
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What’s On 
in Week 9 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mon 22 Mar 

 
C&G 12 Academic Mid 
Year  Examinations 
 

G9 to Abercrombie 
House 

Tue 23 Mar 

 

Excn:  P&J2 to Reptile 
Park 
 

Excn:  P&J5 to 
Botanical Gardens 

Wed 24 Mar Qaudrilateral 
Swimming Carnival - 
Junior School 

Thu 25 Mar 
 

 

 
 

8:30am-
3:00pm 

 
 

 

 
 

3:30pm-
7:30pm 

Excn:  P&J Kindy to Art 
Gallery 
 

Excn:  Form 8 Science 
Long Reef Ecosystem 
 

Scholarship Day 
(GtHall) 
 

Immunisation Clinic – 
Forms (C&G7) & G10 
(Mini Hall) 
 

C&G7 Parent/Teacher 
Evening (GtHall) 

Fri 26 Mar Excn: C&G11 Geog – 
Coastal Studies 
 

G9 return from 
Abercrombie House 

TERM DATES 2010 

TERM I Closes 1 Apr 

TERM II 
Opens 20 Apr 

Closes 25 Jun 

TERM III 
Opens 20 Jul 

Closes 17 Sep 

TERM IV 
Opens 12 Oct 

Closes 10 Dec 

No. 2010/09 17 March 2010 

Introducing the new Apple iTouches into Mathematics  
The introduction of the new Apple iTouches into Mathematics teaching at Pittwater 
House has lead to some interesting lessons and experiences over the last fortnight.  
A highlight was the excursion by Form 6 to the Apple store in the city to take part in 
World Maths Day activities accompanied by myself, Mr S Jones and Miss Bennett.  
The pupils were welcomed by enthusiastic groups from schools from all across 
Sydney, television cameras and a choice of many different Apple devices to work 
with.  Pupils competed against other pupils from across the world to solve as many 
Maths problems as possible against the clock.  Form 6 made us very proud with 
their exemplary behaviour on this excursion and a good morning was had by 
everyone. 
 
Back in school, class sets of iTouches have been utilised by classes from both the 
Junior and Secondary Schools.  Mr Hoekman is pictured here with his Form 7 
Grammar class, using the iTouches for a “Tables Race”.  Form 10 have also 
received their own iTouches last week and are getting busy loading a range of 
exciting applications onto their devices, and experimenting with their use.  

F E White, Acting Mathematics Faculty Coordinator 

 

On Wednesday 10 March, 20 pupils from College and Grammar 8, 10 and 12 
participated in the Taronga Zoo ZooSnooze programme.  The programme involved pupils 
coming into contact with such animals as reptiles (including snakes), turtles and 
tortoises.  Pupils were also educated by being shown a wide range of custom collected 
items ranging from fur coats to an elephant footstool. Pupils had the zoo to themselves 
as they enjoyed hearing numerous stories about the animals on a private night tour.  The 
next morning, pupils were taken behind the scenes at Taronga’s famous bird show in 
which we were given an insight into the training of animals. They also got a close up with 
a sulphur crested cockatoo and giant wedged tailed eagle, Australia’s biggest bird of 
prey. Pupils were also able to get close to such native animals as koalas, kangaroos and 
Quokkas. Pupils greatly enjoyed the program and benefited from the conservation 
information that our wonderful hosts had to offer. C Eager, G12 

 

Community Service ‘Roots and Shoots’ 
Excursion 
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ANZAC SERVICE 

 

General News 
 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
Open Day today has been an exciting event for a huge number of families interested in educating their children at Pittwater House.  I 
thank the pupils for their outstanding efforts.  Many have either performed, spoken or led tours of the School today.  The School Spirit is 
alive and well today and our visitors certainly came away with the essence of life at Pittwater House. 
 
On Thursday evening we are hosting an important event for the community providing an information session on the Early Years of 
Learning Framework for the 80 Northern Beaches Childcare Centres and Pre-Schools that are being represented by their directors and 
staff. 
 
