
 

ANZAC Community Events 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What’s On 
in Week 2 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mon 26 Apr 

 
ANZAC Day public 
Holiday 
 

Thai Visit – programme 
at school until 2.00pm, 
leave for Abercrombie 
House 

Wed 28 Apr 

2:00pm 

 
 

 

 

Pitt Stop Canteen 
Committee Meeting 
(outside Canteen) 
 

Excn: C&G 10 Geog 
(Long Reef to Nth Curl 
Curl) 

Thu 29 Apr 

 
6:00pm-
9:00pm 

Thai Visit leave 
Abercrombie at 9:00am 

Rwanda Excursion 
Promotion Evening 
(GtHall) 

Fri 30 Apr 
8:30am-
10:30am 

 

Careers Testing 
 

TERM DATES 2010 

TERM II 
Opens 20 Apr 

Closes 25 Jun 

TERM III 
Opens 20 Jul 

Closes 17 Sep 

TERM IV 
Opens 12 Oct 

Closes 10 Dec 

No. 2010/12 21 April 2010 

The Pittwater House ANZAC Service was held on the final day of Term I in the Great 
Hall.  I particularly want to thank those cadets who provided the Catafalque Party who, 
with very limited time, mastered the rifle drill with ‘old fashioned’ 303s instead of the 
usual Steyr rifles normally used on parade by cadets. Their skill, along with that of our tri-
service colour party was given very favourable comments by the many veterans and 
service representatives who joined us on the day. Our band and choir with the grand 
organ provided stirring music and the Founder, as usual, gave the ANZAC Address. We 
were fortunate to host a number of local politicians as well as the many veterans present. 
Warringah Council was represented by Mayor Michael Regan and Pittwater Council by 
Mayor Harvey Rose, with Manly council being represented by Deputy Mayor David 
Murphy. The Hon Bronwyn Bishop, MP, Member for Mackellar and Mr Brad Hazzard, 
MP, Member for Wakehurst represented the Australian and NSW Parliaments 
respectively.  
 
Community ANZAC support continues this week with our cadets attending the War Vets 
march and service on Wednesday, Glenaeon Retirement Village on Friday and on 
ANZAC Day at Brookvale Bus Depot, the City and Collaroy services.  

R V H Morgan, Principal 
 

Thai Welcome “Sawadee” 
 
Winitsuksa School in Lopburi in Central Thailand has sent a group of 15 students to visit us this week. Pittwater House and 
Winitsuksa are ‘sister schools’ and this allows cultural and academic exchange to occur between our two schools on an annual 
basis. At the Opening of Term Assembly we were treated to some beautiful Thai dancing and a slide show presentation and we 
entertained them with some rousing music from our amazing Big Band. I thank Mr Coyle and Miss Birch for co-ordinating this 
exchange and those parents and pupils whose families are providing homestays for our visitors this week and next. It is extremely 
valuable for the Thais to experience home and school life in a Western society and I am sure much will be learnt from each other 
during their stay. R V H Morgan, Principal 
 

General News 
 
ACADEMIC AND PASTORAL CHANGES  
New timetables for staff and pupils began this week and run on a fortnightly cycle. This is providing quite a few benefits including far 
less before and after school lessons and only one lunchtime lesson. Most teachers remain on Term I classes but there has been 
considerable re-organisation of the times, places and days of lessons throughout the School. Some pupils will find they have 
different schedules week A and week B and we are still ‘ironing-out the wrinkles’. For ease the fortnightly timetable runs Monday to 
Friday so that Day 1 and Day 6 are always a Monday, Day 2 and Day 7 are always on a Tuesday, etc. 
 
Term II begins with a significant change for pupils, parents and teachers as Mr Orrock embarks on his well earned long service 
leave. I shall be assuming nearly all of his responsibilities as a result. Also, for the girls of Forms 5-12, Mrs Fortuin is taking long 
service leave. I will be assisting in dealing with College-specific matters with each of the College Form Tutors.  Parents and pupils 
should note that it is their Form Tutor who is the first point of contact for all pastoral matters.  Mr Page, Mrs Achurch and I will be 
responsible for the oversight of all pupil pastoral matters this Term.  
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MRS CLAUDIA DONLAN 
The wider School Family may not have learnt of the very sad news of the death of a parent last week. Mrs Claudia Donlan whose 
children are in C7 and P5 died suddenly on Thursday and we all join in expressing our sympathy with her husband John and her 
children Holly and Sam who have been at Pittwater House since 2008. We are supporting the funeral service with a number of staff and 
pupils on Friday. The service will be at St Luke’s Anglican Church Mosman at 10.30 am.  
 
