
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What’s On 
in Week 4 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mon 15 Feb 

 
G7 to Abercrombie 
House 

Wed 17 Feb 
 

2:00pm 

 
Pittstop Canteen 
Meeting (outside 
Canteen). 

Sat 20 Feb 

6:00pm-
10:30pm 

 
SCEGGS Redlands 
Swimming Carnival 
(SIAC) 

TERM DATES 2010 

TERM I Closes 1 Apr 

TERM II 
Opens 20 Apr 

Closes 25 Jun 

TERM III 
Opens 20 Jul 

Closes 17 Sep 

TERM IV 
Opens 12 Oct 

Closes 10 Dec 

No. 2010/04 10 February 2010 

Forms 7–12 Swimming Carnival 
 

This past week our College and Grammar pupils shared the pool for a combined carnival.  
What great excitement throughout the day with more swimmers than ever in the pool.  It 
was truly a glorious day even with a few passing showers.  Everyone seemed to give it 
their best.  Congratulations to the following pupils on breaking long standing records.  
Jayke Rees (G9) swimming 25.93 in the 50m Freestyle, smashing the 2004 record by M 
Cottman, 26.17 and Pascalle Casey (C10) swimming 30.58 in the 50m Butterfly, 
obliterating the 2000 record by K Bischkopf, 32.12.  As of Monday morning the progress 
point score is as follows: College - Butterworth 311, Morgan 248 and Orrock 220.  
Grammar - Butterworth 325, Morgan, 310 and Orrock 270.  With some key events still to 
be swum the trophies are still up for grabs.  The winning house will be announced at 
assembly in week four as will those who will represent the School at the upcoming 
carnivals.  Our next swimming carnival events are: Redlands Invitational on Saturday 20 
February, TPHS Invitational Friday 26 February, CDSSA Carnival Monday 8 March, 
AICES Thursday 22 April and CIS on Wednesday 28 and Thursday 29 April.  Many 
thanks to all the parents for their great support at the carnival.  Also thank you to the 
House Captains on such a tremendous effort to get all your swimmers in the pool. 

Mr W Levy, Manager of Sport 

 

 

K-2 Swimming Carnival 
We held our K-2 Swimming Carnival last Tuesday and were delighted to see so many of our very young pupils involved and 
swimming in several races throughout the morning.  At the end of the day the progressive House Point Scores were: Boys - 
Butterworth 107, Morgan 77, Orrock 65; Girls - Morgan 84, Orrock 74, Butterworth 65.  These scores will continue to be adjusted 
when we hold our Forms 3 to 6 Carnival this coming Wednesday.  The following pupils recorded the most points in their age groups 
and have been named as the Age Champions for 2010 for Swimming:  Boys - 8/9 years: Duncan Easter (P2), 7 Years and K to 2 
Champion Jed Hugill (P2), 6 Years Cedric Erbach (P1) and 5 Years Daniel O’Hara (PK); Girls - 8/9 Years and K to 2 Champion 
Emily Zhou (J2), 7 Years Nikki Jason (J2), 6 Years Charley Garling (J1) and 5 Years Elandra Quayle (JK). 
 
Congratulations to all of the Age Champions named above for your outstanding performances at this year’s Carnival.  Many thanks 
to all the spectators who were able to come on the day to help us celebrate the first carnival with our new Houses. 
 
Photos from the K-2 Carnival will be available on MyHouse shortly. Mr P Browning, PDHPE 
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General School News 
 

MYHOUSE 
Many thanks to everyone who attended the spectacular and highly successful launch of MyHouse and the new 
School Web Site on Friday evening. My thanks to all teachers who have so diligently and enthusiastically 
populated their class 'group pages' with stimulus material, instructions and resources for pupils and parents.  
Special thanks particularly to Mr Greg Alderson, Mrs Alana Parker, Mr Jassie Singh, Mr James Walmsley, Mrs 
Nneka Robinson and their teams for getting us to this point. 