The success for the Junior Swimming Team bringing home the Division A Percentage Shield from the HICES Swimming Carnival is 
another triumph on top of the excellent results of the Secondary Swimming Team at CDSSA last week.  I congratulate all our swimmers 
for their excellence (I note that four members of our Secondary team broke CDSSA records in the pool on 8 March) and our best 
wishes go with those selected to swim for HICES or CDSSA at the next level in the coming weeks. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
EARTH HOUR SUSTAINABILITY FORUM 

 
We are supporting the “Roots and Shoots” forum on the night of Friday 26 March in the Great Hall from 7.00-
9.00pm.  The forum will be addressed by Mr Matthew Taylor the director of a local sustainability organisation.  
The School is keen to increase its awareness of its own environmental responsibilities.  We will also be 
looking at turning off all lights and appliances where feasible on Friday in preparation for the world wide event 
on Saturday evening. M S Orrock, Headmaster 
 

 
MYHOUSE 
As MyHouse is becoming an increasingly large part of our pupils school life, we are interested in having several evenings throughout 
the year to assist parents in gaining further understanding of its uses.  We are offering the first of these on Wednesday 24 March from 
7.00 to 8.00 pm.  As we would like to do this in one of the computer labs, spaces will be limited to those who RSVP.  The purpose of 
the evening is to help parents needing assistance with MyHouse, by running through the basics of the site.  If there is a great deal of 
interest in this night, we may look at holding further nights early next term.  To RSVP for this evening please email me on 
james.walmsley@tphs.nsw.edu.au. J S Walmsley, Deputy Director of Studies 

 
PITTWATER HOUSE BUS SERVICE BOOKING FORM 
Families who wish to reserve seats on any of the School’s private bus runs can book either on a yearly or term by term basis.  Booking 
forms are available from the School Website, from the Fleet Manager or from the drivers on-board.  Yearly and Term II bookings are 
currently being accepted. 
 
Please do not assume the School is aware of your family’s bookings based on historical information. 
 
The services are very heavily subscribed and spots are getting allocated very quickly.  Spots are allocated on a “first come, first served” 
basis.  There is a very real possibility that there will not be a seat available on a bus without a booking.  To avoid this, please send in 
your bookings for travel on the School bus services (including a casual booking) in advance of travel. 

 
SEATBELTS ON SCHOOL BUSES 
Although the School and it’s drivers endeavour to ensure passengers on the school bus runs and excursions are wearing a seatbelt at 
all times whilst travelling by placing signs in the busses and broadcasting that they must be worn, it is not possible for the drivers to 
continually walk up and down the bus checking for seatbelts. 
 
I would like to ask all parents and carers of pupils at the school to ensure that their children are aware of the requirement to wear a 
seatbelt at all times and not to remove it until the bus has come to a complete stop prior to disembarking. 
 
Any enquiries about the bus runs or wearing of seatbelts can be directed to the School’s Fleet Manager, Mr Scott Atkinson on 
telephone (02) 9972 5715, fax (02) 9972 5775 or email Scott.Atkinson@tphs.nsw.edu.au. S J Atkinson, Fleet Manager 

 
FORM 12 CHARITY - HEARTKIDS 
Just a reminder that Summer Swimming is still on this term, every Monday and Friday at lunch time.  Please bring a gold coin donation 
to have a cool swim under what is left of the warm summer sun! 
 
Heartkids NSW have organsied a Trivia night this Saturday night to raise funds for Heartkids.  If you are interested all you need to do is 
put together a table and come along for what is sure to be a great night - please see invitation on the last page of this Housenews.  
Tables are still available.  
 
If any TPHS pupils from Form 10 upwards would like to help out on the night with the running of the evening- please come and see me 
or email me on melissa.sare@gmail.com. M A Sare, Curriculum Office 

Our ANZAC Service is being held as usual on the final day of Term I.  An invitation is attached at the end of this 
Housenews and I encourage a large attendance from parents, their family members and friends. 
 R V H Morgan, Principal 
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COMMUNITY SERVICE – KNITTING GROUP 
 

 
 
The knitting group are diligently learning to knit or practising their skills.  We are about to 
commence knitting squares that can be sewn together to form a blanket.  This will then be 
presented to the Smith Family upon completion.  It is hoped that the group will be able to 
produce many blankets during the year. 
 A L Bate and M R Stockburger, Knitting Group Co-ordinators 
 
 
 

 
 

 
ECC-FORM 4 HOLIDAY FUNSHOP ACTIVITY CAMP 
Funshop will be running from Tuesday 6 April – Friday 9 April 2010 starting at 8:30am – 5:00pm.   The booking forms have come 
home in diaries this week.  If you would like your child to attend, these need to be returned to Mr M Roberts or Mrs A Murray in 
the ECC by Wednesday 31 March. 