Any pupils wanting to attend will need the usual written parental permission to be away from School and if necessary the School can 
provide transport for a small number of pupils on the day. Please contact Ms Rubie, Mrs Lewis or Mr Wren and indicate arrangements.  
 
 
EVENTS OF NOTE 
Cadet Camp was a highlight during the April Recess and I congratulate the effort of volunteer officers and the senior cadets who 
organised and ran a packed programme of adventurous activities.  
 
Best wishes to our Swimming Team for their participation in the Senor AICES Carnival at Homebush on Thursday. 
 
Junior School parents have details in the Junior School News section of this Housenews about the Cross Country run scheduled at 
School on Friday in lieu of PISA sport. 
 
Table bookings for the 2010 Pittwater House Debutantes’ Ball close this week. This is a very special treat for senior pupils of the 
School and I encourage family and friends to join us for a glittering social event on Saturday 8 May at the Miramare Gardens.  Please 
fill in the attached flyer at the back of this Housenews and return no later than Monday 26 April. 
 
 
SPORTS STADIUM PROJECT 
Our Australian Government BER funded project is close to works commencement. Many hours have been devoted to planning and 
engineering documentation for Council or State Government approval which are nearly finalised and tenders are at the short-list stage. 
In a few weeks we will be gathering as a whole School to turn the first sod in the space behind West and South Wings. Once works 
start we will have to cope with noise and the usual distractions of a busy building site. 
 
 
WARRINGAH COUNCIL 

Talk of the Town 2010 
Warringah Council is organising a Talk of the Town 2010 Community Summit on Warringah’s Housing Future.   
 
They are looking for 500 Warringah residents and/or property owners to come together to develop preferred directions 
for Warringah’s future housing needs as Warringah will need to accommodate more than 10,000 new dwellings by 

2031 to meet State targets.  (Based on the State Government’s Metropolitan Strategy). 
 
The summit will be on Sunday 23 May between 11.30am and 3.30pm at the Dee Why RSL.  (If you require transport, childcare and 
other special needs they will be catered for and refreshments will be provided). 
 
To register and access further information for the event please go to www.warringah.nsw.gov.au or by telephone on 9942 2660.  
Registrations close on 23 April. 
 
Separate to the Talk of the Town 2010 Community Summit, Warringah Council is also planning other opportunities for everyone to be 
involved, including an Online Discussion Forum where you can gain more information and add comments.  You can access this forum 
via the Council website or directly at www.yoursaywarringah.com.au. 
 
Teen Triple P Seminar Series 
Courses are being held on 16, 23, 30 June between 7.00 and 9.00pm on the following topics:  Raising Responsible Teenagers, Raising 
Competent Teenagers, Getting Teenagers Connected.  To book please call 9942 2681 or email leaving a contact phone number at 
youthbookings@warringah.nsw.gov.au. 
 
Speaker’s Night 
This is an opportunity for parents of teenagers to get some answers to common questions on drug and alcohol education.  The 
Speaker’s Night will be held on Wednesday 29 June between 7.00 and 9.00pm at the Dee Why RSL.  To book please call 9942 2681 
or email leaving a contact phone number at youthbookings@warringah.nsw.gov.au. 
 