 
We will be 'switching-on' more functionality on MyHouse as we all learn and as the various components integrate and our capability 
with iPhones/iTouches improves. There are many opportunities for learning using these new technologies as well as expanding our 
communications about extra-curricular activities.  We are limited only by time and our amount of creative flair in the delivery of a fresh 
approach to teaching and learning. 
 
Pupils and parents needing help with log-ons should send an email to the Director of Studies Office to either 
james.walmsley@tphs.nsw.edu.au or nneka.robinson@tphs.nsw.edu.au.  Anyone wanting access to School wi-fi resources using their 
own devices/laptops should contact the ICT-Help Desk on ithelp@tphs.nsw.edu.au. 
 
MYSCHOOL 
The Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA) website “MySchool” has published a huge amount of data 
about every school in Australia and we are all aware of the considerable media attention and controversy this has generated.  Parents 
will find the site very informative as it includes school facts (such as total enrolment, the number of teaching staff etc), and senior 
secondary outcomes (HSC’s issued and number of pupils completing Form 12 and post-school destinations).  The site also includes a 
new measure - the Index of Community Socio-Educational Advantage (ICSEA) - or the “disadvantage index” as the media have dubbed 
it which is developed using ABS statistics and school data.  This index identifies schools serving similar student populations and 
correlates educational outcomes and socio-economic status of up to 60 statistically similar schools (the average ICSEA across 
Australia is 1000 and Pittwater House Grammar School is 1124 and the Girls College is 1113) and NAPLAN Results in both numerical 
and graphic representation showing our results, the mean for the ICSEA similar schools and the mean for all schools in Australia.  
From later this year the web pages will include details on a school’s sources of funds i.e. government grants and revenue from other 
sources (fees, etc). 
 
Our MySchool pages highlight the good work being done in the School and provide potentially useful benchmarking from which to 
gauge future improvement.  In the NAPLAN results Numeracy is particularly strong at Pittwater House when compared to ICSEA-
similar schools and we are certainly strong in all areas compared to the national average.  The Girls College is particularly strong 
overall in Literacy being substantially above the average of similar schools.  The Grammar School also has many areas where the 
pupils’ aggregate scores are above the average of similar schools.  There are just a few pockets of the boys’ classes where we need to 
lift their results from being in line with or to being above those of similar schools and this objective is getting special attention from the 
Faculty Leadership.  We need to be mindful that there are flaws in the data, including the use of 2006 ABS Census data that is over 
three years old and that the choice of the data set to make up the ICSEA is debateable and offers up some unusual and unsuspected 
schools in our “statistically similar” group.  I must also say that NAPLAN, on which the MySchool tables are based is “one test on one 
day”.  The ACARA site only represents a small element of a school’s educational focus and reflects a very narrow range of 
achievement on which to make an assessment of a school and produce a ‘league table’.  
 
Nevertheless, the Headmaster and his team are analysing the data and comparing it with the individual NAPLAN results and in-school 
assessments so that we can pin-point the strengths and weaknesses of our teaching initiatives and better review the progress of the 
individual pupils.  Any parent interested in discussing the details about this or any other aspect of your child’s progress are welcome to 
contact any member of the Executive, Head of Department, the Curriculum Office (Mr King, Mr Walmsley, Dr Perry) or their Form Tutor 
either now or during the various parent/teacher interviews conducted throughout Term I and II. 
 
LIFELINE NORTHERN BEACHES 
Lifeline Northern Beaches is once again seeking volunteers for their Op Shops and warehouse as they rely on their Op Shop sales and 
other fundraising activities to raise most of their revenue.  Lifeline is best known for their telephone counselling service but also offer a 
variety of activities aimed at relieving distress and suffering in the community such as relationships problems, work stress, financial 
difficulties, gambling and drug and alcohol addiction, depression and other mental health problems.  For further information visit their 
website www.lifeline.org.au and if you are interested in helping out they can be contacted on (02) 9949 5522 / 
admin@lifelinenb.org.au.” Mr R V H Morgan, Principal 
 
RWANDA EXCURSION  
We are very excited to give further details of the School trip to Rwanda next January 2011.  A highlight will be visiting the Gorillas in 
North West Rwanda and the lost province in South West Rwanda.  The lost province is the location of the Rugerero school we assisted 
in building two classrooms for in recent years.  The trip will be led by School parent Mrs Christine Murorunkwere.  All details of Itinerary 
and Costs will be on MyHouse shortly. 
 