A Murray, ECC Coordinator 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SPECIAL LUNCH DAY 
The canteen will be holding a Special Lunch Day on Tuesday 30 March (week 10).  As a special 
treat a skinless hot dog, bread roll and tomato sauce along with a piece of fruit will be available for 
$4.00.  An order form is available on MyHouse in Global Folders, Canteen.  ECC to Form 6 must 
pre-order.  Forms 7 to 12 pre-orders would be appreciated.  Please note the canteen will be  
operating as usual on this day. M Conde, Canteen Manager 

 

 
Junior School News 
 
HICES SWIMMERS 
They’ve done it again! Congratulations to the HICES Swimming Team on their superb efforts in the Homebush Olympic pool last 
Wednesday.  The team captains, Jasmine Pye (J6) and Isaac Smith (P6) accepted the percentage shield for Division 1 schools, on 
behalf of the team making 2010 the 12th time the School has won the title since 1993.  The team members were fabulous 
representatives of TPHS. 

 
JUMP ROPE FOR HEART 
Jump Rope for Heart is a charity being supported by the Junior School this year.  The pupils how to raise money for this worthy cause 
in assembly on Monday by keeping fit themselves and by finding sponsors to support them in the “Jump Off” which will take place next 
term.  All the pupils will be bringing home the relevant information about Jump Rope for Heart very soon. 

 
CONSENT FORMS FOR READING SURVEY 
Reading Survey Consent Forms for “Rugby League Reads”, sent out by your class teachers, need to be returned by Friday please. 

R M Achurch, Head of Junior School 

 
GO GO GOLF GALA DAY  
Form 6 pupils participated in a Golf Clinic arranged by Cromer Golf Club during one of their PE 
lessons.  The lesson was used as a selection trial for the Go Go Golf Gala Day, also held at 
Cromer Golf Course.  Six pupils were selected to attend the day.  These pupils were Jordan 
Howes, Tessa Mapplebeck, Jasmine Pye, Harry Johnston, Nicholas Andrews and Isaac Smith 
(pictured right). 
 
Pittwater House played extremely well in all of the events (putting, chipping, hitting in the nets and 
two holes of Ambrose golf) and should be congratulated on their efforts.  Special mention must go 
to Nicholas Andrews who won the individual competition on the day, receiving a $260 scholarship 
from Cromer Golf Club. R J Upton, PDHPE 
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Secondary School News 
 
IMMUNISATION CLINIC 
The next immunisation clinic will be held in the Mini Hall on Thursday 25 March.  This is for pupils in C&G7 and G10.  Form 7 will 
receive Hepatitis B vaccine and Diptheria/Tetanus/Pertussis.  G10 will receive Diptheria/Tetanus/Pertusis. 
 
If you have not returned a consent form, please do so as soon as possible.  If you require another consent form, please contact the 
Health Centre (9972 5734) or pop in to pick one up. I Scouller and K L Brocklebank, Health Centre 

 
FORM 12 DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY EXCURSION TO POWER HOUSE MUSEUM 

 
 
The Form 12 Design and Technology pupils attended the DesignTech Seminar organised 
by the Office of the Board of Studies.  The topics were informative and relevant to their HSC 
Design and Technology studies.  They were encouraged to consider all factors that 
influence design and were given tips on how to manage and improve their Major Design 
Projects.  After the seminar, they visited the DesignTech Exhibition. 

M L Lim, Creative Arts & Design 
 
 

 
FORMS 11 AND 12 VISUAL ARTS EXCURSION 
On Friday 12 March Forms 11 and 12 Visual Arts pupils visited two exhibitions:  Express 
Yourself at Manly Art Gallery and Museum and ArtExpress at the Art Gallery of New South 
Wales.  The pupils were challenged in many ways to respond to a variety of outstanding 
Bodies of Work.  Both exhibitions provided inspiration, ideas and procedure for all pupils, but 
more importantly for Form 12 pupils to apply effectively to their own Body of Work. 
 
The picture to the right is HSC Body of Work by Brad Noel (G12 2009) which is titled ‘Antics’ 
2010 detailed view.  This is part of the Manly Art Gallery Exhibition. 
 S O’Kane, Creative Arts & Design 
 

Cadets 
 

The PHSCU Annual Camp is taking place in the first week of the holidays at Castle Mountain from Tuesday 6 to Saturday 10 
April.  Cadets have been handed permission notes for this event.  However, extra copies can be collected from reception, 
downloaded from MyHouse or collected from me. Castle Mountain is near Wisemans Ferry and it was a very popular activity 
last year.  It is the biggest camp on the PHSCU calendar, it is at a great location and it offers professionally supervised 
activities such as roping, high ropes courses, bush walking and navigational exercises, kayaking and camp craft.  

Permission notes must be returned to the cadet letter box (bottom of W block), no later than Friday 19 March.  Please note that all 
Australian Army Cadet Activities are a 100% nut free zone.  
 