 
PARENTING PROGRAMS 
Northern Sydney Central Coast Area Health Service is again offering a number of parenting courses during Term II 2010.  The 
following courses are being held in various suburbs in the northern area:  Triple P (Positive Parenting Program), Communicating with 
Kids and Communicating with Teens.  Workshops are also being held – Dealing with Teen’s Back Chat, Understanding your Toddler 
and Discipline, Bully Busting, Transition to School and Transition to High School.  A new seminar series Triple P for 1-12 years and 
Teens is also available.  Please phone on 9887 5830 for a brochure or information about the courses, workshops and seminars. 
 R V H Morgan, Principal 
 



���������	��
���
�������������
������� ����������� �
  
 
PARENT / TEACHER INTERVIEWS AND BRIEFING NIGHTS FOR COLLEGE A ND GRAMMAR 
 

 Week Date Time Event 

 
3 

Wed 5 May 3.30pm – 7.30pm Form 12  
Parent / Teacher Evening 

 
7 

Thu 3  June 3.30pm – 8.30 pm Forms 8 and 9 
Parent / Teacher Evening 

 
9 

Tue 15 Jun 
 

3.30pm – 7.30pm Forms 7 and 11  
Parent / Teacher Evening 

Term II 

 
10 

 

Tue 22 Jun 
 

3.30pm – 8.30 pm Form 10  
Parent / Teacher Evening, HSC Briefing and HSC Subject Selection Night 
 

 
3 

Tue 3 Aug 3.30pm – 7.30pm Forms 5 and 6  
Parent - Teacher Evening 
 Term III 

 
6 

Thu 26 Aug 6.30pm – 8.30pm Forms 11 and 12  
Tertiary Studies Briefing 

 
Please Note:  All events will take place in the Grea t Hall unless otherwise indicated. 
 
Outside of the formal parent/teacher nights, parents are welcome to make additional appointments at your convenience to see or talk to 
individual teachers as the year progresses. B M King, Director of Studies 
 
NAPLAN – IMPORTANT INFORMATION  
As most families will be aware, the NAPLAN testing is taking place from 11-13 May (Week 4 of Term) for Forms 3, 5, 7 and 9.  A catch 
up day is allocated for 14 May. 
 

Tuesday 11 May Wednesday 12 May Thursday 13 May 
Language Conventions 
(Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar) 
 
Writing 

Reading Numeracy 
(Number; Algebra, function and pattern; 
Measurement, chance and data; and Space) 

 
Special provisions are available as is the opportunity to withdraw your child from all or part of the NAPLAN test.  I have already been in 
touch with some families whose circumstances require exemption or provisions, but welcome communication from other families if you 
wish to discuss your child’s participation. 
 
A letter from the overseeing body for the NAPLAN testing has been attached to the back of this newsletter.  All consent forms for 
special provisions or exemption will be kept with the school, but must be complete by April 30.  If you wish to submit one of these 
forms, please contact Dr Perry on 9972 5767 or rachel.perry@tphs.nsw.edu.au.  Alternatively forms have been uploaded onto 
MyHouse in the Horizons Program group. 
 
HORIZONS PROGRAMME 
Welcome back to Term II.  There are a number of new initiatives beginning in Term II. 
 
ICT Lunchtime club – Wed 1.00-1.45pm for pupils in Forms 7 and 8 (pupils in other Forms please see Ms Lord or Dr Perry for 
available space). 
 

As was advertised in Week 7 of Term I, the ICT lunchtime club, run by Ms Lord, is beginning Wednesday Week I.  It is not too late to be 
involved.  If you have an interest in computer games and wish to make your own then this is for you.  You will be able to design and 
create your own games and animations using a range of software in a relaxed and fun environment.   
 
Philosophy Club – Expressions of Interest  
We are looking to begin a Philosophy Club to run one lunch time per week.  This will be a time to explore the place of philosophy in 
society, the history of philosophy as well as explore what we believe and think about the world.  To gauge whether this will be a 
worthwhile opportunity in the School, please email Dr Perry with your interest by the end of Week 1 on rachel.perry@tphs.nsw.edu.au 
 
Some changes to staffing will occur with Horizons in Term II.  If the support/enrichment your child is receiving is being affected I will be 
in contact early in the term.  All support and enrichment sessions will begin in Week 2 of term. 
 
The need for support and enrichment is identified by staff for all Forms.  If you wish to discuss the possibility of your child being 
involved with Horizons, do not hesitate to contact me on rachel.perry@tphs.nsw.edu.au or 9972 5767.  
 

Lateral Thinking Puzzle – Week 1 
On the second row of a racetrack starting grid, the driver of car number 7 was the son of the driver in car 3. 
They had both clocked the same third-fastest qualifying time. The driver in car 3 was not the father of the 
driver in car 7. How was this possible if he was also not the father-in-law or natural father? 
 