SWIMMING CARNIVALS  
We were thrilled with the atmosphere at the first combined Swimming Carnival last Wednesday.  House spirits were high and it was 
wonderful to see such high participation levels in events.  As usual the day concluded with a fun event – the Parents versus Staff and 
House Captains relay.  There were some spectacular swims and records broken that have been mentioned in Mr Levy’s article on the 
front page of this Housenews.  Thank you to all our parent supporters.  
 
The K-2 Carnival held last week was also a very fine event and thank you to Form 9 monitors for helping. Mr M Orrock, Headmaster 
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Canteen Meeting next Wednesday 17 February at 2:00pm outside the Canteen.  All welcome. 
Mrs M Conde, Canteen Manager 

2011 SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS 
Each year a small number of scholarships are awarded to worthy pupils from within and outside the School to recognise the talents of 
individual pupils and as part of a broader programme to enhance the academic, sporting and cultural capacity of our school community.  
Scholarships are awarded in the Academic, Performing Arts or Sports categories, or in a combination of two or all of these categories. 
 
The majority of scholarship positions are offered for entry into Form 7 in 2011.  All pupils in Form 6 are automatically included in the 
scholarship selection process unless parents indicate that they do not wish their child to be assessed. No formal application is required 
from a current Form 6 pupil and a letter has been mailed to every Form 6 parent providing further details on the scholarship process. 
 
A limited number of scholarship positions are considered for entry into Form 8, Form 9 and Form 11  in 2011.  Application forms can be 
obtained from Miss Nicole Verden in the School Admissions Office (telephone 9972 5789 or email nicole.verden@tphs.nsw.edu.au).   
 
All applications must reach the Business Manager by close of business on Friday 12 March 2010.  No late submissions can be 
considered.  Any questions regarding the scholarship procedures can be directed to the Business Manager (telephone 9972 5722 or 
email greg.alderson@tphs.nsw.edu.au) Mr G Alderson, Business Manager 
 
HORIZONS PROGRAMME 
Week 3 sees more intervention and withdrawal support begin within the Horizons programme. We are still working to confirm the most 
appropriate strategies to assist pupils and will be in touch over the coming weeks to confirm Support Plans. 
 
Relevant pupils within Form 7 and 8 will be receiving letters from the Horizons Programme this week. These letters will detail the 
various initiatives beginning this term as well as outlining other projects and opportunities we are establishing for Term II and beyond.  
 
The launch of My House allows for information to be shared more easily between families and staff members. Please keep an eye on 
your child’s folders for information and communication. I will be continuing to populate their spaces over the coming weeks. 
 
The need for support and enrichment is identified by staff for all Forms. If you wish to discuss the possibility of your child being involved 
with Horizons, do not hesitate to contact me on rachel.perry@tphs.nsw.edu.au or 9972 5767. 
 
Lateral Thinking Puzzle – Week 3 
There are two plastic jugs filled with water.  How could you put all of this water into a barrel, without using the jugs or any dividers and 
still tell which water came from which jug? 
Answer in Week 4 or see Dr Perry 
 
Answer for Week 2 puzzle: It was day time. Dr R Perry, Deputy Director of Studies 

 
 
 
 
