SCHOOL ZONES 
The NSW Roads and Traffic Authority will be painting triangular road markings or ‘Dragon’s Teeth’ at the start of each school zone 
around the School in the next few weeks.  Every effort will be made to minimise disruptions to daily routine, however, there may be 
some inconvenience.  Please see information sheet attached at the end of this issue of Housenews. R V H Morgan, Principal 

 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEM ISSUES 
As many of you will know, the School has implemented a new whole of school administration system.  As is often the case with these 
projects, the implementation has not gone as smoothly as we would like.  Many of the functions, particularly in the billing area, have not 
worked as we had specified.  We are working with the vendors to address these issues and we hope that it will all be smooth sailing 
shortly.  I would like to thank you all for your patience during this time. 
 
As always our accounts staff are happy to help with any questions you may have.  Sue Barnett looks after our family accounts and can 
be contacted on 9972 5792 or sue.barnett@tphs.nsw.edu.au.  You are also invited to contact Lynn Phelan, our Financial Controller, on 
9972 5748 or lynn.phelan@tphs.nsw.edu.au. G J Alderson, Business Manager 
 
FROM THE CURRICULUM OFFICE 
Whilst we celebrate the academic achievements of our pupils in NAPLAN and our own examinations it is worthwhile to remember the 
tremendous strides that Pittwater House pupils are taking in the field of educational technology.  Your sons and daughters will live and 
work in a quite different world, and while staying true to the attainment of academic qualifications, Pittwater House will also prepare 
your son or daughter to function in that technically rich environment.  Some of our youngest pupils are as familiar with iPods and 
computers as their parents, or even more so!!  Our Form 10’s carry with them mobile computers that enable them to access the Web 
from anywhere on the campus.  All of these will enable our pupils to function at the highest levels academically and in the work force in 
the future.  They will be comfortable in a world that we can only now dream of. B M King, Director of Studies 
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JUNIOR SCHOOL MUSIC FESTIVAL 
We would like to extend an invitation to all music enthusiasts and supporters to attend one of our two nights of pupil performances to be 
held on Friday 28 and Monday 31 May in the Great Hall, from 6pm.  This involves pupils from K-6 who are currently learning an 
instrument either through our School Music Tutor programme, or privately outside of School.  There will be a range of experience 
levels, from beginners to more advanced, with some small ensembles as well as solo performances.  The entrance fee is a gold coin 
donation to the Prefect’s Charity “Heart Kids”.  For many of the budding musicians these evenings will be their first ever public 
performance, and we hope they have a supportive and appreciative audience. J C Rubie, Creative Arts & Design 
 
PDHPE FACULTY 
The PDHPE faculty has removed Mid Year and Yearly Examinations from our Forms 7-10 programs to make this subject more 
practically based.  Across these Forms, pupils will complete five assessment tasks throughout the year. These are a 
Swimming/Athletics task (pupils will be given the best mark from these two tasks) – worth 30%, two Health assignments – both worth 
20% each, and a Ball sports task worth 30%. 
 
Half way through Term II, we are in the middle of completing our Athletics assessments on the School oval. In this task, pupils are 
required to choose a running, jumping and throwing event and participate in a timed/measured event.  The Faculty have created a 
marking criterion for all ages based around results from our School athletics carnivals over the past few years.  A mark will be awarded 
for each event and the average of these 3 results will provide pupils with their athletics assessment result. 
 
In the Junior School, we are continuing to run Athletics in our PE lessons (where the pupils learn basic skills for all athletic events), and 
we are doing a Health lesson once each fortnight. 
 
Our Form 11 pupils are in the middle of their Mid Year Examinations and Form 12 are still working towards their HSC.  All of the 
PDHPE teachers will be happy to help you with any questions you may have. 
 
PDHPE Staff: Mr Mark Page, Mrs Melissa Sare, Miss Stacey Birch, Mr Peter Browning and Mr Richard Upton. R J Upton, PDHPE 
 
MATHS STUDY CENTRE 
Please Note:  The Maths Study Centre will not run on Thursday 4 June, due to parent/teacher interviews. M R Stockburger, Maths 
 
SCHOOL SHOP 
Junior Boys Blue Long Sleeve Winter Shirts are HALF PRICE until stock lasts. T C Spark, Manager 
 

Junior School News 
 
I would like to congratulate the Junior School HICES Cross Country team for their fine effort at All Saint’s College Bathurst last 
Thursday.  The team was placed 2nd in First Division Percentage Shield.  Emma-Jane Mackinnon-Lee (J6), Tyra Hugill (J5) and Nathan 
Rolls (P4) all placed in the first five in their age division and will go on to represent HICES at the CIS Cross Country. 
 
This week all pupils from Kindergarten to Form 6 will take part in a performance about resilience called “Excuse Me I was Here First”. 
 