Answer Week 2 or see Dr Perry 
 
Answer from Week 9 Term I – There is no ‘e’ in the paragraph 
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CAREERS WEEK 1, TERM II 
 
Questacon – SmartMoves Invention Convention 2010 - Applications for the SmartMoves Invention Convention are now open 
(closing April 30 ). This is a great opportunity for innovative young Australians to meet other like-minded people from around the 
country with an all-expenses paid trip to Canberra where you would learn how to turn your ideas into a reality. 
 
The convention runs from 4-9 July and is open to pupils from 14-18 years of age.  Applications from pupils who have innovative ideas 
in a wide variety of areas including Science, Design and Technology, Business Studies, Engineering and Art.  More information and 
application forms can be found at www.questacon.edu.au 
 
This is an exciting opportunity for all the young entrepreneurs at the School who wish to learn ways to further their ideas.  

Dr R M Perry, Deputy Director of Studies 
MYHOUSE 
Parents are reminded to familiarise themselves with the MyHouse Website http://myhouse.tphs.nsw.edu.au/.  This is an important 
learning management tool that is being increasingly utilised throughout the year.  If any parents are still unaware of their family log-in 
details, they need to email me and I will make sure these details are made available.  One function all parents should be aware of is the 
“Global” link on the website.  This can be found at the top of the list of links under the “Learning” tab.  The “Global” folder contains key 
School information concerning calendars, events, parents association, excursions, canteen and other whole School activities.  

J S Walmsley, Deputy Director of Studies 
 
WHAT IS HUMANITIES? 

We are History, Geography, Commerce, Economics, Business Studies and Legal Studies but - of what use are the 
Humanities? Our disciplines can’t resolve the biggest problems our societies face – death and disease, pain and 
pestilence – but they can help us ask better questions.  They can provide the conceptual, contextual and 
philosophical tools required to challenge conventional thinking, as well as the space and time in which to think 
more broadly and deeply about issues that might otherwise be glossed over.  

 
The mission of a Humanities Faculty is to provide its pupils with an opportunity to pursue fundamental questions about who we are, 
how we live and what matters.  For our pupils it means equipping them with the skills and intellectual tools to lead meaningful and 
productive lives and to cultivate a form of intellectual autonomy.  They need to experience a breadth and depth of ideas and arguments 
often untapped in the froth and bubble of a young pupil’s everyday life.  For instance, the Form 8 geography topics of ‘Global Change, 
Global Citizenship, Global Inequalities and Climate Change’ are an example of the debates we focus on in their syllabus.  Similarly, the 
Form 9 Commerce topic of ‘The Relationship of Laws to Values, Morals, and Ethics’ or the Form 10 Commerce topic of ‘Pressure 
Groups and Individual: Strategies, Rights and Responsibilities’ are examples of how those young people are given the opportunity to 
recognise some of the ethical demands and challenges they will inevitably face in life.  
 
Through the study of History, Geography, Commerce, Economics, Business Studies and Legal Studies -  the pupils hone their ability to 
analyse and evaluate arguments, to define problems, to search for and use relevant data, to ask pertinent and pointed question of 
themselves, each other and their teachers; this is fostered in our subjects. The pupils hopefully learn to communicate and collaborate 
effectively, make careful reasoned judgments, write a decent sentence and explain themselves succinctly and clearly to others. They 
are encouraged to develop a view which is open to the world beyond their familiar boundaries but yet be consciously aware of the 
common store of ideas, concepts visions and practices that human beings have been deliberating about over thousands of years.  

C R Seligman, Head of Humanities 
 
MATHS STUDY CENTRE 
The Maths Study Centre will be held on Monday and Thursday afternoons after school in the library 3.30-4.30pm starting this week. 
This term, Mrs bate will be taking the Monday session and Mrs Stockburger will be taking the Thursday session.  If you have any 
enquiries please email Mrs White in the Maths Department at frances.white@tphs.nsw.edu.au or phone 9972 5711. 