 
ATTENTION ALL PUPILS IN FORMS 5, 6 AND 7 
Guess what?  That’s right, - the most exciting after School activity is back on, - robotics!  We will be creating our own robots using the 
Logo Mindstorms kit.  We will be able to program/control the robots ourselves.  If you are not quite sure what I am talking about, find 
out more at the Lego Mindstorms website: mindstorms.lego.com.  It is open to all pupils in Forms 5, 6 and 7 and will be held on a 
Thursday after School until 4:30pm.  If you are interested please see Dr Regtop or Stephanie McArthur (C11 Room W13) or you can 
send us an email/message via MyHouse. Stephanie McArthur (C11) 
 
LADIES TENNIS CLINICS 
Tuesdays 9:00-10am for Beginners and Thursdays 9:00-10:00 for Intermediate players.  Location: Courtsportz 26 Campbell Ave, Dee 
Why.  The programme will be run by Mr Les Hegyessy TCA- Advanced Head Coach.  Cost: 8 weeks (6 players - $95), (4 players - 
$140).  Contact Mr L Hegyessy on 0402 731 196 or Mrs Sarah Smith on 0401 847 857. Mrs Sarah Smith 
 

Junior School News 
 
By the time you read this newsletter, we will have completed the Forms 3-6 swimming carnival, the Forms K-2 swimming carnival, held 
3 separate parent teacher evenings, Form 6 will have travelled to and from Bathurst, we will have held a new parents’ welcome 
function, attended the MyHouse launch, many of you will have met 1 to 1 with your children’s teachers and we will be looking forward to 
the PHPA Summer Drinks.  Thank you to all you parents who have attended and supported these functions.  The comments I receive 
are very positive.  I would like to congratulate all pupils who swam in the races today and Mr Levy, Mr Browning, all staff and Form 9 
pupils for their excellent supervision and team work.  I look forward to catching up with you this Friday at the Summer Drinks. 
 Mrs R Achurch, Head of Junior School 
 
 
P6/J6 VISIT ABERCROMBIE HOUSE  
Last week, P and J6 went to Abercrombie House for the week.  
I can say that everybody that went to Abercrombie had a 
brilliant time and wishes they could be back there! 
 
We went to the Blue Mountains before we got to Abercrombie 
House and went on the Scenic Railway, which is the steepest 
train in the World!  We learnt about the coal and gold mines 
and the different types of trees that surround the 1,000,000 
hectares of beautiful rainforest! 
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We did many activities up at Abercrombie, including going to Prime Minister Ben Chifley’s house and seeing all the original tools and 
items that Ben and Elizabeth Chifley used.  We also talked about how Ben Chifley was the youngest railroad train driver in Australia! 
 
On Tuesday (boys) and Thursday (girls) we slept outside and learnt how to build tents from minimal equipment.  While the boys were 
out, the girls did their talent quest and when the girls were out, the boys did their talent quest!  Both the boys and girls preformed well! 
 
Another place we went to was Red Hand cave.  We learnt about the Aboriginals that lived there and we saw some hand prints made by 
the Aboriginals over 5000 years ago! 
 
We went to the Bathurst Aquatic Centre on Thursday, which was a lot of fun and we all had a fantastic time!  Everyone liked the 
whirlpool because it carried you around in a circle and everyone tried to hang to the edge, but they couldn’t! 
 
On Thursday and Friday we participated in an archery tournament, which was extremely fun.  Many of us had never shot an arrow, so it 
was a good experience for everyone! Congratulations to Harry Shaw and Yash Sogy for getting the top 2 scores in the archery 
tournament! 
 
Last but not least, Form 6 had a formal banquet with delicious food cooked by Mrs Morgan.  There was also some fantastic 
entertainment by Cameron Currie, Ruby Loveday and Harry Johnston.  Congratulations to everyone who made a speech and to the 
flag bearer, head and deputy stewards well done. 
 