It was great to meet up with the network parents this week.  This is a fabulous way to keep the lines of communication open. 
 
The Northern Beaches Eisteddfod – Choir section will be held on Thursday and I wish the choristers the best of luck.  As we are 
phasing in our new 2011 uniform and not all the boys have the new striped shirt, I would ask that the previous blue school shirt be worn 
on this one occasion if your son still has one.  The girls are expected to wear their stockings.  Blazers will be required and shoes will 
need to be polished. 
 
I was reminded on the weekend at a course I attended on Cyber Bullying, that it is illegal  for children under the age of 13 to have a 
Face Book account or use someone else’s.  For your child’s safety please adhere to this law. R M Achurch Head of Junior School 
 
CONGRATULATIONS - to Emily Zhou (J2) who has achieved some fantastic results in the pianoforte section of the Northern Beaches 
Eisteddfod last weekend.  She was awarded a Highly Commended for the 8yrs ‘Restricted Section’, a Second Place for her 
performance in the 8yrs ‘Baroque Section’, and an Equal First Place in the 8yrs and under ‘20th and 21st Centuries Section’.  This is a 
fantastic result for such a young performer, and it is a great recognition of her application and ability.  Well done Emily! 

J C Rubie, Creative Arts and Design 
 

 
ECC-FORM 4 HOLIDAY FUNSHOP ACTIVITY CAMP 
Funshop will be running from Monday 28 June – Friday 2 July 2010 starting at 8:30am – 5:00pm.  The booking forms have come 
home in diaries this week.  If you would like your child to attend, these need to be returned to Mr M Roberts or Mrs A Murray in the 
ECC by Wednesday 23 June. A Murray, ECC Coordinator 
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Secondary School News 
 
HSC – SUPPORTING YOUR ADOLESCENT FOR FORMS 10 TO 12 
The Higher School Certificate is probably one of the most stressful events a young person will face in their life to date. How they 
survive this stage in their education depends in part on themselves and their level of emotional maturity and on the support they receive 
from their parents, teachers and friends. 
 
As part of the House Study Skills program, we are holding an evening for parents with children in Forms 10, 11 and 12.  The aim of 
the evening is for parents to share ideas, anecdotes and questions in relation to the senior years of schooling. Two parents from 
Pittwater House, will open the night discussing their experiences as parents of current and former HSC pupils. 
 
Our keynote presenter is Miriam Holder, an experienced psychologist with Relationships Australia.  She has extensive experience with 
adolescent behaviour and family relationships.  She will talk about strategies that you as parents can implement to help reduce stress 
and anxiety throughout the HSC year and assist your child in reaching their personal best.  She will focus on the physiological 
development of adolescence and give insight into adolescent behaviour and strategies that can be adopted that achieve positive 
relationships both at home and at School. 
 
We are very excited to hold this event and hope you will be able to join us.  Please refer to the invitation below which was sent home 
with pupils of Forms 10, 11 and 12. 
 
HSC – Supporting Your Adolescent 
Parent Forum Agenda 

6.30 pm – Drinks and Nibblies on arrival 
7.00 pm – Welcome address from Mr Mark Page  
7.10 pm – Update on Study Skills Program for Forms 10, 11 and 12 - Ms Abby Jeffery 
7.20 pm – Address from Parents of HSC pupils past and present – Mr Steve Coleman and Mrs Kathy Waters 
7.40 pm – Keynote Speaker from Relationships Australia – Ms Miriam Holder  
8.20 pm – Open Forum for audience to ask questions.  
8.30 pm – MyHouse Parent on-line Forum 
8.35 pm – Vote of Thanks - Mr Richard Morgan 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For further information please contact: Ms Abby Jeffery abby.jeffery@tphs.nsw.edu.au or Mr Mark Page mark.page@tphs.nsw.edu.au. 

A Jeffery, Humanities and M A Page, Head of Grammar 
 

CREATIVE DRAMA CLUB FOR FORMS 7 AND 8 
This activity has now commenced in NG1 on Thursday mornings form 8am until 8.30.  Well done to all participants who made such a 
good start this week.  There are three vacancies if any other pupils in Forms 7 or 8 wish to join.  Please see Mrs MacDonald for an 
application form. 
 
Note:  There will be NO Drama Club this Thursday 27 May as Mrs MacDonald is departing early on an excursion. 