F E White, Head of Maths 
 

Junior School News 
 
I would like to welcome back all Pittwater House families to a busy and fun-filled Term II.  I hope the holiday break was a time to 
rejuvenate and spend quality time with your family. I am writing on Mrs Achurch’s behalf as she is at present in London due to the 
volcanic ash in the atmosphere and the grounding of aircraft.  Miss Bell is also stranded overseas.  We are hoping both ladies will be 
back with us soon.  There is a variety of exciting activities happening this term including The Pittwater House Schools Reading 
Challenge, Debating Club, Robotics Club and Jump Off.  Further information will follow on all these activities; however, I do encourage 
all children to participate in the Reading Challenge.  I have found this to be such a valuable activity over the last few years.  The Jump 
Off dates and times are: K-2 Wednesday 28 from 8.45 – 10.15am and Forms 3-5 Friday 30 from 8.45 – 10.15a.m.  I also encourage all 
children to participate in such a worthwhile cause.  Cross-Country try-outs will be held this Friday during our School sports session. The 
Mothers’ Day Luncheon will be held on Thursday 6 May and ECC – Form 2 children will be presenting some items.  We look forward to 
welcoming the Thai students and teachers to our classrooms during the next few days.  At present new class timetables are being 
trialled and therefore class teachers will distribute as soon as they are finalised.  Please note timetables will now be on a 10 day 
rotation.  If there are any areas of concern please do not hesitate to contact me. J L Morrison, Junior School 
 

Secondary School News 
 
IMAGE BUSTERS 
At the end of Term I Forms 9 and 10 were visited by a group of actors called ‘Class Acts’.  They presented a 45 minute play which 
tacked the issues of body image, friendship, drugs, celebrity and peer pressure in an interesting, entertaining and thought-provoking 
way.  A short question and answer session was held afterwards.  This was a first experience of live theatre for many of the pupils and 
was very worthwhile. A M MacDonald, Languages 
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Cadets 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The 2010 Castle Mountain Annual Cadet Camp took place in the first week of the holidays. The camp was a great deal of fun and 
everyone had a great time. The cadets participated in canoeing, abseiling, high ropes courses, leadership activities, initiative games, 
navigational exercises and bush walking.  The leadership team of senior cadets, alumni and teaching staff deserve a great deal of 
praise for the efforts they put into making this a well planned, safe and enjoyable activity.  A number of cadets distinguished themselves 
on camp; this resulted in the awarding of High Commendation to CDT’s Griffith, Hurst, Mason, LCPL Bandari and SGT Melrose.  A 
number of promotions also took place as a result of this camp.  

 
This term our Home Training will continue to take place every second Wednesday periods 7 and 8 on even weeks (i.e. weeks 2, 4, 6, 8 
and 10).  I would like to remind Cadets of the importance of wearing the correct uniform on cadet days.  Cadets are free to wear either 
their School uniform or their cadet uniform to and from School.  However, which ever uniform is worn must be worn properly and they 
must all be in cadet uniform during the cadet periods. J S Walmsley, CAPT (AAC) 
 

Sport 
 
PISA FORMS 3-6 
Term II PISA Sport has a new venue.  Our School Netball and Soccer teams will be playing at the Curl Curl Netball and Soccer Fields 
in Abbott Road, Curl Curl.  Games are held between 11.30am and 12.30pm on Fridays.  Trials for these teams will take place during 
Friday Sport this week.  
Training Arrangements - Our PISA teams will train before school from 7.45am until 8.20am each Wednesday morning, starting next 
Wednesday 28 April.  If a pupil has been selected in one of our PISA Teams for Term 2, they are expected to attend training each 
week. 
 
SCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY CARNIVAL 
We will be holding our Junior School’s Cross Country Carnival at School this Friday 23 April.  This event will serve as our School 
Championships and our selection trials for our School Cross Country Team.  The carnival will start at 11.00am and will be held on the 
School Oval. P S Browning, PDHPE 
 
SWIMMING 
 
AICES Swimming – The twenty nine swimmers representing TPHS will be participating on Thursday, April 22, at the Sydney Olympic 
Park.  All swimmers can find their events and the required permission note on MyHouse > Extra Curricular Sport > Folders > Swimming 
> AICES.  The bus will be leaving at 6.30am and will arrive back at School at approximately 5.15 pm.  Please note permission note 
must be returned to Mr Jones or Miss Birch before attending the Championships.  No note no go! 
 