Thank you Mr Christopher Morgan, Mrs Rex Morgan, Henry and Julia for their fantastic hospitality, Mrs Morgan for the food and letting 
us into your home and Mr Jones and Miss Bennett for supervising us and making this trip a lot of fun! Harry Johnston, P6 
 

Secondary School News 
 
FORM 11 AND 12 STUDY SKILLS BREAKFAST 
Well over 200 parents and pupils attended the introduction to the study skills programme this morning.  Mrs A Jeffrey and Mr J 
Walmsley will be putting much valuable information on MyHouse and all Form 12 Pupils must register there to attend a small group 
session on a Monday or Tuesday this term.  An additional workshop programme will also be posted and distributed for pupils to attend 
on Exam techniques in a variety of subjects.  Attendance at these beyond lessons is compulsory and some start at 7.30am or 3.30pm.  
Wherever possible they are in the period 8.30am- 3.20pm. 
 
FORMS 7-12 MATHS STUDY CENTRE 
The Maths Study Centre is a free service which started this Monday.  It will run each Monday with Mrs Bate and each Thursday with 
Mrs Kilmore in the Library after school from 3:30-4.20pm. 
 
Pupils should notify the teacher in charge before attending if possible, but are welcome on either a casual or regular basis.  Please 
bring work you wish to cover to the study session with you.  Mrs F White, Acting Coordinator of Mathematics 
 
SOUTH PASSAGE SAIL TRAINING EXPEDITION 

On Sunday 10 January, 19 rookie sailors embarked upon a wild adventure on the high 
seas, venturing north to Newcastle and south to Port Hacking. Sea sickness in mind and 
ginger pills in hand, we took to the task of sailing the M.V. South Passage with 
enthusiasm.  Among our many activities we hoisted, adjusted and hauled on sails, rotated 
cleaning duties and manned the ship in 3 watches.  Besides the technical hiccups such as 
learning to balance dinner plates on rocking seas and to play cards at an incline of 45 
degrees, every challenge was overcome with determination and much laughter- except 
perhaps for the 2am wake-up call to go on watch!  
 
Finally on behalf of every participant we would like to say a big thank you to the Captain 
and crew of the M.V. South Passage for their invaluable guidance, for a chance to see 
dolphins in the wild, for the adventure of a lifetime and for a team building exercise we will 
never forget. Laura Kenny and Jacqueline Green (C11) 

 

Cadets 
 
On February 3during our bi-weekly parade, SGT Hugh Brassil, G11 was appointed Regimental 
Sergeant Major for the Pittwater House Army Cadet Unit.  He will be promoted to Warrant 
Officer First Class and was presented with the RSM’s Pacestick by the 2009 RSM, SUO 
Roberts. WO1 Brassil will hold this position throughout 2010 undertaking in roles such as 
arranging the unit’s parades, ensuring uniform is up to standard and looking over all the year 
groups whilst training.  Well done Hugh. 

SUO C. Roberts 
 

Sport 
 
PISA TEAMS 
Training for anyone who has been selected for any of our Term I PISA teams will be held on our School oval on Wednesday mornings 
from 7:45-8.20am.  Training will commence next week on Wednesday 17 February. Mr P Browning, PDHPE 
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WEET-BIX KIDS TRYATHLON 

On Saturday 31 January some pupils from the School participated in 
the Weet-bix Kids Tryathlon (normally spelt triathlon).  The weather 
was miserable but we were all very enthusiastic and all rewarded 
ourselves with a lovely picnic at the Sydney Olympic water park after 
the event.  We had to swim 75 metres, bicycle 3 kilometres and run 
500 metres.  My favourite part of the race was the cycling, mostly 
because you would get to feel the wind blowing into your faces and 
cycling past all of those people feeling proud of yourself whizzing 
through Home Bush Park.  Having friends there to support you or run 
beside you was great!  I hope that we will see a lot more Pupils in the 
2011 series.   