Permission notes are also going out this week for several off-campus activities during cadet training in week 10.  Form 7 and 9 Cadets 
will be doing surfing at Long Reef with Manly Surf School and the Form 8 cadets will be completing a navigational exercise at Deep 
Creek. J S Walmsley, Capt (AAC) 

 

Sport 
 
HICES SWIM TEAM 

Last Wednesday our Junior School 
Swimming team took part in the 
annual HICES Swimming Carnival at 
Sydney Olympic Park Aquatic 
Centre, Homebush.  Our team put in 
an excellent effort all day in the 
Division One Group to win the 
Percentage Shield Trophy and finish 
in forth place in the Overall Points 
Trophy.  The other school’s that took 
part in our division were: Kinross 

Wolaroi, St Pauls Grammar, William – Clarke, The Hills Grammar, Central Coast Grammar and SCECGS Redlands.  Our team ranged 
from our youngest swimmers aged 7 to 12 year olds.  They all worked to their potential during their races and provided some 
tremendous support for their fellow team members in our team area.  Well done all!  
 
PISA FROMS 3-6 
 
Senior Boys Cricket v St Lukes Grammar.  Won 70 runs to 48.  Well done boys this was an excellent team effort. 

P S Browning, PDHPE 
 
TPHS Junior Tee Ball v St Luke’s Grammar.   Won 25-14.  We continued our excellent form with the bat and scored a comfortable  
win against another undefeated team.  Our captain Luca Franks (P4) scored a 4 run home run, Aaron Auld (P4) scored a triple home 
run, while some big hitting from Riley Dunlop (P4) and Lachlan Batton (P4) enabled us to lead at every inning.  Luca Franks (P4) and 
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Aaron Auld (P4) were “Players of the Match”, while Samuel Wang (P4) and Arthur Wang (P4) continued to play with enthusiasm and 
good skills.  Our fielding was impressive and we stayed positive all game.  However it is important that we do not get carried away with 
our efforts as we want to achieve our goals and we have not done that yet.  Congratulations on another outstanding effort. 

A N Wren, Coach 
 
TPHS Senior Girls Softball v St Luke’s Grammar School.   Drew 8-8.  It was a great game despite having three of our main players 
away.  Our runs consisted of two home runs made by Gabriella Finkelesen (J6), who was also our “Player of the Match” and Taylor 
Sheahan (J5).  Encouragement award went to Molly Hurst (J6).  Thank you to Chloe Korchinski (J5), Lauren Bird, Natasha Burke and 
Bianca Keating (J6), who was a wonderful manager and for filling in for our team. Thank you to Mrs Osborne for coaching us and Mrs 
Sheahan for assistant coaching us and umpiring the game. Thao Nguyen, J6 
 
BASKETBALL 
 
C7 v Queenwood.   Lost 9-59.  They were very quick to score goals and were a tough opponent.  The girls tried very hard to keep the 
score down and Katia Molen-Grigull scored most of our goals.  Well done to the whole team.  The team learned a lot from this game 
and look forward to improving the score next week. J A King, Manager 

 
C9 – Bye  
 
C10 – Won on forfeit. W T Levy, Manager of Sport 
 
G9 v OFGS Sonics.   Won 44-21.  The team went up against the OFGS Sonics last Thursday evening.  Our boys were given a run for 
their money and this team’s more aggressive fast-paced play meant that our boys were unable to continually score baskets.  At one 
stage in the first half, our Opposition came within three points of us.  The Pittwater boys were able to pull away to a more comfortable 
lead in the last minute of the first half.  They maintained this lead for the duration of the game and went on to win 44-21.  Well done! 

K J Upton, Manager 
 
G11/12 v Manly Magic.  Won 33-26.  The game was quite a tussle between the 2 teams and was played at a fast pace.  Willem Van 
Zanten played like a 'one-man-army' and dominated all players!  He scored a mammoth 20 points with a 3 pointer in each half, attacked 
and defended, made the shots, rebounded the missed ones and was the pivotal player in bringing about the win for Pittwater House.  

A B Wright, Manager 
 
G8 Pittwater Lakers v St Lukes Blue.   (3.3.10)  Won 29-11.  The team work is improving every match.  The boys kept the lead from 
the beginning with Sam Sheahan (4 points) taking the start of the goals.  Tom Jason played extremely well to score 8 points as did 
Mitchel Howe taking 10 points.  Matt Giles helped the scoreboard along with 3 points and a big thanks to Jason Herbert who helped the 
team out when we were short on players.  He scored 2 points for the team.  Billy Biancini was a stand out player going for everything 
and speeding up and down the court!  He assisted with many plays and helped the boys to victory. 
 