CIS Swimming – A reminder that there are a number of events swum at CIS but not at AICES. Selection in the AICES Team to 
compete at CIS in these events is done by nominated times. These events include: All 200m Form Events, All 400m Form Events, 
100m Backstroke, Breaststroke and Butterfly, 400m IM.  Information is available on the AICES Website in the Swimming Section 
http://www.aices.com.au/. S S Jones, Manager of Sport 

 
BASKETBALL 
 
C7 v Eclipse.   (29 March)  Lost 18-46.  The opposition was very strong against our girls.  We had some good goals and some great 
defence. J A King, Manager 
 
C9 v Stella Maris 2.   (31 March)  Lost 26 to 32.  The girls played a bigger group of girls, they held their own but were unable to come 
away with the win.  They were down by five baskets at the break and fought back with strong defence.  China Waters (2 points) and 
Isabella Harbutt (8 points) made a good combination in the key.  The girls are going to work on quicker and stronger passes and 
rebounds. K E Finney, Manager 
 
C8 v Masada. Won 49 to 9. The girls played a great game. They defended their end very well and there shooting was spot on. 
Congratulations to the whole team a spectacular win.  J A King, Manager 
 
WATER POLO 
Grammar Open Team is scheduled to play Balgowlah at the Warringah Aquatic Centre this Friday night at 8.01pm.  Please be there at 
7.30 pm.  Good Luck Boys! 
 



���������	��
���
�������������
������� ����������� �
  
 
TENNIS 
 
Les Hegyessy Saturday Competition 
Please note correction to Premier League Championship final article from Housenews No.11 31 March.  The article should have read:  
Congratulations to Ricky Jury (G12), Dylan Reid (G11), Charlie Smith (G8) and Alex McGrouther (G12, 2009) team captain.   
 
All tennis activities are up and running.  TNB Saturday morning.  Competition will be starting on May 1.  If you have any queries please 
ring Les Hegyessy on 0402 731 196. S S Jones, Manager of Sport 
 
 

PHPA (Parents’ Association) 
 
 

PHPA MOTHERS’ DAY LUNCHEON 
“The PHPA are once again holding their annual Mothers’ Day Luncheon which this year will be on Thursday 6 May.  
There will be stalls, raffle prizes, and the lunch includes wine and champagne.  Mothers and grandmothers are all 
welcome to attend and enjoy being indulged and pampered!  Numbers are limited and seating is in placings of 10 
with a table allocated for each Form, so if you wish to attend then be quick to RSVP!  Bookings for the luncheon can 
also be made electronically via MyHouse / Global Folders / PHPA / Mothers’ Day Luncheon Please refer to the flyer 
attached at the end of this issue of Housenews.” J Galbraith, PHPA 

 
 
 
 
 

TRIVIA NIGHT 
The PHPA is holding a Trivia Night on Saturday 28 August.  To ensure a successful evening a sub-committee is 
proposed to organise the event.  Any interested volunteers will be very much appreciated.  Our first meeting will be held 
at 2.00pm Wednesday May 12 (week 4) outside the School Canteen.  If you are unable to attend on this day but would 
like to lend a hand please phone Martine Mon, Tue, Wed between 7.30am - 2.00pm on 9972 5718. 

 M Conde for PHPA 
 
 
 
 

 
CANTEEN DUTY 

Canteen Supervisor – 
Phone 9972 5718 after 8.00am 

 
Tue 27 Apr Julie Leal Shelley Jiang  

Wed 28 Apr Dalva Cartwright Kathy Waters  

Thu 29 Apr Vanessa Fulton Barbara Batton  

Fri 30 Apr Lissa Hurst Anna Nelson  

 

 

CLOTHING POOL AND SECOND HAND 
BOOKS 
 

Located next to the School Uniform shop. 
 

The Clothing and Book Pool is run by a volunteer parent and is open on 
Tuesdays 8:00-9:15am and Thursdays 2:00-3.15pm. 
 

Please Note:  Only cash or cheques will be accepted.  Purchases cannot  
be charged to your School account.  CUSTOMERS MUST CHOOSE 
CAREFULLY AS THE PHPA HAS A NO REFUND POLICY 
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