 

Many thanks to Peter Taylor and Mr and Mrs Taylor for making a banner, which encouraged us all the way through the event.  Thank 
you to all the parents that let all their children participate in the Tryathlon.  All of the pupils had a wonderful time participating in the race 
and we felt great about finishing. Benjamin Rees (P5) 
 
SWIMMING 
TPHS Invitational will be held on Friday 26 February from 4:00-7:00pm at the School pool.  A canteen will be run during the meet.  If 
parents are able to assist please contact Mr Levy at will.levy@tphs.nsw.edu.au  
 
BASKETBALL  
The competition started this week and schedules would have been received at the courts on the first night of competition. Good luck to 
all teams, we look forward to hearing of your progress throughout the season.  
 
Level One Coaching Course –  Saturday 27 February 2:00-7:00pm and Sunday 28 February 3:00-6:00pm at St Augustine’s college 
gym, Federal Pde, Brookvale.  Open to all levels.  Coaches coordinator, Brad Dalton.  Cost is $50.  See Mr Levy for more information. 
 
REPRESENTATIVE TOUCH AND BASKETBALL PLAYERS 
CDSSA will be holding trials for Open College and Grammar Basketball players on Wednesday 17 February. There will also be trials for 
Junior and Senior Touch Football players. All players must have had prior representative experience. Please see Mr. Levy for more 
information. 
 
TENNIS 
Good luck to all those Grammar and College pupils competing in the AICES Open Championships this week.  Also good luck to the 
Grammar pupils competing in the Peter Cullen Cup which starts in Week 4.  
 
CONGRATULATIONS 
To Jacqueline Green (C11) who competed in the State Kayaking Championships at Penrith recently.  Jacqueline in her true tenacious 
form did extremely well, placing 4th in the U16 finals of the 2 individual sprints (500m and 200m) and a silver medal in the K2 event.  
Well done Jacqueline!  
 
Elliot Green (G12) has been selected in the Emerging Talent program for Athletics.  He has been to a number of NSWIS (NSW Institute 
of Sport) lectures at Homebush and hopes to begin training very soon. Mr W Levy, Manager of Sport 
 
Robin Molen-Grigull (G10) competed in the NSW State Championships in Rowing held in Penrith on 7 February.  He gained a silver 
medal in the under 16 single scull. Mrs Susan Molen 
 

PHPA 
 

SUMMER DRINKS PARTY 
The PHPA is delighted, once again, to host the annual commencement of term drinks in our Great Hall for all School 
parents and teaching staff, dedicated to those hazy summer days.  This is a great way to catch up with old friends, meet 
new ones and of course, to get to know our wonderful teachers a little better.  This event, which marks the start of our 
2010 social calendar, should not be missed and attendance by all School parents is strongly encouraged.  Kindly return 
the invitation for catering purposes, as soon as you can.  Please find the invitation on the last page of this Housenews. 

 Mrs J Galbraith, President PHPA 
 

 
CANTEEN DUTY 

Canteen Supervisor – 
Phone 9972 5718 after 8.00am 

Mon 15 Feb Julie Leal Pat Graziano  

Tue 16 Feb Kathy Dowd   

Wed 17 Feb Debra Cleveland Silvia Herbert  

Thu 18 Feb Lissa Hurst Vanessa Fulton  

Fri 19 Feb Jane MacKinnon Lata Wilkinson Barbara Batton 

�
 

FOR SALE 
2005 Renault Megane 4-seat convertible.  63,800KM’s.  November registration.  Surplus to School fleet requirements and going 
for $15,000 or near offer. Contact the Fleet Manager, Mrs Laurinda Atkinson on 9972 5715 or via email 
laurinda.atkinson@tphs.nsw.edu.au. 

CLOTHING POOL AND SECOND HAND 
BOOKS 
 

Located next to the School Uniform shop. 
 

The Clothing and Book Pool is run by a volunteer parent and is open on 
Tuesdays 8:00-9:15am and Thursdays 2:00-3.15pm. 
 

Please Note:  Only cash or cheques will be accepted.  Purchases cannot  
be charged to your School account.  CUSTOMERS MUST CHOOSE 
CAREFULLY AS THE PHPA HAS A NO REFUND POLICY 
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