A MacDonald, Languages 
 

Sport 
 
PISA FORMS 3-6 
Junior Girls Netball v St Lukes.   Lost 2 - 22.  St Lukes were a very good team who were much taller than us and seemed to have 
more experience in playing netball.  We played very well as a team but unfortunately the score does not reflect how well we played. 
 This weeks “Player of the Match” was Sriya Konduru (J4). Sriya made many intercepts in the goal circle. This week’s “Encouragement 
Award” goes to Tru Starling (J4). K E Osbourne, Manager 

 
Senior Girls Netball v Northern Beaches Christian Sch ool.   Won 24 - 10. It was a closely matched game in terms of skill.  
Throughout the game we concentrated on marking our players and passing strong accurate passes.  We were very happy that Mrs 
Page and baby Jordan came to cheer for us.  Nisha Hunter was named the Player of the Match.  Thank you Miss Bennett for coaching 
and parents for coming and supporting us at the game. Courtney Halford (J6) 
 
BASKETBALL 
Pittwater 1 v St Lukes.   Lost 6 - 32.  Coming off the first win of the season last week Pittwater went down to an aggressive St Lukes.  
New recruit Sam Melrose had a good game. B M King, Manager 
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C7's v Stella Maris.  Lost 10-24.  On Monday the 16 May the team played Stella Maris in a very exciting game.  We could only field 
four members on the court, however they displayed a good game of defence, keeping the score down. Great shooting from Helena and 
Charlotte saw the team score 10 goals.  I expect the whole team to be available for the next game. J A King, Manager 
 
G9’s v North Balgowlah Pride.  Won 60-28.  Last Thursday the G9 team faced off against North Balgowlah Pride. The score in this 
game does not reflect the fact that the opposition played fast-paced, exciting basketball.  Our boys were able to go into half-time with a 
comfortable first half lead. The opposition shot quite a few baskets in the dying minutes of the game but it proved to little too late. 
Jackson Wright had a great game as did Nicholas Capeleris (despite being injured).  Another good win boys! K J Upton, Manager 
 
RUGBY UNION 
AICES Rugby Union  – Has been postponed until Tuesday 1 June. 
 
TENNIS 
Les Hegyessy Saturday Competition  
We are half way through the competition and there are 4 teams on top of their Grade.  Congratulations to Ricky Jury (G12) (Premier 
League), Jesse Wright (G9) (Grade 1), Ben and Ryan Blackshaw (G8), Gabriel Christensen (G9), Anthony Tregunna (G8), John 
Tregunna (P6) and Courtney Halford (J6) for their victories last weekend.  Keep up the good work! S S Jones, Manager of Sport 
 
WATER POLO 
U15 College v Brigidine B.   Won 7-5.  Brigidine fielded a very strong team, who gave us a tightly fought game.  The players really 
came through in terms of maintaining tight defence when the opposition had control of the ball. It was nerve wracking to see the 
number of attempts that came so close to the goal area, but rewarding to see our defensive players wrest control of the ball back again. 
We need to remember how to take a foul and also ensure the accuracy of our passes if we wish to do better. J O’Sullivan, Manager 
 
U15 Boys TPHS ‘A’ v TPHS ‘B’.  On Monday night, our ‘A’ and ‘B’ teams played a very tight game against each other.  The ‘A’ team 
managed to prevail 2-1 in a tiring and physical game.  Matt Giles had an impressive debut as goalkeeper and Tom Robb, Jackson 
Wright and Ben Gillard all demonstrated outstanding defensive skills. Well done to both teams for entertaining the parents with an 
evenly balanced, absorbing game of water polo. 
 
Games for Monday 31 May are:  TPHS ‘A’ v Marist ‘A’ at 7:15pm.  TPHS ‘B’ v Marist ‘B’ at 8:01pm. 
 
Training is on Thursday morning at 7.00am in the School pool.  Please be prompt. M A Page. Coach 
 
 

PHPA (Parents’ Association) 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

The Pittwater House Foundation 
and 

The Pittwater House Parents Association 
proudly present the: 

 

Christmas in July Banquet 
 

Saturday 31st July 2010 
at 

Abercrombie House, 
Bathurst 

 

Fundraising includes silent and live Auctions 
 

Numbers are limited 
 

For more information please contact Charles Wynne 
on 02 99487000 or 

email: charles.wynne@bigpond.com 
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CANTEEN DUTY 
Canteen Supervisor – 

Phone 9972 5718 after 8.00am 

Mon 31 May Jane MacKinnon Help Needed  

Tue 1 Jun Carina Percy Teresa Easter  

Wed 2 Jun Silvia Herbert Help Needed  

Thu 3 Jun Shirley Mitchell Susanne Molen  

Fri 4 Jun Dalva Cartwright Sarah Genev  

 

CLOTHING POOL AND SECOND HAND 
BOOKS 
 

Located next to the School Uniform shop. 
 

The Clothing and Book Pool is run by a volunteer parent and is open on 
Tuesdays 8:00-9:15am and Thursdays 2:00-3.15pm. 
 

Please Note:  Only cash or cheques will be accepted.  Purchases cannot  
be charged to your School account.  CUSTOMERS MUST CHOOSE 
CAREFULLY AS THE PHPA HAS A NO REFUND POLICY 
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