G8 Pittwater Lakers v Mosman High Flyers.   (10.3.10) Lost 30-36.  After the last 4 wins, the boys just missed out by losing to 
Mosman.  The game was exciting from the beginning with all the boys playing well and scoring early.  There were many opportunities 
for both teams to score at the goals with great rebound work displayed by Owen Smith and Sam Sheahan.  Tom Jason, Billy Biancini 
and Mitchel Howe worked well together to keep Mosman from taking a huge lead.  Matt Giles showed great team work and his offence 
was brilliant.  A close match but unfortunately we didn’t have quite enough time to catch up in the end.  A great game anyway boys. 

 S Sheahan, Manager 
 
G10 v Killarny Heights.   Lost 2-58.  This week the boys played extremely well, showing many signs of improvement.  The newly 
implemented man on man defence worked well, taking at least 30 points off the opponents score. Well done to Chris Flemming for his 
outstanding effort this week. H Brassil, Coach 
 
CDSSA Trials - On Tuesday two pupils participated at the CDSSA basketball trails.  Willem Van Zanten (G12) and Jackson Donegal 
(G12) both went out to Castle Hill to trial for the AICES team.  They played six games representing the CDSSA team at an extremely 
high level of basketball.  The boys played well but unfortunately missed out on being selected into the AICES team by a narrow margin. 
Congratulations to the boys on their efforts.  We wish the girls all the best with their trial on Tuesday 23 March. J Donegal, G12 
 
RUGBY 
Coaching Clinic - Camp Wallaby is a skills coaching clinic for current players wishing to improve their game.  The clinic caters for 
players aged 6yrs to 16yrs. The clinic is held at Riverview College, Lane Cove. The program will run on 8 and 9 April from 9.00am to 
3.00pm with a recreational swim and lunch break from 12.30 to 1.30pm.  Coaching will be provided by Australian Rugby Development 
and High Performance staff, along with guest coach Qantas Wallabies Assistant coach Jim Williams. The on-field sessions will cover 
the key skills area of catch and pass, evasion, contact tackle, ruck and maul, set plays and physical preparation for Rugby. The 
program will be challenging and rewarding with a commitment to quality coaching outcomes. The Camp costs $170 and each 
participant will receive a Gilbert Rugby ball, Camp Wallaby Cap and a water bottle, as well as promotional giveaways. For more 
information please contact campwallaby@rugby.com.au or call 1800 002 515. 
 
SWIMMING 
 
CIS Diving - Pupils interested in participating in the CIS Diving Championships should see Mr Levy in the Sports Office. 
 
AICES Swimming - Congratulations to the twenty nine swimmers who will be participating at the AICES Swimming Championships on 
Thursday April 22 at Sydney Olympic Park.  All swimmers can find their events and the required permission note on My House > Extra 
Curricular Sport > Folders > Swimming > AICES.  Go House!  
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CIS Swimming - A reminder that there are a number of events swum at CIS but not at AICES.  Selection in the AICES Team to 
compete at CIS in these events is done by nominated times.  These events include: All 200m Form Events, All 400m Form Events100m 
Backstroke, Breaststroke and Butterfly 400m IM.  Info available on the AICES Website in the Swimming Section 
http://www.aices.com.au/  
 
TENNIS 
 
Senior Boys Team - The Senior Boys team have a BYE as they have progressed straight to the finals. The team will play the winner of 
the St Augustine’s v St Pauls semi-final week 9.  Good luck boys. 
 
Term II Tennis - Any College tennis players must see Mr Levy in the Sports Department to register their interest in the Peter Cullen 
Cup.  Long tournaments take place at various local tennis centres throughout Term II.  Training takes place on Thursday afternoons at 
TPHS.  More information can be found in the Tennis folder on My House. W T Levy, Manager of Sport 
 
 

PHPA 
 

 
CANTEEN DUTY 

Canteen Supervisor – 
Phone 9972 5718 after 8.00am 

Mon 22 Mar Frances Salmon Kathy Waters  

Tue 23 Mar Shelley Jiang Help Needed  

Wed 24 Mar Dalva Cartwright Help Needed  

Thu 25 Mar Lissa Hurst Andri Beneke  

Fri 26 Mar Jane Griffith Penny Moses Vickie Cardiff-Kinder 

�
 
 

�

CLOTHING POOL AND SECOND HAND 
BOOKS 
 

Located next to the School Uniform shop. 
 

The Clothing and Book Pool is run by a volunteer parent and is open on 
Tuesdays 8:00-9:15am and Thursdays 2:00-3.15pm. 
 

Please Note:  Only cash or cheques will be accepted.  Purchases cannot  
be charged to your School account.  CUSTOMERS MUST CHOOSE 
CAREFULLY AS THE PHPA HAS A NO REFUND POLICY 
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